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Union graduates discover that  
great internships lead to 

great careers.

PLUS: Maranatha Volunteers 
renovate 34 Rees Hall rooms.

Great experiences
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

            hen students first walk in to the  
     classrooms of Union’s newest academic 
program, they have been known to exclaim 
something like, “Wow! Can I live here?” 
 Situated in the southeast corner of the 
Don Love Building, this newly renovated area 
houses the occupational therapy assistant 
program. The space connects to the areas 
remodeled in 2013 for the PA and Interna-
tional Rescue and Relief programs, and features 
a welcoming lobby with a study area and 
fireplace, a classroom, offices and the skills lab 
shown in the photos here. 
 Set up like a spacious studio apartment 
with a kitchen, dining area, bedroom, bath-
room and exercise area, the skills lab feels far 
removed from an ordinary classroom. It’s much 
more like a fashionable home. 
 “In the lab, our students can use exper-
imentation to answer questions like ‘how can 
I help someone with a spinal injury do their 
own laundry?’ or ‘how do you use a prosthetic 
arm to eat peas?’” said Fara Adams, academic 

hired contractors. The committment and 
expertise of our team allowed this project to 
exceed anything we could have imagined, let 
alone paid for!”

A classroom that feels like home

W fieldwork coordinator for the OTA program. 
“We need a space that replicates everyday life 
to learn how to help our clients succeed in 
tasks that aren’t so simple for them.”  

Margaret Hyde ‘53 said she was 
enthusiastic her gift of real estate would 
support Union’s new program. Her career 
often included training patients facing new 
limitations as part of her own work as a nurse. 
In addition to Hyde’s gift, support came from 
the estates of Ira ‘44 and Margie Pound, Ron 
Carlson ‘55, William ‘52 and Marjorie Courtney, 
Harold Dupper ‘50, Gil ‘48 and Rosella ‘40 
Jorgensen, Willard Regester ‘49, Frank ‘39 and 
Evelyn ‘41 Rice, and Leroy ‘37 and Martha ‘38 
Wasemiller. Ninety-eight percent of the total 
project cost came from alumni gifts carefully 
stewarded by Union’s staff. 

“Plant Services really made this a labor 
of love,” said Steve Trana, vice president for 
Financial Administration. “The OTA facility 
includes carpentry, brickwork and other 
features we could never have afforded if we’d 
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FORESIGHT

ayne Hooper’s love for music was no secret. 
Best known as a gospel music composer and 
member of the King’s Heralds quartet, the 1949 
Union College graduate authored nine books 
of hymn arrangements as well as the Adventist 
anthem “We Have This Hope” during his time at 
the Voice of Prophecy radio show.

Before he and his wife, Harriet Schwender ’48 
Hooper, passed away, they thoughtfully created an 
estate plan to ensure they could perpetuate the 
values they cherished in life. Through a generous 
gift from the Hooper Trust, Union College estab-
lished the Wayne and Harriet Hooper Music Fund 
to grant scholarships to students with a passion 
for music and support program initiatives that will 
attract students to Union College—a fitting legacy 
of two lives dedicated to family and music ministry 
in the Adventist church.  

“My parents were quiet champions in helping 
students stay in Adventist schools when their 
parents suffered financial and family hardships,” 
explains their daughter, Jan Lind. Union College is 
honored to perpetuate the commitment of these 
two faithful stewards. 

Befitting the Hooper’s’ humble nature, Union 
College was not aware of its inclusion in their 
estate plan and no one had the opportunity to say 
“thank you” while they were living.  

“I thought people may feel we are pushy 
when we ask if they have left Union College in 
their estate plan,” says Ken Farrow, Union’s director 

Wayne and Harriett 
Hooper: quiet champions for 
Adventist education
by Ken Farrow

Ph
ot

o:
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 V

oi
ce

 o
f P

ro
ph

ec
y.

W

of leadership giving. “What I’ve learned is our greatest concern is being the best steward 
of their gifts by learning what is important to them.” 

Union College promotes the ForeSight program as a way to acknowledge those 
who include the college in their estate plans and to properly document the donor’s 
preferences for how their future gift should be used.  

 If you are one of Union’s quiet champions and have remembered the college in 
your estate plan, you may notify us online at ucollege.edu/foresight or call 402.486.2503 
and speak to Ken Farrow.  Your name can be included among our current list of Fore-
Sight patrons, or you may choose to remain anonymous. Most importantly, you can help 
ensure your gift will be used in a way that will be meaningful to your family and leave a 
lasting tribute appropriate to your life.

If you want more information on options for your estate plan, contact Ken Farrow 
at ken.farrow@ucollege.edu or call 402.486.2503. C

Ken Farrow is director of leadership giving at Union College.

“My parents were quiet champions 

in helping students stay in Adventist 

schools when their parents suffered 

financial and family hardships.”

Wayne and Harriet Hooper supported Union students with an estate gift to establish the 
scholarship fund for students with a passion for music.
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NEWS NOTES

Union’s new occupational therapy assistant program will now launch 
in January 2020, one semester later than previously planned.

According to Dr. Frankie Rose, vice president for Academic Admin-
istration, changes in program leadership over the last few months has 
made the delay necessary in order to  meet accreditation standards from 
the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education.

“We are currently in the search process for a new program 
director,” said Rose. “Our current OTA faculty are moving ahead building 
curriculum, finalizing preparations for clinical sites and preparing to accept 
students into the program in January.”

Rose believes the OTA program is a great addition to Union’s 
academic offerings. “We are committed to building a top-notch training 
experience for occupational therapy assistants here at Union College.” 

For the second year in a row, Union College was designated one 
of the best values in American higher education in U.S. News and World 

Report’s annual rankings. Placing Union near the top its of category of 
Midwestern regional colleges, the list seeks to identify which schools offer 
the best ratio between the quality of education and the cost to students.

“With every decision we make, our guiding principle is to keep a 
quality, Christian education financially accessible to our students,” said 
Vinita Sauder, Union College president. According to Sauder, the rank-
ings reveal two groups of heroes: the faculty and staff who provide an 
environment for students that is both challenging and caring, and Union’s 
alumni and friends whose financial support allows the college to keep 
tuition low and award scholarships. 

Learn more at ucollege.edu/usnews2019C

Union’s Physician Assistant Program celebrated earning full accred-
itation through 2027—the maximum time period allowed by ARC-PA, 
the physician assistant educational accrediting commission. The accred-
itors found no areas out of compliance and the program regained the 
Accreditation-Continued status for eight more years.

“This is the best possible outcome,” said Dr. Frankie Rose, Union’s 
vice president for Academic Administration. “I am thankful for the work 
of Megan Heidtbrink and the entire PA faculty and staff to continue pro-
viding an outstanding educational experience for our students.”

The strength of that experience has been demonstrated by Union 
graduates’ consistently high first-time board pass rates. In fact, 100 per-
cent of Union graduates passed the PA National Certification Exam on 
their first attempt in both 2017 and 2018.C

OTA program launch

Union ranked “Best Value”

PA program receives full 
accreditation through 2027
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WHAT’S ONLINE

Facebook

Project Impact

At the beginning of each school year Union takes a day off from 
school to serve the Lincoln community for Project Impact.  

Check out the 2019 photos of this Union College tradition dating 
back to 1981 at  ucollege.edu/projectimapact2019

Colleges share rescue skills at the International  
Pathfinder Camporee

Union College teamed up with Pacific Union College to present 
a two-hour training course for the Basic Rescue Honor at the In-
ternational Pathfinder Camporee in Oshkosh. A team of 11 faculty 
and students from both colleges kept things interesting for a total of 
640 attendees. Meanwhile, Union nursing faculty taught the Home 
Nursing Honor to another several hundred eager Pathfinders. 

ucollege.com/oshkosh-video

Read the latest news and keep up with events on Union’s website.

ucollege.edu

Union students provide medical relief to cyclone 
victims in Malawi.

Already in the country learning about global health and community 
development while doing medical work, the team from Union’s In-
ternational Rescue and Relief program joined the disaster response 
in southern Malawi last spring after the country was hit by Cyclone 
Idai. Read about their adventures and see pictures at

ucollege.edu/malawiflood

This is Union

The first of a few promotional videos produced by Union graduates 
Andy Seiler and Aaron Thomas, “This is Union” takes the viewer 

on a journey of what life at Union College holds from class in the 
Krueger Center to hanging out downtown Lincoln.  

Experience the journey for yourself at 
ucollege.edu/thisisunion

A place to be your best

Amanda Maggard, a 2004 Union graduate who is now CEO of 
AdventHealth Zephyrhills hospital in Florida, believes that Union is a 
school like no other—a place where students learn to be their best.

ucollege.edu/beyourbest

Youtube
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UTV

WHAT’S ONLINE

Spring Concert 2019

In April, the Division of Fine Arts held their annual Spring Concert in 
College View Church, featuring music from a variety of college vocal 
and instrumental performance groups. Watch the performance at:

livestream.com/utv/events/8647529

Gymnaires Homeshow 2019

Throughout the school year the Union College Gymnaires travel 
across the Midwest performing at churches, high schools, and other 
venues. Homeshow is the grand finale of their season showcasing 
their strength, skills, and humor in the Thunderdome. Watch their 
performance here at:

livestream.com/utv/homeshow2019

#TBT

Each Thursday during the school year Union posts pictures from days 
gone by—such as this throwback of Dr. Fitts working with a student.

Instagram

#UnionWorldWide

On most Wednesdays Union posts a story from a 
student who is studying abroad or serving as a student 
missionary—such as Julia Rizzo, a pre-nursing major 
who spent the past school year studying in Spain.

#SeniorFocus

During the weeks before and after graduation Union posted words of 
advice to underclassmen from graduating seniors—such as Autumn 

Mott Rodeheaver who had some tips about an unusual study method.

@ucollegeNE
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CAMPUS NEWS

It all started with a call home. 
Marquelle Woods, a junior nursing 

major, shared with her mom plans 
the college had announced to 
renovate classrooms and other 
areas of campus. Marquelle felt 
strongly the college would be 
better off focusing on rooms in the 
residence halls if Union was going 
to attract more students. 
 As she listened, Susan Woods, 
Marquelle’s mom, recalled helping 
her daughter move in to Rees Hall 
for the first time as a freshman. 
“The drawer was falling apart. The 
glides had fallen off, and it was 
difficult to push in. It was hard to 
miss that it’s an older building.” 
 With move-in memories 
and her daughter’s well reasoned 
arguments fresh in her mind, Susan 
summarized their conversation in 
an email sent through the contact 
form on Union’s website. She 
didn’t know who would see it or 
if she would ever hear back. Then, 
just a couple of days later, she got 
a reply from the president of the 
college. 
 Vinita Sauder had seen the @
maranatha.org email address, and 
asked if Susan thought Maranatha 
would be interested in helping on 
exactly the project her daughter 
had been wishing for. Susan replied 
immediately. “I happen to be sitting 
next to the North American 
projects director, my husband,” 
she wrote. “I think we can work 
something out,’” That kicked off a 
series of meetings, a site visit and 
several rounds of budgeting. 
 With Susan and David 
Woods coordinating the proj-
ect for Maranatha and Union’s 
Advancement team kicking off a 
fast-paced fundraising initiative, 

the project came together quickly. Working together, 
Maranatha volunteers and Union’s Plant Services 
would renovate 34 rooms in Rees Hall in the three 
weeks from June 21 to July 13 with a budget of 
$5,000 per room. It was an ambitious project, and the 
greatest challenge would be finding skilled volunteers. 
 Up until the day before the project started, we 
had people canceling who had previously committed 
and had the skills we needed,” Susan said. “David and 
I were a little bit nervous, but we’ve come to trust 
God always works things out.” 
 The workers joked during the first few days 
at Union that we were like Gideon’s army—a small 
group winnowed from the larger force. But according 
to Susan, God had a surprise in store. “People started 
coming in from the community who we hadn’t 
expected, and often they were exactly the volunteer 
we needed: someone to lay the floors, someone to 
lead out in painting.” 
 Someone like Roger Stearns ’70. Beloved at 
Union as Warrior athletics’ number one fan, the 
former owner of Stearns Painting brought his lifetime 
of experience in professional painting as well as train-
ing and managing workers. 
 Mick Ray, president of Empire Electric, was 
another local professional who showed up to volun-
teer. In addition to giving his own time, he encouraged 
his employees to help out and paid for their time as 
if it were any other contract.  “I was blown away by 
Mick’s generosity,” said LuAnn Davis, vice president 
for Advancement at Union College. “His team’s time 
and expertise were the gift we really needed, but we 
would have never thought to ask for.” 
 According to David Woods, as the initial volun-
teers’ time ended, there were always new faces eager 
to keep the project on track. “God’s been a huge part 
of this thing,” David said, “and He’s a good partner.” 

Restoring Rees Hall: Volunteers give time and 
money to makeover old rooms 

Many hands, one purpose
 With stories as diverse as the sixteen states 
and two countries they came from, all of the 118 
volunteers shared the goal of glorifying God through 
service. Nearly half of the workers had little or no 
previous connection to Union College. Two such 
volunteers were Theolene and Nyah Johnson from 
Florida. They kicked off their mother/daughter vaca-
tion with a week of manual labor in Nebraska. 
 “I’ve done Maranatha mission trips before, but 
this is the first one I could bring my daughter along,” 
Theolene shared as she painted. “I told her mission 
work is God’s work, and God’s work is not just about 
preaching, but also physical work. Look at Jesus. His 
life was ministry. He started working when he was 12. 
He didn’t start preaching until he was 30.”  
 The other half of the volunteer team was 
comprised of current and former Union College 
employees, alumni, parents and members of the local 
Adventist community—most of whom with areas 
of expertise that did not include construction and 
carpentry. 
 The Woods admired the spirit of the less skilled 
volunteers who were living examples of Maranatha’s 
mission to build people through construction. “There 
were a lot of people trying new things,” Susan said. 
“David enjoys teaching people, and he spent a lot of 
time teaching volunteers who had never been in a 
woodworking shop before to route, sand and assem-
ble cabinets. I was very impressed seeing how they 
wanted to do things well and paid attention to quality. 

by Scott Cushman with Kim Peckham

In order to save costs, Maranatha volunteers 
built all the cabinetry for the Rees Hall project 

in Union’s wood shop. Expert woodworkers 
set up an assembly line that allowed people 
of all skill levels to participate and produce 

quality, properly-fitted pieces.
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CAMPUS NEWS

Former Rees roommates pool funds to makeover an 
old room in 2020

When Ene Beattie Gaines ’89 saw Maranatha’s call for volunteers to 
renovate rooms in Rees Hall, she immediately flashed back to her 

own four years in Union’s residence hall. 
 “My roommate Shannon [Stegmaier Oien] and I were best friends since 
we were young,” Gaines remembered. “We roomed together at Campion 
and then all four years at Union.”
 For the final three of those years at Union, the two inhabited room 
269. When she discovered Union is raising money to host Maranatha to do 
another series of rooms in 2020, she wanted to help out.
 “Since the rooms haven’t really changed since we were there, I thought 
it would be fun to help renovate one with Shannon,” said the 1989 institu-
tional development graduate.
 Even though they live 1000 miles apart, the two former roommates 
remain close friends and see each other at least once per year. “I called her 
and asked if she wanted to split a room and it was done,” said Gaines.
 The two shared the $5,000 cost of renovating one Rees Hall room 
this summer—an amount they were able to pay in installments over several 
months.
 Gaines and Oien were excited to learn their gifts will be used to ren-
ovate good old 269 and Gaines hopes to encourage other Union College 
roommates to sponsor renovating one of nearly 30 Rees rooms in 2020. 
“There are so many people who could split the cost of a room with a room-
mate,” she said. “It’s a great way to make a difference in the lives of Union 
students.”

How you can help
 Maranatha will return to campus in May to help us renovate more 
rooms in Rees Hall and there are two ways you can help Union students 
have an even better learning and living experience.
 Fund a room (or two or three)! We need to raise $5,000 to reno-
vate each room and $1,000 to furnish them with new task chairs and beds, so 
every gift matters. Learn more about how you can help at 
ucollege.edu/LearningAndLiving
 Volunteer! Maranatha needs volunteers of all skill levels May 10-31, 
2020. Learn more and register at ucollege.edu/maranatha2020

That’s what we like to see on a Maranatha project 
because everything we do is for God.”
 One of the most labor intensive parts of the 
renovation was replacing the drawers, cabinets and 
bookshelves. Under the supervision of David Woods 
and Union’s Plant Services team, volunteers built all 
of the new woodwork by hand, saving the college 
thousands of dollars and making the project financially 
possible. “Everything we made is solid oak,” said Bruce 
McArthur, a volunteer from Florida and parent of a 
former Rees Hall resident. “Hopefully it will last until 
Jesus comes.”
 Sylvia Quimby was among the alumnae for whom 
the project was a kind of homecoming. Now living in 
Florida, she responded to the call for volunteers in a 
previous issue of CORDmagazine and returned to Rees 
Hall for the first time since she graduated in 1984. 
The trip brought back many memories of late nights 
studying and laughing with friends.
 Sylvia was happy to help in any way she could, 
“I believe no job is too small for anybody,” she said as 
she taped a room in preparation for painting. “To be a 
leader, you must be a servant.”
  “Every task we do here, painting, scraping … 
with all these little things we do, we leave a part of 
ourselves behind,” Sylvia explained. “I hope whoever is 
in these rooms will have a nice place to study and an 
experience that lets them bring glory to God in their 
own ways. ” C

 To see lists of volunteers and donors to the 
project as well as photos, visit  
ucollege.edu/LearningAndLiving
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E   ver since Union launched its 
first varsity athletic team in 

1986, becoming a Warrior has 
meant a lot more than playing 
games. Coaches teach their stu-
dents valuable life skills including 
teamwork, leadership, communi-
cation, confidence and learning to 
win and lose gracefully—the “soft 
skills” that companies look for in 
their employees and leaders.
 Union’s new athletic director, 
Nestor Osorio, hopes to continue 
expanding this already successful 
program and refocus on sports as 
a ministry, creating graduates who 
serve joyfully in God’s calling.
 “We hope students develop 
because of intentional coaching 
and mentoring process where 
caring and daring are the pillars to 
further improve engagement as a 
result of finding God’s calling and 
purpose for students and coaches,” 
Osorio said.
 Osorio’s philosophy isn’t 
the only recent development in 
Union College athletics. A nearly 
complete changeover in personnel 
has ushered in a new era for the 
program.  

Revamping athletic 
personnel

 Toward the end of last school 
year, Union needed to replace 
three positions connected with 
athletics and Larson Lifestyle 
Center, Union’s pool and fitness 
facility. Previously, one person 
had served as athletic director 

and Lifestyle Center director 
while a second served as pool 
manager and a third provided 
managerial support.
 “In essence we were 
looking at a clean slate,” said 
Kim Canine, vice president 
for Student Life, who led a 
collaboration to reevaluate the 
makeup of the department.
 “It made sense to bring 
in someone who specializes 
in athletics while allowing the 
Larson director to oversee the 
fitness facility and pool,” she 
said.
 Maria dos Santos became 
Lifestyle Center and Aquatics 
Director. “My dream job has 
always been to be part of 
a fitness facility and pool,” 
said the 2017 elementary education graduate. While 
attending Union, dos Santos worked as the student 
intramural sports director and taught swimming les-
sons. 
 Having worked in aquatics for a decade, dos 
Santos has a passion for water safety. Her vision is to 
grow the swimming lessons program and implement 
exercise classes for students and community members. 
“I want to improve the fitness and wellness on our 
campus,” she said. 
 In Osorio, the team felt they found their man to 
head up athletics. “We were looking for someone to 
continue the integrity Ric had built into the athletics 
programs,” said Canine, referring to the previous long-
time director, Ric Spaulding, who believed becoming a 
Union Warrior meant being a warrior on the courts 
and in Christ. “And we felt Nestor could bring his 
experience and passion to expand the program,” she 
said. 
 Previously, Osorio worked as athletic director for 
Forest Lake Academy in Florida. A native of Argen-
tina, he’s also been a coach and personal trainer and 
has worked with wellness centers and universities to 
advance programs and sports tournaments in both the 
U.S. and his home country. He is currently pursuing a 
doctorate in leadership from Andrews University. 

Athletics in education
 Ultimately, Osorio believes athletics is a ministry. 
With the right Christian environment and coaching, he 

New directors 
bring new 
directions to 
Union athletic 
programs

believes athletics is one of the most effective tools in 
preparing leaders. 
 “Organizations excelling in talent acquisition, 
retention and development strategies tend to hire 
based on proven competence, not necessarily IQ or 
GPA,” he said. “We want to make sure our students 
and coaches are competent in many important 
areas—especially leadership.”
 Osorio’s vision is to develop leaders by training 
student athletes in problem solving, conflict man-
agement, creativity, grit and critical thinking through 
sports and coaching. He hopes to blend athletics 
with community outreach, spiritual retreats and time 
management tools to improve students’ academic 
performance and college satisfaction.
 According to Osorio, collaboration with 
other areas of campus—including Student Life and 
Campus Ministries—means athletics can be an 
outreach tool and “more than just participation in 
competitive sports.”
 His moto: “Victory is in Christ—that’s why in 
Jesus name we play and pray.” C

To learn more about Union College athletics visit 

ucollege.edu/athletics

Emily Wood Roque Cisneros, a Union College alumna 

and freelance writer based in Cedaredge, Colorado.

by Emily Wood Roque Cisneros ’17
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Maria dos Santos ’17 now serves as director of the Larson Lifestyle Center and 
Nestor Osorio is the new athletic director for Union College.
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DeCamps receive President’s Award during 
2019 commencement by LuAnn Davis ‘82

In recognition for their unwavering 
support of Union College, Pres-

ident Vinita Sauder presented the 
President’s Award to Cary ’85  and 
Pamela Gilbert ’86 DeCamp during 
the 2019 graduation commence-
ment ceremonies on May 7.
 Cary was on hand to receive 
the award, which is bestowed 
periodically to individuals who have 
significantly impacted Union College. 
“We are very thankful for the finan-
cial support of these two alumni,” 
said Sauder. “As well as Cary’s 
10 years serving on the Board of 
Trustees, his continual sharing of 
professional expertise in the area 
of campus growth and strategic 
branding, and for helping us make 
meaningful connections with our 
customers.”
 Cary and Pam DeCamp’s con-
nection with Union began in 1982 
when they both enrolled—and they 
valued their experience so much 
they continue to invest in Union’s 
success for future generations.

An investment of time 
and expertise

 In October, 2009 Cary joined 
the Union College Board of 
Trustees serving on the marketing 
and recruitment committee. He 
challenged Union leadership to be 
aspirational and transformative as he 
guided them through the process 
of developing a vision narrative—a 
document that is the driving force 
for strategic decisions shaping 
Union’s present and future.
 Cary also spent months 
assisting Union’s marketing and 
recruitment teams with research 
and strategy development to 
improve marketing and lead man-

agement. He then led an effort to raise funds 
for a partnership to improve the way Union 
engages prospective college students and their 
parents through the right channels, with the 
right messages, at pivotal moments.

Investing financial resources

 Cary and Pam have inspired Union 
College to dream bigger on a number of 
projects, most recently the Learning and Living 
campaign, which will transform the administra-
tion building amphitheater and dorm rooms. 
The DeCamps also valued the Krueger Center 
campaign and helped realize the new facility.

A life story that began at Union

 Cary studied business administration and 
graduated in 1985. He appreciated the people 
willing to listen to his ideas as a student, which 
allowed him to shape an academic expe-
rience tailored to his interests. He credits 
Union College with setting him up for career 
success through people who effectively pre-
pared him to find and pursue his life calling. 
 As a student, he was the general man-
ager of KUCV, the college radio station at 
the time, and continued in that role for two 
years following graduation.  
 Pam’s academic career was shaped by 
caring faculty who went out of their way to 
help her succeed. She earned her nursing 
degree in 1986 and started her nursing 
career at Porter Hospital in Denver.
 After Cary embraced numerous career 
opportunities assumed a lead role at Per-
ceptive Software, helping build an enterprise 
software startup from virtually nothing 
to a multinational corporation with more 
than 1,000 employees. He eventually left to 
pursue other endeavors when the company 
was acquired by Lexmark International.
 Today Cary continues his entrepre-
neurial ventures—including real estate 
development, equity financing and counsel 
for early-stage technology companies. He 

enjoys performing music at his church and serves on 
the board of the Kansas City Symphony. 
 Pam has enjoyed an accomplished career as an 
operating room nurse and is highly respected for 
her professional skills and affable approach in dealing 
with people. She enjoys numerous hobbies, including 
quilting, and is an active volunteer through the New 
Haven Adventist Church with the Interfaith Hospi-
tality Network, which provides housing for homeless 
families. C

If you’d like to learn more about how you can invest 

in the future of Union College, please contact our 

Advancement Office at 402.486.2503 or advance-

ment@ucollege.edu

LuAnn Davis is vice president for Advancement at Union 

College.

CAMPUS NEWS

Cary (and Pam, not pictured) DeCamp received the Presi-
dent’s Award from Dr. Vinita Sauder for outstanding support 
of Union College at commencement in May.
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FAVORITE SPACES

   “The first time I walked in here, I was terrified of talking to my advisor one-on-one. Now it’s the 
opposite. I have an overwhelming sense of peace here. It’s both the space—surrounded by books—and 
the person who occupies it. This is really where I opened myself up to learning and growing.
 “When I started college, I was a surface learner. I studied for the tests and did just enough to get by. 
But in my American literature class, we were studying all these -isms, like modernism, naturalism, realism, 
symbolism. It was already a lot of reading, and Dr. Robison told me to not only read the words but to 
dig deeper. As we sat in his office, he showed me there’s more below the surface than I first see, and the 
messages there apply to me. It wasn’t just learning for a grade anymore, but for a richer life.”

Location: 
Taryn Rouse’s office 
(Don Love Building)

Location: 
Dr. Mark Robison’s 
office (Everett Dick 
Administration 
Building)

“Stepping from the atrium into the Career Center, then from the Career Center into Taryn’s office, it 
just feels like I’m shedding one layer of stress after another. Taryn has created a place where I can just sit on 
the floor and talk about everything or nothing until I’m ready to face the world again.”

—Micah Robinson, former enrollment counselor and 2014 graduate

—Dani Arthur, senior elementary education major
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by Emily Wood 
Roque Cisneros ’17

Fifteen years later: 
a family reflects on how their 
Union experience shaped their 
careers and family

Rande ‘04 and Heather Palmer ‘04 Colburn knew they 
wanted to live in Colorado after graduating. They 

didn’t realize the journey it would take to get there or 
what God had planned. As they reflect on the path their 
lives have followed for the last 15 years, they’ve come  
to the same conclusion: they’re where they’re supposed 
to be. 
 “We often discuss how a lot of who we are, where 
we are and how we raise our kids is due to Union,” said 
Heather. 
 They didn’t land in Colorado immediately out of 
Union. The couple lived in California and Washington 
before finding their way to the Centennial State.
 Even having lived in three different states since 
graduating, Rande and his wife connected with friends and 
friends of family from Union wherever they’ve journeyed. 
“It was a launching pad whenever we started in a new 
area. Even if we didn’t know people very well, it was a 
great connector,” said Heather.
 When Rande graduated, he knew he wanted to be 
in business but thought he’d focus on small business. After 
a while, he realized that while entrepreneurship was a 
passion, it wasn’t the path he was supposed to take. For 
the last eight years, he’s worked at Otterbox headquar-

ters in Fort Collins, an accessory company 
known for their water,- shock- and drop-resis-
tant phone cases. 
 Currently he directs the integrated mar-
keting team. “Looking back over the time since 
I graduated, I feel I’m now in a place where I 
feel comfortable,” he said. “I love the servant 
mindset of the company and seeing my team 
develop.” Rande considers his time at Union 
integral to his attitude and daily success. 
 While at Union, he witnessed the servant 
mindset in his mentors like business professors 
Barry and Lisa Forbes, and he knew he wanted 
to model that character in his career. 
 “The real life experiences my professors 
shared with me, showing me that they actually 
care about me as an individual and where my 
future was going, impacted me greater than 
anything in a book could,” he said.
 Connection is a big reason why Heather 
and Rande attended Union and what they’ve 
seen impact them the most since graduating. 
Heather, from Arizona, was connected to 
Union by her sister who loved the “Slinga de 
Ink” experience. Heather gave up a half-ride 
scholarship to another school to pursue 
Union’s teaching program for elementary 
education. Soon, dorm life, community and 
friendship became her reasons to stay. 
 “Even now I’m still close friends with my 
classmates,” she said.
 After finishing a year at Newbold College 
in England, Rande decided he wanted to go to 
school with his younger brother. They made 
a list of all the Adventist colleges, prayed, 
researched each one and felt drawn to Union. 
 “It seemed like an adventure, being from 
Virginia,” he said. “We figured if we didn’t like it 

after a semester we’d go elsewhere.” 
They both stayed and graduated. 
“Looking back, God definitely guided 
us. The three years I spent at Union 
are among the top years of my life,” 
he said.
 Union values have also deeply 
impacted home life. Heather and 
Rande now have three kids—Drew 
and Carter, ages 11 and nine, and a 
five-year-old daughter, Ellie. 
 Each Sabbath they’re home, they 
light a Sabbath candle; a tradition 
they emulate from vesper’s at Union. 
“We wanted to model for our kids 
the spiritual experience we both had 
in college,” Heather said. “Even today, 
I value the connectedness I had at 
Union and want to keep that as a 
priority in my family.”
 Heather recently finished a 
master’s degree in education and 
teaching. In the fall, she’ll return to the 
classroom full-time after having stayed 
home while her kids were young. 
“I pursued a master’s to bring me 
more up-to-date and current. I think 
it helped me understand everything 
new in education. I feel a lot more 
prepared now,” she said. Heather plans 
to be a kindergarten teacher at a 
non-denominational Christian school 
where her children attend. 
 “It’s been a miracle to see we’re 
right where we’re supposed to be,” 
she said.” C

Emily Wood Roque Cisneros is a Union 

graduate and freelance writer based in 

Cedaredge, Colorado. 

ALUMNI NEWSFound their calling

Ph
ot

o: 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f R
an

de
 a

nd
 H

ea
lth

er
 C

ol
bu

rn
.



14 CORD MAGAZINE

   as it déjà-vu or destiny? Recently Madison 
Wagnaar ‘16—a marketing associate for FTI  
Consulting in Denver, Colorado—was instantaneously 
transported back to a Union College classroom, a 
memory of an intense discussion with Professor Barry 
Forbes and her classmates. 
 “We were reading a Wall Street Journal article 
about a new company with a big new idea,” remem-
bered Madison. “We read articles about the positive 
and negative sides, and had a debate in class about 
how this company might do in the future.”
 A couple of years later, Madison found herself 
serving that very client. “They were dealing with a 
PR disaster, and I was preparing a pitch for them! It 
was crazy! I had been in class discussing them, then I 
was pitching the very executive we had been talking 
about!” 
 “Thanks to my exposure in class, I was already 
familiar with the capabilities of the company, the 
controversial issues, and their history,” said Madison. “It 
was pretty surreal!” 
 Wagnaar’s time at Union prepared her for much 
more than just that one client. All those in-class discus-
sions about how different models generate revenue, 
how the supply chain works, and why some compa-
nies succeed while others fail … those issues come 
up at work every day. 
 “A lot of classes I took at Union made me think 
critically about the world. They got me thinking about 
what works and what makes things topple in the 
business world,” said Wagnaar.

Prepared for anything

 When Wagnaar started college, she had no idea she would end up at a 
global strategic consulting firm. She arrived for a campus visit imagining herself as 
a teacher, but after touring campus with Barry Forbes, she felt more at home in 
the business program. 
 “They were excited about me and for me. That is something that I couldn’t 
get at a community college—people who really care about me, who are genu-
inely interested in family and my whole life,” she reflected. 
 Wagnaar is very artistic and shared her passion for theatre with her future 
professors on that tour. Their interest and advice helped her see that a career in 
business would give her the foundation for one day starting her own theatre, a 
long-time dream. Wagnaar agreed, “It is a good way to get a foundational edu-
cation if you are going to do some kind of small business around your artistic 
abilities.” 
 “Union certainly gives you confidence in yourself,” said Wagnaar, who didn’t 
have that same self-confidence when she arrived as a first-year student. “Part of 
that is the leadership and empowerment that Union gives.”
 Wagnaar says that at Union, students are empowered to start or lead any 
kind of club. “If you have an idea, you can be a leader.” 

Thanks to her Union education, Madison Wagnaar ’16 secured an internship with 
a global strategic consulting firm, and was offered a full-time job even before she 
graduated. 

Déjà-vu  
or 

Destiny?
by Carrie Purkeypile ’03
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 Wagnaar started a drama group in partnership with 
Campus Ministries, managed events for the Division of 
Business and Computer Science, and served as social vice 
president for ASB. Staff mentors encouraged her to make 
her own well-informed decisions, not back down to pres-
sures around her. 
 “In the business world, you need to be the leader of 
your own career, as well as manage projects you are given,” 
said Wagnaar. “Leadership experience is really helpful.”

Internships provide valuable experience

 Faculty advisors are clear from day one that a business 
degree from Union requires at least one internship, and 
they prepare them well. Classes include tips on interviewing, 
professional dress, and fitting in to workplace culture. 
 Professors encourage students to reach out to their 
network for internship opportunities. Wagnaar felt nervous, 
but took the plunge to call a family friend. “She told me she 
would tell them to look for my name, but after that, it was all 
on me,” remembers Wagnaar. “It was all about my skill set. I 
demonstrated my knowledge of how business works.” 
 Wagnaar secured the internship and worked writing 
website content for FTI all summer. She gave her all, showed 
up every day, and built relationships. 
 That hard work paid off. In January 2016, FTI 
called to offer Wagnaar a full-time job with the 
company. She started right after graduation, and 
has worked there ever since. 

Intentional variety increases 
hireability

 Wagnaar credits her internship success 
in part to her well-rounded education. Her 
internship was mostly writing, so her general 
education requirements were very useful, and the 
tips and tricks she learned for Excel, PowerPoint, 
Word, and Outlook are part of her every waking 
moment. 
 Now in the working world, she sees more 
than ever the value of all the challenging finance 
and businesses classes she took at Union. “Having 
been on the job, I would love to go back and take 
those classes again with the context I have now. 
It’s hard to learn about the inner workings of a 
company before you have experience,” Wagnaar 

said. “When I look back, I wish I had 
paid even more attention!” 
 Wagnaar reminds everyone to 
look for a job with work/life balance. 
“You’re interviewing them as much as 
they are interviewing you.” she said. 
“Make sure there is a balance because 
your happiness depends on it.”
 “If the boss is really cranky all the 
time, don’t work there if happiness is 
important to you,” said Wagnaar. “My 
boss is really helpful and reminds me 
of some of my mentors at Union.”
 That’s a pretty high bar. Congrat-
ulations on finding a great fit!C

Carrie Purkeypile is Union College 

graduate and freelance writer based in 

Sacramento, California.
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“Union certainly 

gives you confidence 

in yourself,” said 

Wagnaar, who didn’t 

have that same self-

confidence when she 

arrived as a first-year 

student. “Part of that 

is the leadership 

experiences and 

empowerment that 

Union gives.”

Madison Wagnaar, along with classmates Joshua Allison ’16 and Natalie Bruzon 
Barahona ’16 found a Union education to be a great investment in finding a 
career and a calling.
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      ome moments in our lives leave indelible marks on our 
memories. If we close our eyes, we can recapture the feelings 
they invoked. It can be anything from a first kiss to the first 
day of working a real job. 
 
For Jason Woll, answering the call to  
ministry is one of those vivid memories.

 “One night when I couldn’t sleep, I stayed up all night 
praying,” said the 2019 graduate. “I prayed, ‘God tell me what 
to do.’”
 
The next morning God did. 
 Before his call to ministry, Jason was certain of his 
path. His life was planned. His course was set. Everything 
seemed straightforward. He enjoys working with his hands. 
He likes cars. His career was clear. After finishing high school, 
he planned to attend a trade school to become an auto 
mechanic. 
 
But God had another plan.
 When Jason got a car of his own and began working on 
it, his dream changed. He knew he wasn’t called to be an auto 
mechanic. Like many of us, he faced the big question: What 
am I going to do with my life? 
 This crisis brought on that sleepless night when he cried 
out to God for guidance. 
 God answered. Immediately. 
 The very next morning,  Jason’s pastor suggested he 
enroll in an online ministry program. 
 It’s like that sometimes with God: “Ask, and it will be 
given to you; seek and you will find; knock and it will be 
opened to you.” Matthew 7:7 (NKJV).
 But the prayer God answered wasn’t just Jason’s.
  His decision to accept God’s call was an answer to a 
much older prayer. Two pastors in the Dakota conference had 
been praying for years for a student who would return home 
to minister. 
 
God’s like that too sometimes: answering prayers after a 
long wait.
 God’s answer to Jason may have seemed instantaneous, 
but, in truth, God spent years preparing him. God spoke 
to Jason’s heart long before he was ready to listen. During 
Jason’s sophomore year, Brad Gienger, the pastor at Dakota 
Adventist Academy, saw something special in him. He rec-
ognized his heart for ministry. On several occasions, Pastor 
Gienger spoke with him about the possibility of studying to 
be a pastor, but Jason was not ready to listen. Not yet.
 

A calling 
that led 
back home

S

by Trena Smith Reed ’97

Jason Woll’s theology internship at the Bismarck, North Dakota, church led to a 
job as associate pastor of the Mandan, Turtle Lake and McClusky district when 
he graduated from Union.
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But God is patient. 
 And, when Jason was finally ready to listen, God called once again. 
 Even after Jason realized the online ministry program wasn’t the 
right fit, he recognized the voice of God calling him to ministry.
 And he said, “Yes.”
 Sometimes we only recognize God’s hand of guidance when  
we review our lives. Now, when Jason looks back on his life, he sees 
God’s leading.
 After high school, Jason enrolled at Union College and began his 
degree in theology. Throughout his four years at Union he never once 
questioned his calling. 
 “Friends would ask me,” said Jason, “’If you could do anything else, 
anything you wanted, what would it be?’ I had no answer. I knew I was 
called to ministry.”
 His choice of schools was also God-led.
 Like all of Union’s theology major,s he was required to do a semes-
ter-long internship during his senior year.
 Union’s ground-breaking pastoral internship program immerses 
seniors in a community for an entire semester where a pastor/mentor is 
assigned to guide each student. 
 Many students complete their internship close to Lincoln, but Jason 
knew he wanted to return home to the Dakota Conference.
 He was placed in the Bismarck Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
North Dakota where he assisted Pastor Tyler Bower. The conference 
provided a duplex on the academy campus, 15 minutes away from  
the church. 
 “It was great to be off campus,” said Jason. “I found it extremely 
beneficial to focus on ministry and not worry about school.”
 His semester spent outside the classroom and inside ministry was 
edifying. Pastor Bower, his mentor, guided him and allowed him to lead. 
He gave Jason opportunities to experience the life of a pastor.
 And it’s not all potlucks and preaching. 
 “Pastor Bower was open and honest about the issues and con-

flicts that can happen in the church,” admitted Jason. “It was incredibly 
eye-opening, and I learned a great deal.”
 But his pastoral internship didn’t simply teach Jason about the job 
and its challenges; it gave him a glimpse into his own heart for ministry. 
That semester in North Dakota was a time of self-discovery and per-
sonal growth. He found he delighted in one-on-one Bible studies and his 
passion for youth ministries was reinforced. 
 “One of my favorite experiences was with a student from Dakota 
Adventist Academy,” Jason said. “Once we started the Bible study, it was 
exciting to see the student’s growth. It was great for me too, because  
I was able to feed myself for the day through the Bible study. Through-
out the experience, I saw growth in the student and in myself. That was 
exciting.”
 Jason’s time at the Bismarck Seventh-day Adventist Church prepared 
him for a future in ministry.
 “It was an amazing experience,” Jason shared. “I appreciated the 
opportunity to learn what actually happens in a church. Being in a class-
room is great and important, but being able to apply those things in the 
field was invaluable.”
 Jason’s enthusiasm and commitment to ministry did not go unno-
ticed. When the president of the Dakota Conference came to talk with 
the junior and senior theology majors, he offered Jason a job. 
 Jason was the student the two pastors prayed for—a student who 
would return home and serve in the Dakota Conference.
 Jason Woll graduated in May of this year with a B.A. in Theology, 
with an emphasis in Biblical Languages.
 He started his life in ministry this fall. 
 His advice to theology students approaching their senior year : “Go 
off campus for your student pastoring. It is so beneficial.” C

Trena Reed is a Union College graduate and freelance writer based in 

Lincoln, Nebraska.
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     ike many of us, Matt Mundall’s journey to find his 
calling was not a straight line. 
 First, he thought of becoming a pastor, but he 
became disillusioned after seeing the discord in so 
many churches. 
 Then he set his sights on becoming a missionary. 
He completed an internship at a farm, enrolled in a 
year-long health evangelism course, and signed up to 
serve as a student missionary. While he had intended 
to go to Russia to use the Russian language skills he’d 
been working on, he took a health counselor position 
in Ireland. Since Ireland is a predominantly Catholic 
country, Mundall, who grew up Adventist, found him-
self interacting and making friends with people of a 

different faith. “It really opened my eyes and changed 
the way I viewed God,” he says. “I found a more per-
sonal God, and it transformed my spiritual journey.”
 As much as he loved his year as a missionary, he 
was still in search of a life plan. He decided to study 
nursing when he came home.
 He applied to an Adventist college, but the 
acceptance process dragged on and on, and Mundall 
began to feel like God was leading him to seek out a 
different school. When he searched online for Adven-
tist nursing programs, Union was the first college that 
came up. 
 Mundall had been on Union’s campus during 
high school, but he’d never considered attending.  

Where health care and 
pastoral care meet

A circle to calling

Lby Lauren Bongard Schwarz ’04

After searching for a career in the medical field, Matt Mundall found his calling as a chaplain—a career he explored in a 
chaplaincy internship at Centura Health in Denver last summer.

“This process 

affirmed the 

calling that God 

had put on my 

heart. God is so 

good—he opened 

up all of the stops 

and used Union 

as the conduit to 

do that.”
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However, the response he got to his initial 
application took him by surprise. “They were 
so friendly. They wanted me here,” he says. “I 
was impressed that Union had such a good 
nursing program, and I felt that God was open-
ing doors for me.”
 So, in fall 2015, Mundall enrolled as a 
first-year nursing major. He got involved with 
Campus Ministries, working with the student 
missions program and became the religious 
liaison connecting the nursing students with 
Campus Ministries. Then, one day in clinicals 
during his sixth semester, he had a realization. 
 “They were asking us who wanted to 
practice inserting a catheter and starting an IV, 
and everyone else was volunteering,” he says. 
“I didn’t really want to do any of those things. 
Then the professor said, ‘We have a patient 
who is really struggling and frustrated, and 
we need someone to listen to them and just 
be present.’ My hand was the first one up. I 
realized that what I loved about nursing wasn’t 
all of the procedures and memorization—that 
was actually what I didn’t like. What I loved 
was that bedside connection and the ability to 
help people emotionally. That experience really 
opened my eyes to the fact that God had a 
different calling for me and that He’d used 
nursing to bring me to it.”
 That epiphany lead Mundall to consult 
his adviser. “I’m so thankful for Union and the 
faculty advisers,” he says. “My adviser told me 
that God had a special calling for my life and 
that the nursing program wanted to help me 
find what that was.” Mundall explained that 
he’d thought about becoming a pastor, but he 
didn’t feel that was the path down which God 
was leading him. “But my adviser told me there 
were different ways to be a pastor—and that’s 
where the idea of becoming a chaplain came 
in. The more I thought about it and prayed 
about it, the more I got excited.”
 Mundall met with his new adviser in the 
Division of Religion, Ben Holdsworth, to fur-

ther explore chaplaincy. “We talked about what 
a hospital chaplain would do, and I had seen a 
few chaplains at work during clinicals,” Mundall 
says. “And it all started to make sense—my 
time in Ireland as a health intern and getting to 
know people of different religions, my desire 
for missions, and my desire to relate to people 
and help them through nursing. All of that 
brought me to this point.”
 Mundall transitioned to a new major, a 
religion degree with a leadership minor. “After 
being in religion classes for a year, I’m more 
sure now than ever that God has led me to 
this path,” he says. 
 The one thing missing was practical expe-
rience to really immerse him in the culture 
and daily activities of a chaplain. Unfortunately, 
while internships and hands-on practical 
experience is common in some fields, very 
few opportunities exist for individuals studying 
chaplaincy.
 Fortunately for Mundall, Centura Health 
in Denver contacted Union, looking to expand 
their internship program to include chaplaincy 
interns. When Mundall’s professors heard 
about the program, they encouraged him to 
apply. One interview later, Mundall was invited 
to become the first intern chaplain for Porter 
Adventist Hospital and Centura Health. 
 He says, “This process affirmed the calling 
that God had put on my heart. God is so 
good—he opened up all of the stops and used 
Union as the conduit to do that.”
 The internship is a 12-week program 
that’s split into two segments. For the first six 

weeks, Mundall worked under the head of the 
mission and ministry department, shadowing 
and working on leadership projects. During the 
last six weeks, he shadowed chaplains to learn 
more about their role.
 Mundall will graduate in May 2020, 
and his ultimate goal is to become the head 
chaplain at a hospital. “Working in one of our 
Adventist hospitals would be a dream come 
true for me,” he says. “I have a burden for 
our ministry and interacting with people of 
different faiths who just need someone to love 
them.”
 He explains his time at Union prepared 
him for this journey. “The hands-on experi-
ence of the nursing program really helped me 
identify the strengths God has given me and 
discover what I love about caring for people,” 
he says. “And the opportunities Union gave 
me to be involved with Campus Ministries 
changed me. Pastor Rich encouraged me—he 
told me there was nothing I couldn’t do. It 
helped me see how spiritual mentorship works 
and has helped me interact with different 
people and stay open to God’s leading. Union 
helped me realize that even though God is 
using my talents for chaplaincy, there’s so much 
growth that can take place within me. I just 
have to look at Christ and move forward on 
His path for my life.” C

Lauren Bongard Schwarz is a Union graduate and 

freelance writer based in Bozeman, Montana.
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As Mardian Blair sits in the dining room of his com-
fortable home, a palm tree outside the window 

and his wife of 66 years beside him, he remembers many 
crossroads that have brought him to this point. And he’s 
pretty sure he was headed in the right direction most 
of the time. One of those roads brought him to Union 
College, and he credits the faculty and staff at Union for 
helping keep him on the right path.
 The son of a sheep rancher and a nurse, Blair thanks 
his mother for sending him and his brother to Campion 
Academy and Union College. “My mother was the driving 
force,” Blair said. “She believed in Adventist education, 
and she wanted the best for us.” Unfortunately, it wasn’t 
until after she passed away during his senior year of high 
school that he came to value academic achievement as 
highly as she had.
 He spent that summer between high school and col-
lege pasturing sheep at high altitude in Colorado. It was 
just him, the flock, a few books and a lot of time to think.

Shepherding life change
 “In academy, I wasn’t a good student,” Blair remem-
bered. “I didn’t study. I worked a great deal. I was also a bit 
of a challenge as far as the school leaders were con-
cerned … I was a poor student with problems.”
 Alone on the mountain, Blair had with him a book 
that correlated success in life with academic success. He 
knew he wanted the former, but had not achieved the 
latter. He read the book and, with little else to do, re-read 

it many times. Finally it got through to him. Fresh from his 
mountaintop conversion, Blair headed to Union with a 
new dedication to studying. But first, he had to learn how.
 “I had trouble learning to study because I’d never 
done it,” Blair said. “The first semester was difficult, but by 
the second semester, I did very well.” His transformation 
was total, and it took a while for those who had known 
him before to believe it. The new leaf he had turned over 
wasn’t limited only to academics; he found a new relation-
ship to the church and with God.
 Another crossroads for Blair came while choosing a 
major. He wanted to be a physician—to work in health 
care like his mother. But he hated his biology classes. He 
switched to business and loved those courses, but still had 
an unsettled feeling drawing him toward medicine.
 He had later even taken a battery of career aptitude 
tests. “I don’t know why you’re here,” said the counselor. 
“All of these tests indicated an aptitude for business.”
 In hindsight, the calling Blair felt toward medicine 
wasn’t wrong. He would spend his career employing his 
business aptitude in the health care industry, ensuring tens 
of thousands of doctors, nurses and other professionals 
at one of America’s largest hospital systems had the 
resources to serve their patients and communities.
 
I don’t know why he picked me
 However, there was still a long journey ahead, and 
Robert Firth, chair of Union’s business department, was 
insistent on which path Blair should take after graduating 

After a lifetime of 
accomplishments, 
Mardian Blair is thank-
ful for the people he 
met in high school and 
college—including his 
wife, Joan—who pushed 
him to be his best.

From shepherd 
to CEO by Bjorn Karlman
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in 1954. “My senior year, he approached me 
about going to the University of Nebraska and 
paying for it with a teaching assistantship,” Blair 
said. “I told him I didn’t want to do it. He came 
back a second time and encouraged me more. 
I told him I wasn’t interested. He came back 
a third time a couple weeks later and urged 
me to at least have the interview. I did it, only 
because I felt obligated to him.”
 Blair was offered and accepted the assis-
tantship. “[Firth] must have had some reason 
to push me,” said Blair. “I wasn’t an exceptional 
student … Why he picked me out, I don’t know, 
but it was a blessing.”
 According to Blair, the decision to go to 
graduate school changed the course of his 
life. While he attended for only one semester 
before being drafted, he was awarded the assis-
tantship again after completing his two years 
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center. After 
returning to Nebraska, he was able to complete 
his first master’s degree.
 
The way to a woman’s heart
 Perhaps the biggest decision Blair faced at 
Union was whom he would walk beside on life’s 
journey. There was a girl in some of his business 
classes, Joan Peters, and he was quite taken with 
her. Unfortunately, she was already taken, or as 
Blair puts it, “socially occupied.”
 The summer before Blair’s senior year, 
he heard her status had finally changed. Upon 
returning to campus for his final year, he wasted 
no time. After dropping his belongings in his 
room but before unpacking them, he went to 
see Joan in the accounting office where she 
worked. He asked her out on a date, and she 
accepted.
 However, Joan wasn’t so sure Blair would 
be an asset. He remembers having a heart-to-
heart with Monte Culver, Union’s dean of men 
at the time. Culver asked him how things were 
going with Joan. When Blair confessed they 
weren’t going very well, Culver suggested he 
send Joan a bouquet of roses on Friday evening 
just before Sabbath.
 Joan was happy to receive the flowers 
and decided to place them on the dresser in 
her dorm room. The only problem: there was a 
picture of a different young man on the dresser. 
If she placed the flowers next to it, they would 

appear to have come from the competition. 
Faced with a decision of some gravity, Joan put 
the roses on the dresser and banished the pic-
ture to a drawer from which it never resurfaced.
 It wasn’t long before Blair popped the 
question; she said “yes.” The two tied the knot 
a month after graduation. From then on, the 
Blairs have faced each crossroads together: two 
smart, capable and caring partners.
 
Called to a career in health care
 Blair’s career could easily fill a book—or 
two. From Nebraska, he, Joan and their growing 
family moved to Hinsdale Hospital where he 
worked first as a billing clerk. The tedium of the 
job drove him to visit other hospitals and find 
better ways to do it. The initiative he showed 
in speeding up the billing process by 25-30 
percent got noticed. By 28, he was the assistant 
administrator of the hospital and had finished a 
second master’s at Northwestern. By his early 
thirties, he was running the place. “I tried to 
look older,” said Blair, who admits that he felt in 
over his head.
 Hard work and a steady approach brought 
continued success for Blair. He stayed as 
Hinsdale administrator for seven years before 
becoming the president of Portland Adventist 
Medical Center.
 Next Blair became president of Florida 
Hospital. Within five years, Blair was promoted 
to CEO of Adventist Health System, the parent 
corporation of Florida Hospital and approxi-
mately 24 other facilities.
 When he took over the reins of the 
corporation in 1984, the former shepherd faced 
a corporate flock facing extreme financial issues. 
“That terrified me,” Blair said.
 But he plowed ahead with sometimes 
painful changes—including closing some facilities 
and significantly reducing corporate staff and 
expenses.
 Even these drastic changes didn’t seem like 
enough—especially when a proposed merger 
with another Adventist health network fell 
apart. Blair remembers one late night at the 
office when it seemed all paths led in the wrong 
direction. He prayed.
 “I prayed the Lord would somehow see 
us through, and He did. Somehow we got a 

new spirit,” he recalled. “It really is quite amazing 
what happened … over a period of four or five 
years we gradually came out of it.”
 Blair remained CEO of Adventist Health 
System until 2000. He was able to mentor an 
exceptional team of leaders that has continued 
to grow the system. Now merged with several 
Adventist and community hospitals into  
AdventHealth, the system stretches across 10 
states, employs more than 80,000 people, and is 
one of the three largest health care providers in 
the United States.
 Looking back at his years shepherding 
AHS, Blair says he is most grateful for the 
people he had around him. “If you have good 
people, everything works … it just does,” said 
Blair. “Fortunately we had good people and 
there are excellent people there today.”
 Blair’s contribution to health care goes 
beyond any decisions he made at the office. In 
addition to their five children, Mardian and Joan 
are blessed with eight grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren so far. Unsurprisingly, many 
of their family work in healthcare now, following 
a path started by Blair’s mother, the nurse who 
believed in Adventist education.
 Blair thinks a lot about the intersections of 
life. He’s made a list of the crossroads, of which 
this article only enumerates a few. “Yogi Berra 
said ‘when you come to a fork in the road, take 
it,’” Blair recounted. “But it does make a huge 
difference which roads you take. Had I gone to 
a different college? Who knows? If I hadn’t mar-
ried Joan? It could have been worse. It couldn’t 
have been better.” 
 The paths he has taken in life illustrate that 
success is not just about being in the right place 
at the right time. Success also requires prepara-
tion, focus, diligence, the right attitude—and the 
right people beside you. C

Bjorn Karlman is a freelance writer based in the 

United Kingdom.
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Kelli Vigil has always preferred rural life, 
small towns and off-the-beaten-path 

locations. Even in her wildest dreams, 
however, she hardly imagined teaching junior 
high school at a spot as remote as Orcas 
Island, Washington.
 Located at the northwestern-most tip 
of Washington, Orcas Island is the largest 
of the San Juan Islands, as close to Canada’s 
Puget Island as it is to Washington’s main-
land. There are no bridges to the island, only 
a regular ferry. It’s a world unto itself. The 
island boasts being “the nation’s edge.” 
 And Kelli loves it.
 “It’s a bit like living in Mayberry,” says 
Kelli, referring to the classic TV show. “I 
mean, there’s a grocery store, but no Wal-
Mart or Target.” 
 As the name of the island suggests, it’s 
not uncommon to see orcas—that is, “killer 
whales”—and other varieties of whales off 
the coast. Kelli says, “Being from Minnesota, 
I forget this isn’t another lake.” A pod of 
whales helps remind her. As do the pods of 
tourists arriving in the summer.
 Kelli teaches seventh and eighth grades 
at Orcas Christian School, a twelve-grade 
Adventist school and the only private school 
serving the island’s 5,000+ residents. While 
the school is relatively new, founded in 1999, 
it has already established itself as a vital 
part of the island. The faculty and students 
actively strive to meet the needs of the 
island as a whole.
 According to Kelli, the school “sees 
itself as a mission to the entire island—the 
entire island. And this absolutely fits my 
educational philosophy.” Even as a student at 
Union, her dream had been “to help foster a 
love of learning in my students and provide 
them with a positive encounter with Jesus.” 
Orcas makes that dream a daily reality. 
 Other than the children of the 
employees, none of the school’s students is 

Adventist. Half of the students have no religious 
connection at all and no real experience with 
Christianity. 
 When thinking about her students, Kelli 
says, “My desire is for them to claim their 
identities as sons and daughters of God and 
rest secure in the love and grace that He gives. 
My students hear me say it all the time: ‘You 
can’t have an encounter with Jesus and not be 
changed.’” 
 Before coming to Orcas in 2018, she found 
herself teaching in Rapid City, South Dakota. 
Though only a recent Union graduate, within a 
couple of years she was not only teaching, but 
also serving as the school’s principal. Commit-
tees and business meetings dotted her daily 
calendar.
 “I loved my time and the people in Rapid 
City so much,” she notes. “But I found myself 
wearing so many hats, too many, with little time 
or energy left for the classroom.” 
 While the experience may have been 
invaluable, Kelli says, “I have never been passion-
ate about administration. I love the classroom.”
 So Kelli started peaking online for teaching 
jobs. As a Minnesota girl through and through, 
she wanted something slightly more rustic. Sure 
enough, Orcas Island popped up.
 “I confess, when I saw the opportunity, 
I wasn’t even sure where Orcas Island was. I 
didn’t even know Washington State had islands.” 
Few Midwesterners do.

 If Kelli was hoping for something remote, 
she got her wish. 
 “It has taken some getting used to here. 
Island life is more relaxed, looser.” Once a 
month, she drives her car onto the ferry, heads 
mainland, and stocks up for a month’s worth of 
items the small grocery store doesn’t carry. But 
the weather is delightful, as Orcas is part of the 
“banana belt”—receiving far more sunshine than 
most of the Pacific Northwest.  
 While Kelli loves teaching junior high, she’s 
amused by many people’s reaction. She says, 
“Lots of people hear I teach junior high, and 
they want to reach out and console me. But I 
can’t imagine working with any other age group. 
It’s such a transitional period in their lives and 
a time when they’re really establishing their 
identity and place in this world.”
 And nothing is so important as a strong 
teacher in that transitional time of life. 
 Her students in particular “come from 
difficult backgrounds. School is definitely a place 
of security and safety.” Kelli’s description sadly 
applies to so many middle-schoolers today. 
 “These students don’t trust easily. They’re 
used to holding everything in, showing no 
emotion, handling situations themselves, and not 
relying on anyone to take care of them. 
 “In my classroom, I do everything I can to 
foster a welcoming environment. Regardless of 
what is going on at home, they enter the class-
room and can breathe a sigh of relief because 
they’re part of the classroom family. Whether 

Recent grad, Kelli Vigil, 
lands on Orcas Island

A teacher on 
the edge

by Mike Mennard
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this is through diffusing essential oils, using 
certain color palettes, seating arrangements, 
welcoming rugs—anything to foster a safe 
place for them to navigate their teen years.”
 Along with teaching skills, Kelli brings her 
exceptional musical talent to the island. Many 
alumni will recall her gorgeous voice and her 
rendition of “Joy to the World” featured in 
Union College’s 2013 Christmas video. On 
top of her classroom duties, she teaches K-8 
music—and loves it. 
 Her students are often amazed that she 
never yells at them. This is apparently unique 
in their encounters with most adults. 
 “Why don’t you ever get mad?” one 
student asked. Kelli overheard another student 
describing her classroom to other kids, and 
she said, “Ms. Vigil never yells. Never. Shoot, if 
she started yelling, something would definitely 
be wrong.” 
 Most of Kelli’s friends would say the 
same of her consistently calm demeanor. 
 

“Every morning,” she says, “I’m asking the Spirit 
to fill me and flow out of me so that I can 
show Jesus to each student. And this is one 
way I’ve really seen it manifest. It’s my prayer 
that through me they’re bearing witness to 
a God who shows no condemnation and 
endless love.”
 Kelli Vigil is so grateful for her Union Col-
lege experience, and now she’s bringing that 
experience to a remote part of the country. 
Her classroom training comes in handy every 
day. But far more, she is grateful for how 
she witnessed God firsthand and modeled 
through Union’s teachers and students, many 
of whom she regularly chats with. Most of all, 
her experience working with Rich Carlson, 
Union’s beloved chaplain, has come in handy 
over and over. 
 “I’ve tried to bring Pastor Carlson’s 
approach to ministry into my own teaching.”
 Something tells us Kelli has brought a 
taste of Union College to Orcas Island. C

Mike Mennard is a musician, freelance writer 

and adjunct professor at Union College.

Union graduate Kelli Vigil found her mission field, teaching junior high at Orcas Christian School— 
the only private school on Orcas Island, Washington.

“In my classroom, I do 

everything I can to foster 

a warm, welcoming 

environment. Regardless of 

what is going on at home, 

they enter the classroom 

and can breathe a sigh of 

relief because they’re part 

of the classroom family. 

Whether this is through 

diffusing essential oils, 

using certain color palettes, 

seating arrangements, 

welcoming rugs—anything 

to foster a safe place for 

them to navigate their teen 

years.”
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BIRTHS

Josiah Alexander Donovan was 
born Dec. 14, 2018, to Jason ’03 
and Melanie Santos Donovan ’07. 
He weighed 7 lb 1 oz and was 20 
inches long. They live in Merriam, 
Kansas.

Stephanie Rick Lind ’06 and her 
husband, Jeff, welcomed Stella Jane 
Lind on Nov. 29, 2018. She was 
8.6 lbs, 21 inches long and joins 
brother, Jaxson, three, at home in 
Altamonte Springs, Florida.

Becky Doering Fleming ’08 and 
her husband, Josh, are pleased to 
announce the birth of Isla Mae, 
born May 3, 2019. She weighed 
7 lbs 11 oz, was 20 inches long 
and joins brother, Ezra at home.

Björn Everett Marcus was born 
to Zach (’08) and Becca Mathis 
Marcus (’09) on Dec. 24, 2018. 
He weighed 7 lbs 10 oz and was 
20 inches long. The family lives in 
Lincoln, Nebraska.

Zach ’08 and Sarah Heinrich 
Timothy ’08 welcomed Oliver 
Heinrich Timothy on Sept. 20, 
2018, at 8 lbs 13 oz and 21 inches. 
He joins sister Liesel at home in 
Placerville, California.

Nikki Sackmann Yankee ’08 and 
her husband, John, welcomed 
Tristan John Yankee on March 16, 
2019. He weighed 6 lbs 5 oz, and 
was 18.5 inches long. The family 
lives in Vancouver, Washington.

Yuri Loeda was born Dec. 31, 
2018, to Natasha Monina ’00 and 
Sebastian Loeda. He weighed 7 lb 
and was 19 inches long. The family 
lives in Australia.

Tony Pacini ’09 and his wife, 
Jenna, welcomed Judah Raphael 
Kaleiahihi Pacini on Nov. 13, 2018. 
He weighed 7 lbs 14 oz and joins 
brother, Ezekiel “Zeke”, at home.

But Jesus called the children to him and 

said, “Let the little children come to me, 

and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 

of God belongs to such as these.

Luke 18:16 (NIV)
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BIRTHS

Wyatt James Johnson was born 
Nov. 29, 2018, to Alex Kohler 
Johnson ’14 and her husband, 
Kyle. Wyatt was 7 lb 12 oz and 
was 20.5 inches long. They live in 
Gretna, Nebraska.

Caleb ’14 and Ava Carlos White 
’16 welcomed Ryker Alexan-
der White on Oct. 6, 2018. He 
weighed 7 lbs 15 oz and was 
20.25 inches long. They live in 
Berrien Springs, Michigan.

Dustin (’08) and Erin Schlenker 
Stegen ’15 welcomed Eloise B Ste-
gen on Oct. 18, 2018. She weighed 
8 lbs 6 oz, and was 21.75 inches 
long. They live in Lincoln, Nebraska.

Camden Everest Ingram was born 
March 20, 2019 to Elise Van Pelt 
Ingram ’17 and her husband, Mark. 
He was 8 lbs 0 oz and 21.5 inches 
long. The family lives in Carthage, 
New York.

Grace Marie Davis and Hope 
Alexandria Davis were born to 
Lizz (current faculty) and Hugh 
Davis on Oct. 11, 2018.  They join 
brothers, Desmond, 13, and Daniel, 
11, at home in Lincoln, Nebraska.

Kyle ’11 and Kristen Kuehmichel 
(former employee) welcomed 
Lawren Kuehmichel on Dec. 26, 
2018. She weighed 6 lbs 12 oz and 
was 21 inches long. The family lives 
in Lincoln, Nebraska.

Calder Ray Lewellen was born 
Sept. 22, 2018, to Lauren Simons 
Lewellen ’12 and her husband Jon. 
He weighed 7 lbs 2 oz and was 
20 inches long. He joins Ayden, at 
home in Miramar, California.

Zach ’14 and RaeLea Rebarchek 
Frishman ’12 welcomed Ellison 
Pedro Ray Frishman on May 2, 
2019. He weighed 6 lbs 8 oz and 
was 19.75 inches long. The family 
lives in Shawnee, Kansas.

Crystal Meador Holczer ’11 and 
her husband Alvin, are pleased to 
announce the birth of Justin Timo-
thy James Holczer on April 1, 2019. 
They live in Chehalis, Washington.

Donald (’08) and Melany Barton 
Murray ’10 are pleased to 
announce the birth of Jackson 
Lee Murray on Nov. 22, 2018. 
He weighed 6 lbs 13 oz and was 
19 inches long. The family lives in 
Lincoln, Nebraska.

Alexandra Marie Lynch was born 
Nov 5, 2018, to Ashley Groene-
weg Lynch ’10 and her husband, 
J.C. She joins big sister, Addison, at 
home in Saginaw, Michigan.

Harriet Wren Barber was born 
April 26, 2019, to Ben ’05 and 
Kylie Schnell Barber ’11. She 
weighed 7 lbs 3 oz and was 20 
inches long. They live in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.
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WEDDINGS

Anita Keith Kidwiler ’61 and Stanley Chris-
tensen were married July 29, 2018. They are 
retired and live in Portland, Oregon.

Tucker Rullestad ’18 and Tiffany Palar ’19 
were married May 12, 2019. They live in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, where Tucker is utility 
forester for Davey Resource Group. Tiffany 
plans to attend graduate school.

Lombe Mundende ’17 and Mitch Tranmer 
were married on Nov. 18, 2018. They live 
in Omaha, Nebraska, where Lombe is a 
registered nurse at Nebraska Medicine and 
Mitch is manufacturing supervisor for William 
H. Harvey Co.

Eli ’18 and Laryssa Schnell McFadyen ’18 were 
married July 22, 2018. Eli is a home health nurse at 
Tabitha Healthcare Services. Laryssa teaches fourth 
grade at a Title 1 elementary school in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.

Ashton Fisher ’19 and Ashton Kennedy ’19 were 
married May 12, 2019. They are living in Arkansas 
while pursuing positions in different locations.
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1980s
Scott Wooten ’87 was recently promoted from chief financial officer 
of Baptist Health to executive vice president. In his new role he will 
continue to serve as CFO and as a strategic advisor to the CEO and 
board of directors, providing key financial oversight. In addition, he 
will assume greater responsibility in the development and integra-
tion of future strategic business relationships and alliances. He will 
maintain his integral role as a key executive in the hospital’s current 
affiliations with Southeast Georgia Health System, MD Anderson 
Cancer Center and Walgreens. 

You have told us this is your favorite section. Tell us where  
you are, what you’re doing or just send greetings.
Direct your letters to:

Alumni Office 
Union College 
3800 S. 48th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68506

email: alumni@ucollege.edu 
Make address changes at www.ucollege.edu/cordmagazine

’67 denotes graduation year 
(’67) denotes last year attended or preferred class year

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU.

1990s
Danita Bland Mullins ’99, emergency department director at Wash-
ington Regional Medical Center in Fayetteville, Arkansas, recently 
received the 2019Arkansas ED Leader of the Year Award from the 
Arkansas Emergency Nurses Association. She has been with Wash-
ington Regional for more than six years and was assistant director of 
the emergency department. She has been an emergency nurse for 
20 years, and earned a Master of Science in Nursing degree with an 
emphasis in leadership in health care systems from Grand Canyon 
University.

Publication policy

Personal submissions for publication from college alumni and 
friends will be printed at Union College’s sole discretion. The col-
lege may choose not to publish any information that will conflict 
with the values of Union College and the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church.

1940s
David Rose ’43, Tyler, Texas, died Dec. 8, 2018, at age 98. He was born 
Feb. 29, 1920, to Frank and Rosa Rose. He graduated from Enterprise 
Academy in 1939 and then from Union College with a degree in theolo-
gy. He married Dorothy Thrall (’43) and the couple served in the Office 
of European Relief at the Southern European Division headquarters in 
Bern, Switzerland. David also served president of the Spanish Mission for 
12 years. Returning to the states, he was a pastor, evangelist and church 
planter until his retirement. 

Union College was built 
on the strength and  
sacrifice of those who 
have gone before. We 
thank God for the  
blessed hope that we will 
see them again soon.

Death dates and/or obituar-
ies have been received for 
the following individuals.

KEEP IN TOUCH

IN MEMORY
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Betty McEachern Bahr (’46), 
Nampa, Idaho, died Feb. 3, 2019, at 
age 92. She is survived by her sons: 
Fredrick, Edward; daughter, Karyl 
Krieger ; four grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren.

Ed Beck ’46, College Place, Wash-
ington, died Oct. 14, 2018, at age 
95. He was born in Medina, North 
Dakota, on April 3, 1923, to Peter 
and Caroline Roth Beck. After 
graduating from Union College, he 
worked in the Texas Conference 
as a pastor and evangelist. In 1953, 
he and his wife Jackie Faucher 
Beck (’49) accepted a call to pas-
tor the Rangoon church in Burma. 
He also served as president of the 
Ceylon Union (now Sri Lanka) be-
fore returning to The States, where 
he was ministerial secretary of the 
Washington and Upper Columbia 
conferences and president of the 
Ontario, Canada, and Oregon con-
ferences. He completed his career 
in the Philippines where he found-
ed the Soul Winning Institute. The 
couple retired to Mesa, Arizona, 
and then moved to College Place, 
Washington. He is survived by 
his wife, Jackie; daughters: Jeanne 
Jarnes and Nancy Irland; son, 
Peter ; nine grandchildren and 11 
great-grandchildren.

Barbara Hastings Willard (’47), 
Cottonwood, Arizona, died June 
25, 2018, at age 91. She was born 
Aug. 11, 1926, in Battle Creek, 
Michigan, to Ralph and Anita 
Schueler Hastings. After attending 
Union College, she traveled to 
Loma Linda, California, for her 
older brother’s wedding. There she 
met Rodney Willard. They married 
on June 7, 1948. Barbara earned 
teaching credentials and taught 
elementary school before they 
started a family. She became a ham 
radio operator and a private pilot 
for single engine airplanes before 
returning to college to earn a de-
gree in nursing in 1976. For many 
years she was a beloved school 
nurse for elementary and academy 
students at Loma Linda Academy. 
In retirement, Barbara and Rodney 

moved to Cottonwood, Arizona. She is survived by 
her children: Karen, Keith, Kathleen and Kirk; brother, 
Ronald Hastings; sister, Norma Huckaby; and eight 
grandchildren.

Ardis Carle Torkelsen ’47, Portland, Oregon, died 
Oct. 26, 2018, at age 93. She married her college 
sweetheart, Max Torkelsen ’50, on Feb. 8, 1947. As 
the life partner of an Adventist pastor and church 
administrator, Ardis was first and foremost a wife and 
mother. From office nursing to director of central ser-
vice at Portland Adventist Hospital, she always found 
a useful place to serve. Survivors include sons: Max 
and Monte; daughter, Myrna Smith; seven grandchil-
dren and 11 great-grandchildren.

Ann Meier Bartel (’48), Hillsboro, Kansas, died Feb. 
10, 2018, at age 91. She was born Jan. 14, 1927, the 
only child of Jacob and Lydia Straus Meier. After at-
tending Union College, she completed a nine-month 
stenographer course at Lincoln School of Commerce, 
and had an early career in various church office 
settings. She married Elmer Bartel (’42) on Oct. 23, 
1955, and they made their home on Elmer’s boyhood 
farm. After Elmer died on Aug. 23, 2005, she contin-
ued to live on the farm until 2015. She is survived by 
her sisters: Donna Bergmeier and Arlene Engle; chil-
dren: Cheryl ’80 and Marlin ’82; three grandchildren 
and seven great-grandchildren.

Delbert Bollinger (’48), Lincoln, Nebraska, died Dec. 
13, 2018, at age 94. He was born March 8, 1924, 
in Tolstoy, South Dakota, to Jake and Lydia Bieber. 
After serving in the U.S. Army, he married Wilma 
Brenneise (’46), and they began their married life 
together farming in Tolstoy. During the winters, 
they moved to Lincoln, Nebraska, so their two sons 
could attend College View Academy. There Delbert 
worked as a carpenter, helping construct many of 
the current Union College buildings and the College 
View Seventh-day Adventist Church, where he was 
a loyal member. He is survived by his sons: Gary ’71 
and Randy (’73); three grandsons and six great-grand-
children.

Eugene Taylor ’48, Mesa, Arizona, died Dec. 22, 2018, 
at age 92. He was born to Harry and Frances Adams 
Taylor on Oct. 26, 1926, in St. Helena, California. Gene 
had a love of music and starting taking violin lessons 
at age 10. He enjoyed waterskiing, snow skiing and 
racquetball. Gene spent two years as a missionary 
in Galway, Ireland. Survivors include his wife, Evelyn 
Kahler Taylor ’48; sons: Lyndon and Marvin; three 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. He was 
preceded in death by his first wife, Adeline Heglund 
Taylor (’48). 

Harold Clark ’49, Winterset, Iowa (formerly Apopka, 
Florida), died July 13, 2018, at age 91. After graduating 
from Union College, he earned a master’s degree 
from Stanford University in 1955. He was an engineer 
for Ampex Corporation and had several patents for 
that company. He is survived by two stepdaughters: 
Deloris Gilliland and Cheryl Simpson; two grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchildren.

Garnet Johnson 
Lawson ’49, Bakersfield, 
California, died Oct. 4, 
2018, at age 91. She 
was born Sept. 20, 
1927, to Garner and 
Vivian Davis Johnson. 
She met Hayden 
“Corky” Lawson ’49 at 
Union College, and they 
married in July 1948, 
after their junior year. 
After graduation, they 
served the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church at multiple academies across the 
country: Highland Academy in Portland, Tennessee; 
Grand Ledge Academy in Grand Ledge, Michigan; 
Pioneer Valley Academy in New Braintree, Massachu-
setts; Thunderbird Academy in Scottsdale, Arizona; 
Bakersfield Academy in Bakersfield, California; and 
Glendale Academy in Glendale, California. Survivors 
include her daughters: Connie Brandt, Cathie Gullett 
and Cherie Vendouris; five grandchildren; and sister, 
Merle Parrish.

Marvin Montgomery ’49, Modesto, California, died 
July 29, 2018, at age 91. He was born February 27, 
1927, to Pastor Ray and Nellie Montgomery in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. Marvin graduated from Union College 
in 1949 with a bachelor’s degree in religion and be-
came an ordained minister. In 1960, he earned a Doc-
tor of Medicine degree from Loma Linda University. 
He met and married the love of his life, Lois Beatty, 
in 1965. In 1966 they moved to Modesto, California, 
and he began a private practice in Waterford, where 
he served for 27 years before retiring in 1993. He is 
survived by his wife, Lois; son, Gregg; daughter, Shelly; 
five grandchildren; and sister, Ann Perry.

1950s
H. Jack Harris ’50, Long Beach, California, died Jan. 28, 
2019, at age 94. He was born to Monroe and Mary 
Harris on Oct. 9, 1924, in Wall, South Dakota. He met 
Edna Maier (’48) at Plainview Academy. Immediately 
after graduation, he was drafted and served in the U.S. 
Army as a noncombatant in France, Italy, Belgium and 
Germany. After the war, Jack and Edna were reunited 
and married on Dec. 23, 1945. After graduating from 
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liam Goff while working in Boulder, 
Colorado. They married in 1952 
and later settled in Grand Rapids, 
Minnesota. She raised seven 
children, ran Bill’s greenhouse and 
continued working as a nurse at 
the hospital. Through the years, she 
was nurse in the medical-surgical 
unit, obstetrics, emergency room 
and ended her 44-year career in 
obstetrics. Survivors include her 
sister, Joyce Gray; children: Carol 
Penrosa ’76, Nancy, Ronald ’81, 
Mary (’79), Kathleen Goff-Har-
mon ’85, Patricia Reszetylo (’90) 
and Rebecca Wilkins; 12 grandchil-
dren and nine great-grandchildren. 

Phyllis Kuhnke Bailey (’53), 
Grimes, Iowa, died April 12, 2019, 
at age 85. She was born Sept. 1, 
1933, in Holyoke, Colorado. She 
grew up on a wheat farm in the 
northeastern corner of Colorado 
with gardens and a nice watermel-
on patch. She and her sisters sold 
watermelons at the town square 
in summer to pay their way to 
Campion Academy. While at Union 
College, she met and married Ray 
Bailey ’55.

Wadia Fargo Farag ’54, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, died Aug. 15, 2018, 
at age 96. She was born on Feb. 
19, 1922, to Fatouhi and Salma 
Fargo, where she lived until she 
married Shafeek Farag. Wadia’s 
family was the first Seventh-day 
Adventist converts in Iraq, where 
her family and extended family 

lian Shafer Ford. Sylvia 
graduated from Union 
College with a nursing 
degree and married 
Marvin Larson ’51. 
Marvin was a pastor 
in Brownsville, Texas, 
before they moved 
to Costa Rica, where 
he taught religion 
and ran a chicken 
farm and bakery.  She 
is survived by her 
children: Verna Ames, 
Nancy Saunders, 

Marilynn Dettwiler and Ronley; six grandchildren and 
four great-granddaughters. 

Clifford Ortner ’51, Portland, Oregon, died Nov. 
15, 2018, at age 93. He was born Sept. 19, 1925, in 
Clinton, Missouri. He is survived by his son: Kenneth; 
daughters, Cheryl and Debbie Bruer; seven grandchil-
dren and 13 great-grandchildren.

Loneta Richter Pauly ’51, Keene, Texas, died Dec. 21, 
2018, at age 97. Born June 14, 1921, in Keene, Texas, 
she graduated from Southwestern Junior College in 
1941, and taught in Austin, Texas, where she met and 
married Albert Pauly ’49. When he returned from 
military service in WWII, they both graduated from 
Union College. She and her husband were educa-
tors in Keene Public Schools from 1952-1979 and at 
Chisholm Trail Academy from 1979-1989, when he 
passed away. Survivors include her sister, Helen Bar-
ber; children: Steve and Lisa Jenkins; five grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren.

Clara Heitzmann Wetenkamp (’51), Tintah, Minnesota, 
died Jan. 23, 2019, at age 97. Clara was born on Nov. 
24, 1921, to Adam and Louisa Kluck Heitzmann. After 
graduating from Sheyenne River Academy, she taught 
in a rural country school near McClusky. She also 
spent time as a camp counselor at Northern Lights 
Camp near Bottineau, North Dakota. While work-
ing at camp, she met Donald Wetenkamp ’52, and 
they married Aug. 10, 1947. After Donald completed 
his coursework, they settled on a farm near Tintah, 
Minnesota, where they raised their two daughters. She 
and Donald served on three self-supporting mission 
trips to Guyana, South America, from 1960-1963. 
She is survived by her daughters: Viola Redick ’76 
and Videll Ahrens ’77; two grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. 

Juanita Waugh Goff ’52, Grand Rapids, Minnesota, 
died Jan. 14, 2019, at age 90. She was born to George 
and Ilura Waugh on Dec. 1, 1928. Graduating with a 
degree in nursing from Union College, she met Wil-

Union College, he pastored churches in the Okla-
homa City area before their stint as missionaries in 
Brazil. When they returned to the states, Jack began 
administrative duties in New York, Wisconsin, South-
ern California and Oregon as well as in the Columbia 
Union Conference and the North Pacific Union 
Conference. For a decade after he retired, he led the 
Adventist Retirees organization. After Edna died in 
2014, he moved to Long Beach, California, to be close 
to his daughter. Survivors include children: Karyl and 
Lance; four grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.

Aaron Moon ’50, Lincoln, Nebraska, died April 5, 
2019, at age 95. He was born Feb. 20, 1924, near 
Motley, Minnesota, to George and Belle Moon. During 
World War II he served as a U.S. Army medic in the 
South Pacific. On Aug. 17, 1947, he married Evelyn 
Adams ’50. Aaron taught for 35 years in public and 
Seventh-day Adventist elementary schools. He retired 
at 62 and lived 33 years in the village of Cheney 
southeast of Lincoln. Survivors include his wife, Evelyn; 
daughter, Nancy Meier ’75; sons: Jerry ’71 and Larry 
’75; and three grandsons.

Edith Williamson Fletcher ’51, Roseburg, Oregon, 
died May 26, 2018, at age 88. She was born Jan. 31, 
1930, in Dalworth Park, Texas, to Guy and Zenobia 
Pilgreen Williamson. She graduated with a degree in 
nursing from Union College. On Oct. 7, 1951, Edith 
married M. Duane Fletcher (’47). In 1954, they moved 
to Roseburg, Oregon, where Duane practiced medi-
cine and she assisted him in the office until he retired 
in 1985. Edith enjoyed gardening, traveling to visit 
family and friends, trips to the Oregon coast, visiting 
Wildlife Safari in Winston, Oregon, and watching the 
many varieties of birds in her yard. She is survived by 
her children: Donald, Larry, Jeri Litvin and Kevin; eight 
grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.

Jane Conrad Guy (’51), Lawton, Michigan, died April 
9, 2019, at age 88. She was born a twin on May 30, 
1930, near Coffeyville, Kansas, to Wade and Roset-
ta Conrad. In 1948 she graduated from Enterprise 
Academy and met her future husband, Herman 
Guy ’54 there. Married a year later, they served in 
Minnesota, California, New Mexico, Texas, New Jersey, 
Kansas and Peru, South America. In 1968 Jane fulfilled 
a lifelong dream when she graduated with a degree as 
a registered nurse from Loma Linda University School 
of Nursing. Survivors include her children: Jan Steffen 
’74, Jon (’76) and Jim; seven grandchildren and 12 
great-grandchildren; sisters: Jean Hein, Lucille Heiser, 
Frances Bouman and Becky LeMere; brothers: Delbert 
and Leon Conrad.

Sylvia Ford Larson ’51, Gladstone, Oregon, died Sept. 
28, 2018, at age 91. She was born July 10, 1927, in 
Cajabamba, Ecuador, South America, to Orley and Lil-

Sylvia Ford Larson
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California, where he practiced family medicine at 
Shasta General Hospital while providing part-time 
support for the local prison system for the next 35 
years. In 2005 they moved to a retirement community 
in Rio Vista, California, and in 2014 to an independent 
retirement facility in Saint Helena, California. He is 
survived by his son, Todd; two grandchildren and two 
great-granddaughters; and brother, Samuel.

Ardyce Kuhnke Weatherall (’56), Apopka, Florida, 
died April 9, 2019, at age 83. She was born July 16, 
1935, in Holyoke, Colorado. She grew up on a wheat 
farm in the northeastern corner of Colorado with 
gardens and a nice watermelon patch. She and her 
sisters sold watermelons at the town square in sum-
mer to pay their way to Campion Academy. While at 
Union College, she met and married Don Weatherall 
’56.

Myrna Banta Forbes (’57), Lincoln, Nebraska, died 
April 27, 2019, at age 81. She was born July 30, 1937, 
to Elmer and Eunice Banta. After graduating from high 
school in Morrill, Nebraska, in 1955, she taught school 
in Buffalo, Wyoming, for one year before taking a train 
to Lincoln to enroll at Union College in 1956. There 
she met Frank Forbes ’62, and they were married 
in Torrington, Wyoming, on Oct. 27, 1957. She was a 
generous person, a good cook and homemaker. Survi-
vors include her husband: Frank; children: Brian, Bruce 
’86 and Brenda Dickerson ’86; two grandchildren and 
two brothers.

Lloyd Johnson ’57, Pierre, South Dakota, died May 
11, 2019, at age 87. He was born Sept. 28, 1931, 
graduated from Plainview Academy and Union 
College. He married Gayle Thomas (’56) on June 
17, 1953, in Bowdle, South Dakota. They lived in 14 
different locations while Lloyd served in the U.S. Army 
and pursued his education. He graduated from Loma 
Linda University School of Dentistry in 1961 and they 
moved to Pierre, where Lloyd practiced dentistry 
until his retirement in 2005. In retirement he was 
a traveling dentist with Delta Dental South Dakota 
Caremobile, bringing modern dental care to under-
served populations in South Dakota. He is survived 
by children: Craig, Marlin, and Rhonda Goransson 
(’83); sister, Carol Allen; and four grandchildren.

Patricia Gordon Spaulding ’57, Lincoln, Nebraska, 
died Jan. 9, 2019, at age 82. She was born Oct. 5, 
1936, to Robert and Rose Curry Gordon. She retired 
as office manager at the department of entomology 
at University of Georgia in Athens, Georgia. Pat was 
an active church member and supporter of her alma 
mater, Union College, where she met her husband, 
James Spaulding ’56. She is survived by her husband, 
Jim; children: Susan Jones, Ric (former employee) and 

in Arkansas and charge nurse for Kansas City Internal 
Revenue Service Health Clinic until she retired in 
1999. She visited many countries around the world, 
and above all, she enjoyed reading her Bible and 
spending time with family and friends. Survivors 
include her children: Martin ’80; Lynne Lake ’82; and 
Lowell ’87; eight grandchildren and one great-grand-
child; and brother, Robert Reynolds.

Betty Krueger Macomber ’55, Saint Helena, Califor-
nia, died Oct. 31, 2018, at age 86. She was born Feb. 
22, 1932, to Benjamin and Frieda Krueger. She gradu-
ated from Union in 1955 and married Ed Macomber 
’56 in a double wedding ceremony with her sister, 
Idella ’54 and Orlie Curtis ’54 on June 5, 1955. After 
Ed completed his medical education in Kansas, the 
family lived in Dallas, Texas, and Redding, California. 
Betty held leadership roles in the Redding Adventist 
Community Service and in the local chapter of the 
AIDS support group. She is survived by her son, Todd; 
two grandchildren and two great-granddaughters; 
sister : Idella; and brothers: Calvin ’55 and Arlo ’60.

Patricia Lounsberry Shanko (’55), Apopka, Florida, 
died Oct. 21, 2018, at age 86. Born Dec. 19, 1931, to 
Harold and Helen Lounsberry, she attended both 
Union College and Washington Missionary College, 
where she earned a nursing degree in 1955. Her 
first job was a nurse at Washington Sanitarium and 
Hospital in Takoma Park, Maryland. In that same hospi-
tal, she met Noel Shanko while sharing a songbook 
during singing bands. They married in June 1957, and 
she was a nurse in multiple cities where her husband 
was pastor. She was director of women’s ministries 
for Florida Conference for 12 years. Survivors include 
her husband, Noel; children: Rob, Shellie Campbell 
and Susie Bonds; and three grandchildren.

Clyde Gunnels (’56), Amarillo, Texas, died July 6, 2018, 
at age 84. He was born Aug. 12, 1933, to George and 
Mabel McKinney Gunnels. He married Carol Wash-
ington on July 19, 1958, and they farmed and ranched 
in the Field, New Mexico, community for over 60 
years. His passions in life were family, flying, amuse-
ment parks and cruises. Survivors included wife, Carol; 
daughters: Jule’ Abernathy, Rene’ Graham and Rachelle 
Sicher ; and four grandchildren.

Edward Macomber ’56, Saint Helena, California, died 
Nov. 12, 2018, at age 90. He was born Dec. 23, 1927, 
to Arthur and Rose Macomber. Ed served in the U.S. 
Army medical corps during the Korean War. After 
his discharge from the Army, he used the GI Bill to 
attend Union College, where he met and married 
Betty Krueger ’55. He completed medical school in 
1962, and the family moved to Dallas, Texas, where he 
practiced radiology. In 1970, they moved to Redding, 

largely made up the church, which 
still continues today. Wadia and 
Shafeek immigrated to the United 
States in 1948 with their two small 
daughters: Huda (former staff) 
and Wafiya “Fifi”. Wadia earned 
a bachelor’s degree from Union 
College and a master’s degree 
from University of Nebraska—Lin-
coln while working and caring for 
her family. Later the family moved 
to LaGrange Park, Illinois, where 
she worked for over 30 years 
as a registered dietitian at Rush 
Presbyterian Hospital in Chicago. 
After retirement she and Shafeek 
divided their time between a farm 
in Manitoba, Canada, and Sun City, 
Arizona. She is survived by her 
daughter, Huda; and five grandchil-
dren, all of whom graduated from 
Union College.

Betty Reynolds ’54, Pleasant Hill, 
Missouri, died April 30, 2019, at 
age 87. She was born Sept. 7, 1931, 
to Russell and Marie Wimmer 
Reynolds. She earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing degree from 
Union College and a Master of 
Public Health degree from Loma 
Linda University. On June 1, 1954, 
she married her college sweet-
heart, Wayne Reynolds ’51. They 
moved to Loma Linda, California, 
where she was a nurse while he 
completed medical school. She 
was his office manager, nurse and 
bookkeeper in his medical practice 
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practicing dentistry in Portland, Ore-
gon. His focus was aesthetic dentistry 
and occlusion. He specialized in full-
mouth restorative treatment, as well as 
treating those with severe bite disor-
ders. Survivors include his wife, Linda; 
sisters: Grace Sumi Carlos and Esther 
Yuriko Okamura; children: Cynthia 
Alegre and Ken; and six grandchildren.

Charles Russell ’62, Brainerd, Minne-
sota, died Dec. 24, 2018, at age 87. He 
was born May 30, 1931, to Charles and 
Eva Chapman Russell. He married the 
love of his life, Marjorie Holm (’51), on 
March 1, 1952. Charles was an ortho-
pedic surgeon for 33 years. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Margie; sons: Charles 
and Donald ’78; sisters: Alvina Peterson, 
Addie Olson, and Nina Christianson; 
brother: James; one granddaughter and 
one great-granddaughter.

Jeraldine Swim Berthelsen (’63), Lin-
coln, Nebraska, died May 17, 2019, at 
age 84. Born Sept. 12, 1934, to Ora and 
Opal Adams Swim, Jeraldine was raised 
and grew up in Keye Paha County on 
the family ranch. She graduated from 
Platte Valley Academy in 1951 and 
attended Union College. She was a 
homemaker her whole life and lived in 
the College View area of Lincoln for 61 
years. She is survived by her husband, 
Owen ’61; sons: Kelly ’79, Steven ’76 
and Gary ’84; daughters: Kara Buck ’85 
and Monique Saunders ’84; and eight 
grandchildren.

Salli Jenks (current staff); six grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren; siblings, Ron Gordon and 
Jane Cunningham.

Erma Haffner Webb ’57, Apopka, Florida, died April 
15, 2019, at age 86. She was born March 16, 1933. 
She earned a nursing degree from Union College 
and master’s degree from Loma Linda University. 
Erma taught nursing for Southern Adventist Uni-
versity on the Florida Hospital campuses through-
out central Florida until the time of her retirement. 
Erma’s passion for helping people led her to start 
Shepherd’s Hope through her church, which met 
weekly and provided health care to the underpriv-
ileged in the surrounding communities. Survivors 
include her husband, James; children: Scott, Sandee 
Richards and Steve; four grandchildren; brother, 
Harold ’61; and sister, Carol Hayes ’63.

Max Bradley ’58, Las Vegas, Nevada, died March 28, 
2019, at age 88. He is survived by his wife, Marillyn 
Harr Bradley (’58); son, Barry; brother: Bid ’62; and 
sister Bonita Rapp.

Wayne Voegele ’58, Wichita, Kansas, died March 
31, 2019, at age 88. He was born March 1, 1931, 
to Julius and Magdalena Binder Voegele. Wayne 
met Darlena Stafford (’52) at Union College and 
they married on Aug. 25, 1952. He was a teacher 
in Parkston, South Dakota, and then executive in 
the healthcare industry for 47 years in the Midwest 
and Florida. His last position was business manager 
at Stanford Orthopedics in Orlando, Florida. In 
2016 they moved to Wichita, Kansas, to be near his 
daughter. He is survived by his wife, Darlena; sister, 
Twila Bauer ’67; children: Janna Chacko, Stanford 
and Julie Damschroder; and seven grandchildren.

Patricia Shelton ’59, Lincoln, Nebraska, died April 
21, 2019, at age 83. She was born Feb. 8, 1936, 
to Jack and Vesta Jetton Shelton. Pat was a special 
education teacher and counselor for Lincoln 
Public Schools, retiring in 1998 after 30 plus years. 
After graduating from Union College, she earned 
a master’s degree from University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln. She was a volunteer for the Lincoln 
Education Association and member of the College 
View Seventh-day Adventist Church. Survivors 
include her niece, Lisa Beachamp; nephew, Jeffery 
Wright and many friends including Ralph ’87 and 
Kerrie Seltmann Schnell ’87, Ben ’05 and Kylie 
Schnell Barber ’11 and Eli ’18 and Laryssa Schnell 
McFadyen ’18.

1960s
Darrell Lang ’60, Huntington Beach, California, died 
Feb. 8, 2019, at age 87. In his early years, he worked 
on the family farm in Cleveland, North Dakota, and 

later was an elementary school teacher, truck driver 
and did custom combining before coming to Union 
College. He joined the Army and was a medic in Ger-
many during the Korean War. After earning a medical 
degree from Loma Linda University, he practiced 
medicine for 35 years—30 years as a urologist and 
several years as chief of staff at Glendale Adventist 
Medical Center. He volunteered with Project HOPE 
on the S.S. Hope, providing free medical services for 
the needy in South America. Survivors include wife, 
Veloris; children: Steve, Greg and Cari Offenhauser ; 
stepdaughters: Kristen Leatherberry and Karin Jenkins; 
six grandchildren, five step-grandchildren and one 
great-grandson; sisters: Marilyn McArthur (’58) and 
Bonnie Daniel (’67); and brother, Roger Lang (’59). 

Dorothy McDuffie Wilson ’60, Roseville, California, 
died Jan. 19, 2019, at age 85. She was born Nov. 30, 
1933 to Bryan and Dorothy McDuffie. In 1951 she 
began her college education at Walla Walla College, 
where she met Leland Wilson (former faculty), her 
future husband. They were married in 1955. After he 
graduated, they moved to Lincoln, Nebraska, where 
Leland taught chemistry and she earned a degree in 
secretarial science. In 1966 they accepted a mission 
assignment to the Philippines, where Leland taught 
math and science at Philippine Union College. In 
1974, they moved to La Sierra, California, for another 
teaching assignment. Dorothy earned a nursing de-
gree and was a nurse in hospitals, home health and el-
der care settings in California and Kansas. In 2001 she 
moved to Manchester, Kentucky, where she facilitated 
an online education program for junior high students. 
She is survived by two sisters: Warrine Harden and 
Lorae Williams; children: Jancie Clark, Leland, Laurie, 
Kifford (’84) and Erik Malesido; 13 grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren.

Shigeo “Jerry” Aso ’61, Portland, Oregon, died Jan. 9, 
2019, at age 79. Born on Aug. 2, 1939, to George and 
Kimi Aso. At the age of two and following Execu-
tive Order 9066, he and his family were among the 
110,000 Japanese Americans incarcerated during 
World War II from 1942-1945. Forced to leave their 
home in the San Francisco Bay Area, they spent an 
initial period at the Tanforan civilian relocation center, 
were subsequently transferred to permanent facilities 
in the Topaz, Utah internment camp and later relo-
cated to Amache, Colorado. After their release, the 
family resettled in Denver, Colorado. After graduating 
from Campion Academy and Union College, Jerry 
taught English and history at Sunnydale Academy and 
Hawaiian Mission Academy. He also taught English 
to private government officials in Tokyo, Japan, and at 
the University of Alaska-Fairbanks. He then earned a 
Doctor of Dental Surgery degree from Loma Linda 
University—School of Dentistry and spent 38 years 
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in Thief River Falls, Minnesota, for two years and 
in Jamestown, North Dakota, for 12 years before 
returning to Loma Linda for a preventive medicine 
residency and a master’s degree in public health. He 
joined the Beaver Medical Clinic in Redlands, Califor-
nia, where he stayed until he retired in 2009. Moving 
to Hermosa, South Dakota, he enjoyed working in the 
area of telemedicine for the past ten years. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Sandy; sons, Kevin and Kimber; two 
grandchildren; brothers: Ralph ’71, Harry and George 
’88; and sister, Ethel Buhler.

Karen Anderson Worrel ’69, North Hollywood, 
California, died Dec. 27, 2018, at age 79. She was born 
Nov. 17, 1939, to Clyde and Frances Anderson. On 
Nov. 28, 1972, she married Alan Worrel in Kansas City, 
Missouri. They settled in Bethel, Wisconsin, where Kar-
en taught elementary school. Her career in education 
took her to Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri and California. 
In 2015 she moved to North Hollywood, California, 
to be close to her daughter. Survivors include her 
daughter, Joanne; brothers: Bob Anderson ’65 and 
Fred Anderson ’68; four stepchildren: Wayne, Eric, 
Sheryl and Norman Ault; two step-grandchildren and 
one step-great-grandchild.

1970s
Gerald Juhl ’70, Drayton, North Dakota, died March 
18, 2019, at age 72. He was born Feb. 12, 1947, 
to Ralph (’40) and Betty Fischer Juhl (’45). After 
graduating from Sheyenne River Academy and Union 
College, Jerry was drafted into the U.S. Army and was 
stationed in Germany. When he returned, he met Jua-
nette Prewitt (’73) at Union College, and they were 
married March 9, 1975. They returned to Drayton, 
North Dakota, where Jerry farmed with his dad. He 
served his community many years on various boards 
including the Drayton Public School Board and Pem-
bina County Water Board. He is survived by his wife, 
Juanette; children: Tami Boyd, Scott ’05, and Jodi Opitz; 
five grandchildren; mother, Betty; sisters, Caren Davis 
’71 and Charlene Hansen (’75).

Greg Wahlen ’70, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, died Nov. 23, 
2018, at age 71. He was 
born May 18, 1947, to 
Harry and Clarette Wahlen. 
Greg graduated from 
Union College before he 
earned a master’s degree in 
guidance counseling from 
Loma Linda University—La 
Sierra Campus. He was an 

ordained Seventh-day Adventist minister and served 
as pastor in several districts in Iowa and Missouri. He 
also was a teacher and dean at several academies and 
colleges, including Cedar Lake Academy in Michigan, 

and included positions at Kingsway College in Ontar-
io, Cariboo Adventist Academy in British Columbia, 
Bugema University in Uganda, and Solusi University in 
Zimbabwe, culminating in 24 years as biology profes-
sor at Burman University (formerly Canadian Union 
College) in Alberta. He is survived by his wife, Joyce; 
sons: Bill and Rick; two grandchildren; sisters: Thora 
Van Damme and Kay Johnson.

Gaylene Kaasa Wolkwitz ’65, 
Mesa, Arizona, died May 4, 
2017, at age 75 after fighting 
cancer for 26 years. Through-
out her life she served her 
church as elementary teacher, 
mother of two, evangelism 
associate, administrative sec-
retary and as a certified trust 
officer. She is survived by her 
husband, David ’65; daughter, 

Jacinda; son, Jonathan ’89; three grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren.

Klaus Forster ’66, Days Creek, Oregon, died Oct, 4, 
2018, at age 79. He was born February 22, 1939, in 
Glogau, Germany. Survivors include his wife, Made-
laine Phillips Forster (’70); and daughters, Erika Miller 
and Ingrid Chapman.

Susan Smith Paulien (’66), Denver, Colorado, died 
May 18, 2018, at age 73. She was born April 23, 1945, 
to Jerry and Ann Smith. She graduated from Campion 
Academy, where she was involved in singing and choir. 
While attending Union College, she met Dan Paulien 
(’67). They were married and she concentrated on 
homemaking while Dan completed his education 
and then worked in Wisconsin and Colorado. She is 
survived by her husband, Dan; daughter, Pam; and two 
granddaughters.

Alan Page ’67, Denver, Colorado, died Oct. 21, 2018, 
at age 75. He was born Aug. 6, 1943, in Pennsyl-
vania. He was a member of True Life Community 
Church. He is survived by his daughters: Christy 
’95 and Cathy Dunbar; two grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren.

Glenn Kerr ’68, Hermosa, 
South Dakota, died March 
13, 2019, at age 75. He was 
born Jan. 21, 1944, to Lewis 
and Marie Phillips Kerr. He 
met Sandy Little ’67 at Union 
College. They married on Aug. 
22, 1965. Glenn graduated 
from Loma Linda University 
with a degree as a medical 
doctor in 1973 and practiced 

Judith 
Lauterbach 
McGee 
(’63), Phoe-
nix, Arizona, 
died Dec. 9, 
2018, at age 
73. She was 
born Dec. 
22, 1944, to 
Raymond 

and Darlene Lauterbach. She grad-
uated from Oak Park Academy in 
1961 and attended Union College 
before she married Lyle McGee 
on June 2, 1963. Judy was manager 
of the Adventist Book Center in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, from 1978-
2014. Survivors include husband, 
Lyle, children, Angela Weishaar 
and Brian; sisters: Betty Gonzales, 
Rita Evens and Susan Hopkins; 
brothers, Dennis Lauterbach and 
Bob Lauterbach.

William Van Scheik ’64, Lacombe, 
Alberta, Canada, died Jan. 28, 2019, 
at age 77. He was born June 5, 
1941, to M.W. “Bill” and Antoinette 
Van Scheik. Bill married Joyce Tin-
kler on July 19, 1962, and earned a 
Master of Arts in Education degree 
from Andrews University in 1967, 
master of science degree in biolo-
gy from Walla Walla University in 
1980, and Ph.D. in zoology from 
University of Alberta in 1985. His 
teaching career, which began at 
St John’s Adventist Academy in 
Newfoundland, spanned 40 years 
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IN MEMORY
Reagan Dieter ’17, Clarkston, 
Washington, died March 22, 2019, at 
age 24. He was born to Lyndon and 
Kimberly Dieter on Jan. 11, 1995. He 
graduated from Union College with 
a degree in international rescue and 
relief and an emphasis in pre-medi-
cine in 2017. Following graduation he 
took a year off while taking classes at 
Lewis-Clark State College in prepara-
tion for medical school. Reagan was a 
medical student at Washington State 
University’s Elson S. Floyd College 
of Medicine in Spokane and had just 
been notified of his acceptance into 
the U.S. Air Force, where he planned 
to continue his medical career as a 
physician. Survivors include his parents: 
Lyndon and Kimberly; brothers: Rosten 
’16 and Ryan (current student); sister : 
Riley (current student); grandparents: 
Lloyd and Chyre Mather and Phillip and 
Audine Dieter.

Wiley Austin (former faculty), 
Ooltewah, Tennessee, died Feb. 25, 
2019, at age 88. As a chemistry pro-
fessor at Union College (1966-1977) 
and Southern Adventist University 
(1977-1996), he trained many nursing 
and dental hygiene professionals. After 
his retirement, Wiley enjoyed many 
hobbies, including photography, study-
ing, gardening, enjoying conversations, 
and taking trips across Europe and Asia. 
He is survived by his daughter, Dawn; 
and son, Russell.

Notice of the following deaths has 
been received:

Leland Kaiser (’55), 
Brighton, Colorado, 
died Jan. 3, 2019, at age 82.

Marie Journey Sharon ’61, 
Waldport, Oregon, 
died May 23, 2018, at age 81.

Wynelle Huff ’62, 
Rocklin, California, 
died May 2, 2019, at age 79.

Jerry Schack ’62, 
Tolstoy, South Dakota, 
died May 18, 2019, at age 81.

Barry Vyskocil (’81), 
LaCrosse, Kansas, 
died May 3, 2018, at age 57.

Pacific Union College in California, Monterey Bay 
Academy in California, Gem State Academy in 
Idaho and Union College. Greg finished his career 
as a guidance counselor at Pius X High School in 
Lincoln, Nebraska. He is survived by his wife, Peggy 
O’Brien Wahlen ’70; daughter, Amy Finch ’01; son, 
Brien ’13; one granddaughter ; and brother, Tom 
Wahlen. To view Greg’s service, go to YouTube: 
Remembering the Life of Gregory Allen Wahlen.

Nancy Neuharth Abrams ’79, The Villages, Florida, 
died Aug. 24, 2018, at age 63. Born to Don and 
Jacqueline Fisher Neuharth ’48 on Feb. 24, 1955. 
She married Michael Abrams in August 1983 and 
they moved to Fort Collins, Colorado, where she 
earned a nursing degree from University of North-
ern Colorado. Nancy was a nurse for 27 years at 
Poudre Valley Hospital in the emergency room and 
in post-anesthesia care. At age 39, Nancy joined the 
Wyoming Air National Guard, where she qualified 
as a flight nurse. She proudly served for five years 
as a member of the 187th Aeromedical Evacuation 
Squadron, where she achieved the rank of captain. 
Survivors include her husband, Michael; sister, Don-
na Schneider ; and five Rotary exchange students.

Carolyn Jacobsen (’79), Council Bluffs, Iowa, died 
July 10, 2018, at age 65. She was born February 6, 
1953, in Pasadena, California, to Ralph and Florence 
Jacobsen. She is survived by her siblings: Kenny, 
Debbie Johnson and Ralph.

Sharon Scott ’79, Salisbury, North Carolina, died 
Aug. 18, 2018, at age 62. She was born Sept. 20, 
1955, to Robert and Shirley Scott. After graduating 
from Platte Valley Academy, she earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing degree from Union College 
in 1979. She was a registered nurse at Shawnee 
Mission Hospital (now AdventHealth Shawnee 
Mission) in Kansas, Randolph County Public Health 
in Missouri and Veterans Administration Hospital in 
Omaha, Nebraska, before her retirement. She loved 
Elvis memorabilia, NASCAR and the Green Bay 
Packers. Survivors include her mother; Shirley; and 
siblings: Jerry Teter (’74), Tom Teter (’73), Sheila 
Rushlau, Gaylan Scott, Linda Benjamin and Gerald 
Scott.

1980s
Kathy Wennihan (’80), Des Moines, Iowa, died Feb. 
15, 2019, at age 59. She was born Jan. 13, 1960, to 
Dennis and Ruth Whitson Wennihan. After grad-
uating from Oak Park Academy, Kathy attended 
Union College. She enjoyed a long career as a 
patient care technician at Mercy Hospital in Des 
Moines. She was a tireless volunteer for Above + 
Beyond Cancer and received an award from them 
in 2018 as a testament to the amazing impact the 

organization has on cancer survivors. She is survived 
by her siblings: Chuck, Deb Jecklin, Blaine and Sheryl 
Schwartz.

Curtis Reeves ’81, Calhoun, Georgia, died Jan. 21, 
2019, at age 66. He was born Aug. 2, 1951, in Walla 
Walla, Washington, to Arthur and Leona Palmer 
Reeves. He was a member of the Calhoun Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church and was a certified regis-
tered nurse anesthetist for Gordon Hospital. Curtis 
loved to garden in his spare time. He is survived by 
his wife, Kathy Olson Reeves (’74); son, Cory; daugh-
ter, Kelli Higgins; three brothers: Linden (’67), Evan 
and Vincent; and five grandchildren.

Kim Ihrig Vokal ’81, Omaha, Nebraska, died March 
11, 2019, at age 63. She was born Aug. 4, 1955. While 
attending Union College, she served in Hong Kong 
as a student missionary. She continued her travel 
adventures as a flight attendant for TWA. Kim was an 
administrative assistant when she met and married 
Don Vokal in 1990. They lived in Oregon and Hawaii 
before returning to Bellevue, Nebraska, to raise their 
family. She was very involved in volunteer activities 
in her children’s schools and at Avery Presbyterian 
Church. She is survived by her husband, Don; children: 
Nathan, Emily and Charles; brother, Robert; and sister, 
Pamela Winn.

Wesley Jaster ’88, Waynesboro, Penn., died Dec. 14, 
2018, at age 78. Born March 16, 1940, to William 
and Minnie Sorge Jaster, Wesley graduated from La 
Sierra College with a degree in theology. He earned 
a Master of Divinity degree and took additional 
hours toward a Doctor of Ministry degree from 
Andrews University. Later he earned a business 
degree from Union College and passed the certified 
public accountant exam on his first attempt. Wesley 
was a pastor in a number of churches in Washington 
and Wisconsin before being elected as an officer of 
Wisconsin Conference. He was director of what is 
now AdventSource, before joining Adventist Health 
System as an internal auditor. He then became direc-
tor of material management for George Washington 
University Hospital Center in Washington, D.C. 
After retiring, he opened a tax practice, preparing 
tax returns for clients in the Waynesboro area. He 
enjoyed gardening, working in his shop and fishing. He 
is survived by his wife, Helen; children, Charles ’87, 
Nancy Potts ’88 and Sylvia Trotter ’91; grandchildren 
and step-grandchildren; twin brother, Lesley Jaster. 

2010s
Kevin Carstensen ’13, Council Bluffs, Iowa, died Nov. 
4, 2018, at age 31. He was born in North Platte, 
Nebraska, on March 16, 1987. He was an emergency 
room physician assistant in CHI Mercy Hospital in 
Council Bluffs. 
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by Lauren Bongard Schwarz ’04

Dr. Samuel DeShay: 
A Legacy of 
Learning and 
Service
           hen he passed away on May 7, 2019, at the age of 86, Dr. Samuel 
DeShay left behind a distinguished legacy of family, healing, music and 
learning.
 The great-grandson of a slave, DeShay graduated from Union 
College in 1954 with a degree in chemistry. His next stop was medical 
school at Loma Linda University (then called the College of Medical 
Evangelists). During his second year, he was diagnosed with an aggressive 
form of cancer. After undergoing treatments, DeShay left medical school 
and enrolled in Emmanuel Missionary College (now Andrews University), 
where he could continue to recover while studying. He earned a Master’s 
degree in Systematic Theology in 1957. However, becoming a doctor was 
still his dream, so, having survived his battle with cancer, he reapplied to 
medical school and graduated with honors in 1959. But he still wasn’t
done accumulating degrees. A lifelong learner, DeShay later earned a 
doctorate in ministry ethics from Howard University in 1982.
 DeShay married Bernice Moore in 1960. A year later, the DeShays 
were invited to serve in West Africa, becoming the first known African 
American Seventh-day Adventist medical missionaries on the continent.
 Between 1961 and 1973, DeShay practiced in Ghana, Sierra Leone 
and Nigeria, and was the Health Director of the Ghana-based West 
African Union for eight years. He oversaw treatment of and decreases in 
cases of leprosy, and he developed work programs and a school at a lep-
rosy hospital. He also served as personal physician to the crown prince of 
Ethiopia and the president of Uganda, and he was a consulting physician 
for other African leaders. 
 During the Nigerian Civil War, DeShay was medical director in 
Rivers State, Nigeria. While treating wounded soldiers, the opposition 
came to the hospital to kill surviving fighters. DeShay turned the mob 
away, telling them that they’d have to kill him to get through the doors. 
 He continued caring for patients until the situation further deterio-
rated and he had to flee in the middle of the night. His book Out of Biafra 

by Canoe tells the story of his and his wife’s escape from the war zone. 
After leaving, still impacted by the persistent need, DeShay joined other 
missionary doctors in lobbying the European Christian organization to 
help rebuild West Africa. 

 After returning to the United States, the DeShays raised 
two daughters, Joy and Teymi. In 1976, DeShay became the first 
African American director of the General Conference Health and 
Temperance Department. He was then appointed as Associate 
Director for International Health while continuing to serve as 
a clinical physician. He also registered patents and trademarks, 
including one for a natural blood pressure balm. In 1984, DeShay 
opened a private internal medicine practice in Takoma Park, 
Maryland, where his wife also worked as an RN.
 Along with his educational and medical accomplishments, 
DeShay was an accomplished classical pianist and a lifelong musi-
cian. He became his church’s pianist at age 13, studied at London’s 
Royal School of Music, and played Beethoven’s piano in Germany. 
While at Union, he was the pianist for college chapel services and 
often played alongside his mentor, chemistry professor Guy C. 
Jorgensen.
 Family and friends remember DeShay as loving, kind, and 
committed to education. He is survived by his wife, daughters, 
grandchildren and many friends and patients.C

Lauren Schwarz is a Union graduate and freelance writer based in 

Bozeman, Montana.

W

Union grduate Dr. Samuel DeShay served as a medical missionary for many 
years—including serving as the personal physician to the crown prince of  
Ethiopia and as medical director in Rivers State, Nigeria, during a civil war.

IN MEMORY
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THE LAST WORD

Joshua probably stood there saddened and 
maybe a little stunned—yet ready for his 

new role. He had just received this biggest 
assignment of his life from God himself. The 
Lord revealed to His new chosen leader what 
the future had in store.

“Moses my servant is dead. Now then, 
you and all these people, get ready to cross the 
Jordan River into the land I am about to give to 
them—to the Israelites.” (Joshua 1:2 NIV)

God repeated the promise he had made 
to His people for generations—a promise to 
give them the land spread out before them and 
turn them into a great nation.

Then He said, “be strong and courageous. 
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for 
the Lord your God will be with you wherever 
you go.” (Joshua 1:9 NIV)

Certainly God’s promise to be with Joshua 
gave him reason to be courageous. But what 
prepared him for such a monumental task?

The book of Exodus recounts the story 
of Moses leading Israel on their epic journey 
from Egypt to the promised land. Early in the 
story Joshua appears—as one of the spies who 
reported a land ready for God’s people, a mil-
itary commander, and as an aid to Moses. He 
even accompanied Moses on one of his trips 
up the mountain to meet with God.

In fact, Joshua is called “Moses aid since 
youth” in Numbers 11:28. Talk about an intern-
ship! After spending a lifetime watching and 
assisting Moses and experiencing his interac-
tions with God, who better to take over as 
leader of God’s people?

At Union College we believe this type 
of learning is vital the success of our students. 

Lifetime
of a

Vinita Sauder, President

Union events
December 6 — Fine Arts Christmas Concert

Join us for a Christmas music extravaganza with 
Union’s choral and instrumental ensemble groups 
at 7:30 p.m. in the College View Church or watch it 
live at ucollege.edu/utv

December 18  — End of second semester

Our students finish their finals and take some time 
off to celebrate the holidays before classes resume 
on January 13.

January 13  — Spring 2020 classes begin

January 23-26—Preview Days

High school students can visit Union for free! Send 
your juniors and seniors to experience classes, 
meet professors and find out how Union may be 
the perfect fit. We’ll even help pay for travel. Learn 
more at ucollege.edu/visit

Jan 28-Feb 1  — Music Festival

Adventist Academy students from across Mid-
America will form a Festival Choir that will perform 
on Sabbath afternoon, February 1.

February 12-16  — Spring Tournament

Basketball teams from Adventist high schools 
around the country will participate in a three day 
tournament on Union’s campus.

April 2-5  — Union ReUnion

Join us for Union ReUnion Homecoming 2020! 
We’ll be honoring the classes of 2010, 2000, 1995, 
1990, 1980, 1970, 1960, 1950 and 1940. Come 
back to Union again to reconnect with friends 
and see how Union continues to be an excellent 
educational experience for students today..Learn 
more at ucollege.edu/reunion

May 8-10  — Graduation

Help us celebrate the hard work put in by the 
Class of 2020. Festivities begin Friday afternoon and 
conclude with the commencement ceremony on 
Sunday at 11:00 a.m.

Many of our programs currently 
require internships—and these expe-
riences always enhance classroom 
learning and often lead directly to jobs 
after graduation.

Now, as a part of our expand-
ing student success initiative, by 
next school year all of our degree 
programs will require at least one 
internship—giving every one of our 
students practical experience to apply 
their classroom learning in real world 
situations and build a network of 
contacts that will service them when 
they launch their own career.

In this issue of CORD, you’ll 
read stories of how those internship 
experiences impacted our graduates 
and often led to first jobs and fulfilling 
careers. Please keep Union in your 
prayers as we do everything possible 
to help our students become highly 
sought graduates who live their lives 
joyfully in God’s calling.

.

Our mission
Union College is a Seventh-day Adventist community of higher education, inspired 
by Jesus Christ and dedicated to empowering students to learn, serve and lead.

Learn more about Union’s mission and vision at ucollege.edu/mission

THE INTERNSHIP
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Contact a college classmate today and make 
plans to meet them on campus during 

alumni weekend. You won’t want to miss the 
opportunity to visit with friends you haven’t seen 
since graduation or be part of the Union College 
experience for a few days. 

Special recognition will be given for:

• Honor classes from 1950, 1960, 1965, 
1970, 1975, 1990, 1995, 2000 and 2010

Looking forward to seeing you April 2-5, 2020.


