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Rationale 
 
Given the impacts of COVID-19 on student performance, Union College has implemented an 
optional Credit/No Credit Policy effective for Spring Semester 2020 undergraduate courses only. 
This modification to our grading policy recognizes the disruption and stresses that this 
unprecedented situation has placed on both students and faculty, while ensuring that Union 
College maintains academic integrity and being attentive to student success. 
 
The terms “Credit” (CR) and “No Credit” (NC) are equal to a “Pass” and “No Pass” designation 
used by some other colleges or universities.  
 
The Credit or No Credit grade may be administered in courses that meet General Education 
requirements, major requirements or minor requirements except as detailed in the “Negative 
Impacts” section of this policy. For example, CWSE requires letter grades for all Social Work 
courses, as detailed in the “Negative Impacts” section below. 
 
There is no limit to the number of courses which a student may petition for a Credit or No Credit 
grade for the Spring 2020 semester.  
 
A Credit grade will be counted as earned hours but will not be calculated into the student’s GPA.  
A No Credit grade will have no earned hours and will not be calculated into the student’s GPA.  
 
The Credit/No Credit grade equivalents for undergraduate courses are: 

● Credit = A, A-, B+, B, B-, C 
● No Credit = C-, D+, D, D-, F 

 
Once a Credit/No Credit grade option is selected for a final course grade, it cannot be reversed 
in the future. It is permanent in the student’s official transcript. 
 
The Optional Credit/No Credit policy has a number of advantages or disadvantages for 
students. Each student must carefully consider the impacts of the choice between final letter 
grades and Credit/No Credit grades. For those students who may pursue professional 
certifications or licensure or higher educational degrees, it is incumbent upon the student to 
ensure that electing to take the Credit/No Credit option will not adversely affect the student’s 
future plans.  
 
 
 



Positive Impacts: Choosing a Credit/No Credit has potential advantages for some students in 
certain situations:  

1) A potential advantage from the Credit/No Credit grade option is having a grade that will 
not impact the student’s GPA. For example, if the student is just meeting a GPA cutoff 
for graduating with honors or for playing on a varsity team, they may want to take a 
Credit grade in a course to keep the student’s GPA at the same average.  

2) If the student is taking a general education course or an elective that does not impact the 
student’s major and is not a prerequisite for other courses, taking a Credit grade will help 
the student pass a course without negatively impacting the student’s GPA. 

3) Taking a No Credit grade may be an advantage for the student if the student is 
potentially failing a course since the No Credit will not impact the student’s GPA in the 
same way a “D,” “D-” or “F” may trigger academic, scholarship or other financial or 
academic consequences. 
 

Negative Impacts: Choosing a Credit or No Credit grade includes, but is not limited to, the 
following potential impacts: 

1) Some courses are part of a major or program that will not accept a Credit/No Credit 
grade as part of a licensed or credentialed degree. Numerous external certifying or 
accrediting organizations may not recognize a Credit/No Credit grade. For example: 

Nursing: Some states will not issue a nursing license if Credit/No Credit grades 
are recorded in a transcript.  
Social Work: Program accreditation policy will not accept or permit Credit or No 
Credit course grades. The CSWE requires letter grades for Social Work courses. 
Education: For Education courses, a Credit grade will equal a “C” for cognate 
courses, and meets CAEP and Seventh-day Adventist North American Division 
denominational certification. The Nebraska Department of Education has not 
determined Credit/No Credit grade impacts in their standards for a student’s state 
certification. This may hold true in other states.  
Similar circumstances may apply in other professional areas where licensure or  
certification is required for future practice. 

2) If the course is a prerequisite for a course required by a major or for degree completion 
at another undergraduate institution, a Credit grade may not be accepted.  

3) Some graduate programs at other institutions may not accept a Credit grade for a course 
in a major or minor that is a prerequisite for a graduate degree program. 

4) If the student transfers to another college, a Credit grade may not be recognized for 
credit by the other college or university for an essential course. However, with hundreds 
of colleges doing alternative grading for this spring semester, there may be leeway 
granted. 

5) Changing a letter grade to a No Credit grade will mean the student will need to retake 
that course or a different elective in its place based upon the student’s individual 
situation and requirements needed to complete their degree, or their graduation timeline. 
 
 



 
 

Optional Credit/No Credit Grading Implementation Process 
 
Faculty will grade student work as usual and enter final letter grades in the Self-Service system 
and be made available to students by the Registrar on the Final Grade submission date.  
 
After final grades are entered, a student may decide to complete a petition request to change a 
letter grade to Credit/No Credit. 
 
Students are then able to petition to change their submitted final letter grades to a Credit/No 
Credit grade following this process: 

1. The student is required to first consult with their Academic Advisor or Division Chair to 
see what implications a Credit/No Credit grade selection will have on their graduation 
plan.  

2. If the student then decides to petition to change any of their initially submitted final letter 
grades to a Credit/No Credit grade, the student must notify Records that they wish to 
complete the Request for Credit/No Credit Grade form.  

3. Records will prepare the form for DocuSign and route it to the student.  
4. Once the student completes the form, it will be routed to both the Academic Advisor and 

Division Chair to DocuSign the petition form.  
5. It will then be routed back to the Records office for processing.  

 
Undergraduate students will have until 5:00 pm on Wednesday, May 20 to petition to change a 
Spring 2020 undergraduate course grade from a letter grade to a Credit/No Credit grade.  
 
All courses completed and successfully petitioned that have a letter grade of C or better will be 
changed to a Credit grade. All courses completed and successfully petitioned that have a C- or 
lower grade will be changed to a No Credit grade. 
 
All courses completed and successfully petitioned with a Credit (equivalent to a grade of C or 
better) will meet requirements for majors and will count toward all degree and prerequisite 
requirements at Union College.  
 
Courses changed to a No Credit will not meet requirements for majors and will not count toward 
degree and prerequisite requirements at Union College.  
 
No Credit course grades may have an impact on Student Financial Aid. It is the student’s 
responsibility to discuss implications of a Credit/No Credit grade on financial aid eligibility with 
Student Financial Services, and other scholarship or sponsoring groups to determine the impact 
of choosing to take a Credit/No Credit grade for a course. 
 



The student will receive written confirmation that their final letter grade has been changed to a 
Credit or No Credit grade by May 31, 2020. 
 
Incompletes 
 
The Credit/No Credit Policy does not impact or replace the Incomplete Grade policy of Union 
College as detailed in the 2018-2020 Academic Bulletin. That policy states:  
 

“Students may petition to receive the designation of incomplete (I) in case of illness or 
unavoidable circumstances unrelated to the course requirements. By federal regulation, 
an incomplete is only available if a major portion of the course has been completed 
satisfactorily. 
 
A request for an incomplete must be approved by the instructor and division chair. It 
must be submitted before the final examination week. The deadline for course 
completion is no later than the end of the following term (not including the summer term - 
until December, 2020). Failure to meet this contract deadline will result in recording of 
the original grade as indicated on the request. Forms are available in the Records office” 
(p. 36).  

 
Spring Semester Final Grade Options 
 
To summarize, students have options to consider for final course grades as defined by existing 
policies and policies implemented for the Spring 2020 semester including: 
 

1. Letter Grade: The student can keep their earned letter grade. 
2. Credit/No Credit Grade: The student can petition to receive a Credit or No Credit grade 

as detailed in this policy. 
3. Incomplete Grade: The student will have the week before finals to appeal for an 

Incomplete as a grade as long as the request meets the Bulletin policy for an Incomplete 
grade as detailed above and in the 2018-2020 Academic Bulletin. The student will need 
to review the Academic Bulletin and discuss this choice with the course professor and 
their Academic Advisor. 

 
Policy Approvals and Implementation Date: 
 
This expansion of the current Credit/No Credit policy is a recommendation from the Academic 
Subgroup of the COVID-19 Task Force.  
 
This policy change was approved in principle by the Faculty Senate on April 23, 2020. 
This policy was approved by the President's Council on April 24 2020. 
 
This policy was implemented on April 24, 2020 


