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August 2014 

 

Dear Student and Parents: 

 

In 2003 the Nebraska State Legislature, along with several other states, passed a law 

mandating that all new college students receive information regarding meningococcal 

disease, a rare infection with potentially devastating results.  This infection occurs 

sporadically in clusters and is spread by close contact with infected individuals.  Freshmen 

living in dorms are in a higher risk group (4.6 cases per 100,000 students versus 1.4 cases 

per 100,000 individuals age 18 to 23).  There is a vaccine available that can prevent 68 to 

83% of cases. 

 

Please take time to read the enclosed information explaining meningococcal disease and 

the vaccine.  The vaccine is recommended for first year students living in dorms but is not 

required.  Ask your physician or County Health Department about its availability.  You may 

also check with Union College Student Health regarding the vaccine by calling 402-486-

2554. 

 

Indigent students can seek help paying for the vaccine by contacting the National 

Organization for Rare Disorders, Inc at 1-877-798-8716 or nnadig@rarediseases.org or 

orphan@rarediseases.org.  Their website is www.rarediseases.org/programs/medication. 

 

After reading the Vaccine Information Statement, please sign the form below and 

return the bottom portion acknowledging you have received and reviewed the 

information.  Return the form to: 

 

Union College 

Student Health 

3800 S 48
th

 Street 

Lincoln NE 68506  

(Fax: 402-486-2564) 

 

 

We acknowledge that we have received and have reviewed the information provided by 

Union College regarding meningococcal disease (bacterial meningitis). 

 

Student Signature___________________________________________       

 

Date______________ 

 

Student Name (printed)___________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature__________________________________________________ 
(If under 19, student and parent/guardian must sign) 

 

Please return this document as soon as possible as we are  

required to have it on file in our office. 


