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gift of real estate is advantageous for
many reasons including avoidance of capital

gains, valuable income tax deductions and freedom
from property management and expenses. To find out
more, request an informational e-brochure or visit
www.ucollege.edu/advancement/plannedgiving.

AA Todd Mekelburg

Director of Leadership Giving

Union College

3800 South 48th Street  

Lincoln, NE 68506

402.486.2503 or tomekelb@ucollege.edu

To receive your free e-brochure 
“Tax Benefits of Giving Real Estate” 

e-mail: tomekelb@ucollege.edu
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ne of the most important lessons I learned at Union is that
education is more than hours spent memorizing facts, reading
books and writing papers. A true education is applying knowl-
edge to improve life for others and yourself. 

Part of becoming educated is thinking beyond yourself, past
the “what’s in it for me?” mindset. We are born selfish, and as
children, the world revolves around us. “Me-first” thinking is
acceptable in the days of playpens and sandboxes, but as adults
in a larger world, life is more complex.

As a college student, I struggled with the dichotomy between
helping others and prospering myself. I came to the conclusion
that while I may never solve international challenges such as
hunger, prejudice and war, I can do small things to improve the
world I live in. 

God calls us to a higher standard, one that includes defending
the defenseless and caring for the environment. I was stunned to
realize that I am responsible for how my lifestyle affects others. 

If the jeans I buy were manufactured in a sweatshop, I’m
helping oppress underpaid workers. By purchasing cosmetics
produced in a factory that isn’t environ-
mentally responsible, my money funds
groundwater pollution. If I buy groceries
only from retail giants, I may be forcing a
local grocer to close his doors. 

When I considered how my actions
influenced others, it was clear that loving
my neighbor means more than smiling as
we pass on the street. As big business
grows and the world shrinks, the hands
that sew clothes in a developing nation
become the hands of my neighbor.

God’s Second Commandment pro-
claims that we are to have no other gods
before Christ. Loving things more than
people causes me to trespass on God’s
law. Although it may be nearly impossible
in our society to live in a way that will
hurt no one, I am obligated for Christ’s
sake to strive for a blameless life.

While I can’t travel to sub-Saharan
Africa to work with AIDS victims or 
single-handedly eradicate world hunger, 

I can change my life in ways that will have far-reaching effects. 
I discovered that I can sacrifice some luxuries and selfishness to
better share my blessings. This can be my brand of service.

Knowledge is the best weapon against injustice, and increas-
ing my social knowledge was an easy first step. Researching the
items I purchase regularly and their parent companies didn’t take
much effort, and tuning in to international news sources opened
my eyes to how others live. 

I’ve learned even small actions cause reactions. Walking
instead of driving, buying from local retailers, going meatless,
writing a letter, changing just one small part of my life can have
far-reaching ramifications that preach the love of God in an
unconventional way. 

Honest, compassionate living is a product of seeking Christ.
But how do we make changes and do what is right when there
is so much wrong in the world? It doesn’t take much. While dras-
tic actions of a few may gain momentary attention, many people
engaging in intelligent and meaningful conversation and choices
will usher in change.

It’s taken me 23 years to fully understand that everything I
touch touches others. From my food and clothing to the car I

drive and the vacations I take, my choices
affect others either for good or for harm.
Every day I am better learning to evaluate
my actions and working toward living as
Christ lived—with love. 

Love isn’t treating individuals well while
we heap contempt on entire continents.
Love isn’t throwing away 20 percent of the
food consumed on a given day in the
United States while millions starve else-
where. Love isn’t ravaging the environment
or other countries to provide cheap gasoline
to burn in our luxury cars.

Love is taking only what we need, giving
what we can, and living honestly and 
simply.

From now on, I’m taking a closer look at
what I consume and where it comes from.
I’m making decisions based on what is good
for others rather than just what makes me
happy. I’m using my education to actively
choose love.

4 CORDmagazine

EDITORIAL LIVING WITH LOVE: MY BRAND OF SERVICE_______________________________________________________________________________
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Introduction by Jacque L. Smith, Editor

OO

By Lauren Bongard Schwarz ’04

ne Sunday this summer I was distracted from my usual
weekend activities by the media coverage of the 60th
Anniversary of D-Day. As I watched world leaders, soldiers’
families and journalists pay tribute to what has become
known as “The Greatest Generation,” I wondered about the
legacy my generation and those after me will leave. 

One of the most rewarding aspects of my job is the oppor-
tunity to interact with the team of students who work in our
department. Amid hectic deadlines and scores of project
details, I welcome the chance to learn about these young 
people and what is important to them. Through these conver-
sations, I am reassured that service to society remains a
prominent value.

In her five years working in our department, Lauren
Bongard Schwarz, who graduated in May ’04, impressed me
with her unique approach to service. In the editorial below,
she describes the route she is choosing to make a difference in
her world. 

Later in this issue of CORDmagazine through the story of
Harry Haas you will meet one of the many Union alumni
from the World War II generation who earned the respect and
gratitude of his nation. Other alumni featured in this issue
have defined their commitment to God and their country
through influence at the local, state and national levels, all
shaping their own brands of service.

OO

Lauren ’04 and Jonathan ’02 Schwarz
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Rotating image changes
with each visit

Finding new features online

Union College Home Page: www.ucollege.edu

aunched last January, Union’s
Web site provides increased content
and new features that audiences are
finding informative and convenient.
New and frequently used features are
highlighted below.

LL

Academics
• Divisions and programs
• Bulletin information
• Library databases and resources

Includes a building and
landmarks tour, maps,
driving directions and
facts about Union College

Admissions
• Applications and forms
• Estimated expenses/financial aid info
• Refer a student form

Alumni and Friends
• Interactive alumni map
• Regional chapter meetings
• Homecoming and honor class pictures
• Local hotel listings
• “Slinga de Ink” lyrics
• Address change form
• Giving opportunities

Student center project
Commemorative bricks
Planned giving
Scholarships
GOLD Club
History book order form
EZ Gift

Campus Ministries
• Event pictures
• Program information
• Ministry opportunities
• Student Missions

Campus Services
• Larson Lifestyle Center
• Kiddie Kollege
• Ortner Center with facility photos
• Union Market

Human Resources
• Personnel Directory 
• Employee information

News and Publications
• CORDmagazine

Class-ifieds, wedding, birth and 
death announcement forms

• Current News 

Parents
• Parents’ Weekend
• Party Pack and LIFESavor order forms

Student Services
• Associated Student Body activities
• Athletics
• Campus Security
• Counseling services

Prospective Students
• Campus visit form
• Information request form
• Helpful links

student life
about Lincoln
campus tours

Click logo to return to
the home page

Section headers provide
quick navigation

options on every page

Quick link to daily 
devotional from Campus
Ministries

Easy access to 
information relevant to
the Lincoln community News links are 

updated frequently

Finding info is easy with a
search engine and 

alphabetical site index 

For more information . . .
Look for this symbol (p) in this and future

issues of CORDmagazine. The arrow icon
indicates more information is available on
Union’s Web site.
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n addition to the 175 graduates cele-
brated during commencement on May 9,

two faithful members of the Union
College Board of Trustees were acknowl-
edged for their leadership and service
with the honorary degree Bachelor of
Science in Business. Ronald K. Carlson, a
Union College trustee since 1987, was
recognized for his achievements in agri-
cultural and commercial enterprises.
Derald C. Goetz, Union College trustee
since 1994, was honored for his business
accomplishments.
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his fall for the first time, Union
enrolled students into a graduate-level
program. Twenty-four students started
the recently revised Master of Physician
Assistant Studies (MPAS) program. This
historic class will complete the MPAS
degree in May 2007.

Union’s physician assistant program
was awarded a federal grant of $663,000
spanning a three-year period. This is the
third consecutive federal grant the pro-
gram has received totaling nearly
$1,300,000. This most recent grant will

help fund the “Walk the Talk Project,”
which emphasizes the application of
knowledge, skills and attitudes in the
areas of cultural competency. Through
this project, students will participate in a
variety of service-learning activities and
cultural awareness training.

“This grant will help our students gain
new skills to reach populations in
Nebraska that right now are not receiving
the care they deserve,” said Michael
Huckabee, director of the physician assis-
tant program. pwww.ucollege.edu/pa

nion’s newest major, international
rescue and relief (IRR), has generated
much interest from prospective students.
To help promote the program, Jeff
Joiner, chair of the Division of Health
Sciences, participated in the Ultimate
Workout, a high school student mission
trip to Peru in July sponsored by Insight
magazine. Joiner and other faculty from
the Division of Health Sciences, includ-
ing incoming IRR program director Mike
Duehrssen ’84, taught the Basic Rescue
honor to more than 500 Pathfinders at
the international camporee in Oshkosh,
Wis., in August. During Union’s fall reg-
istration, 32 students declared interna-
tional rescue and relief as their major.
During the spring semester, IRR students
will complete Emergency Medical
Technician (EMT) training in collabora-
tion with Lincoln’s Southeast 
Community College. 
p www.ucollege.edu/rescueandrelief 

IRR met with major
interest 
UU

he Education Club in the Division of
Human Development launched participa-
tion with First Book, a national literacy
program that provides underprivileged
children with new books. Union students
serve on an advisory board that guides
distribution of the books through local
agencies. More than 500 books and 50
sets of software have already been dis-
tributed with plans for 9,500 more books
in this academic year. The First Book
kick-off luncheon last March included
presentations by Stephanie Johanns,
Nebraska’s first lady, and Bruce Lansky,
children’s poet and author.

Students lead 
First Book

PA program enrolls master’s students,
receives grant

TT

Altus ’41 and Virginia Pate Hayes ’45 were recently recognized for their philan-
thropic leadership in helping establish the Union College Physician Assistant Program.
Pictured in front of the President’s Dining Room mural are David Smith, president;
Virginia Pate Hayes ’45; Mike Huckabee, program director; Chris Darst, current PA
student and president of the John Kerbs’ Society, Union’s honor society for physician
assistant students.

TT

Two trustees granted honorary degrees
II
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uring the summer, three groups
from Union College traveled to Africa.
Each trip was unique in purpose and
opportunity for students. 

Middle East Study Tour
Malcolm Russell, vice president for

academic administration, and George
Gibson, chair of the Division of
Humanities, led a group of Union
College and Andrews University stu-
dents on a study tour to Egypt with a
brief stop in Jordan. From June 24 to
July 12, the group of 20 visited most of
the major historic and educational sites
in the region including the Pyramids of
Giza, Mt. Sinai at sunrise and snorkeling
in the Red Sea. Participating students

earned three credit hours for the educa-
tional experience, spanning the history
of the countries, culture and people.
Russell, who was born in Beirut and
grew up in Egypt, said the Egyptian
government takes great care to protect
tourists. A police escort accompanied
the Union group throughout the 
journey.

Evangelism in Uganda
For the third summer, Union College

students helped lead an evangelistic
series in Africa. From June 30 to July
26, Union College students guided by
Sylvester Case, associate professor of
religion, and in partnership with Global
Evangelism, traveled to Kampala, the
capital of Uganda. The group of eight,
in conjunction with Andrews University
and other volunteers, held evangelistic
meetings at 26 sites. Elder Case and
each student preached at their own site
using color slides and a translator.
Nightly, 200-400 people attended each
of the meetings. Case and his team
reported that the people were delighted
and eager to hear the message. On the
final Sabbath, they witnessed a mass
baptism at Lake Victoria yielding more
than 2,000 new church members.

Mission service in Kenya
The last trip of the summer was to

Kenya from July 19-Aug. 3. Led by Rich
Carlson, college chaplain, the group of
26 consisted of professionals, Union
staff, physician assistant and nursing
students and other volunteers. The
intent was to support lay pastors who
are developing relationships with the
Maasai, a nomadic cattle-herding tribe.
The Union group brought Bible studies
for the pastors to later interpret for the
people. Since the Maasai are very prim-
itive, the medical support was an
invaluable way of connecting. In
months to come as the pastors tell them
of Jesus’ love, the group from Union
College will be their reference point for
understanding what Christianity is all
about. The collaboration between
Union’s Division of Science and Math

Union students expand horizons in Africa
DD

Egypt study tour participants visit the pyramids of Giza.

Krissy Ball explores transportation
options in Egypt.

Union’s summer evangelism team in Uganda: (left to right) Tim Floyd, Michael
Paradise, Chris Evenson, Antonio Lopez, Danielle Gerst, Kris Berner, Sylvester Case.

Medical mission trip veteran Rebecca
Krueger (’00) extracts a tooth during a
clinic for the Maasai tribe.
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Community garden grows more 
than vegetables

ocated only blocks from the Union
College campus, last summer one of
Lincoln’s Community Support,
Investment & Change (Co-SINC) gardens
helped grow friendships and English lan-
guage skills along with organic vegeta-
bles. Beth Rodacker-Borgens and
Danielle Opitz, English as a Second
Language (ESL) professors, were excited
to learn last spring about the Co-SINC
plot located at 48th Street and Pioneers
Boulevard. Because of their strong ties
to the international community through
their students, they hoped to connect the
diverse Union College student popula-
tion with the Lincoln community.

Between six and eight Union students
helped with planting, weeding and
watering the Union College plot. Co-
SINC provided the organic gardening
space with special invitation to refugee,
immigrant, migrant and low-income fam-
ilies. Tended by individuals from Bosnia,
Iraq, Mexico, Guatemala, Japan, England
and El Salvador, the garden was more
than a place to grow herbs and 
vegetables. 

The gardeners from Union offered a
service unique to the College View gar-
den—free English classes. On Sunday
evenings Rodacker and other volunteers
gathered around a picnic table in the
garden and helped their newfound
friends practice conversational English. 

“Even though some of the immigrants
and refugees have been here for several
years, they say they feel lonely and iso-
lated,” Rodacker said. “This is just one
way we can help them fit in, meet new
people and become more confident.”

The fun and relaxed classes included
simple songs, learning games, short sto-
ries and articles. Class members shared
their life stories and experiences and ESL
students from Union used their develop-
ing English skills to help beginners learn
vocabulary and sentence structure. 

“Many ESL students feel they can’t
speak English very well because they are
new to the language,” Rodacker said. “It
is a boost to them to use what they do
know to help a person who is just
beginning to learn English.”

LL

ESL students and instructors offered English language workshops to their new friends
at the community garden.

David Smith, Union’s president, threw
the first pitch during a Lincoln Saltdogs
baseball game July 13. Sponsored by the
Alumni Association, 115 Union friends
and fans gathered for the third annual
Lincoln area summer alumni event.

President’s pitch
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uring the summer, construction
began on a renovation project to address
the need for a more flexible and student-
centered place for studying, socializing
and relaxing. After a year of serving as
the interim food service location, the
existing student center area is being
transformed into an improved facility to
enhance student life. The project
includes reconfigured ASB office space,
a remodeled snack bar, increased study
and lounge areas and a new game room.
The $200,000 project is slated for com-
pletion in March. For more information,
or to make a gift toward the project,
contact the Advancement office at
advance@ucollege.edu or 402.486.2503.
More information including the facility
floor plan is available online at 
p www.ucollege.edu/studentcenter.

Centered on students

DD
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Homecoming 2004 and Alumni Association highlights

In 1904, when Union’s Alumni
Association was founded, 172 graduates
benefited from the organization connect-
ing them to their alma mater. During
Homecoming 2004, Union alumni and
friends celebrated 100 years of the asso-
ciation that now serves more than 9,400
graduates. Friday evening during the
alumni banquet, Union recognized cur-
rent Alumni Association Board members,
as well as a number of former alumni
association presidents, their families and
representatives of former presidents
who are now deceased. All banquet
attendees received an engraved glass
commemorating the centennial. 
Photos of Homecoming 2004 are online.
p www.ucollege.edu under Alumni and
Friends 

Alumni Association 
celebrates 100 years 
of service

Alumni Association services promote a
lifelong connection between classmates
and their alma mater. Services include:

● maintaining an alumni database 
and publishing directory informa-
tion to help classmates stay in touch

● sharing information through
Union’s Web site

● recording history through the 
newly printed Light Upon the Hill

● organizing chapter meetings
● planning Homecoming Weekend
● publishing CORDmagazine

What does the Alumni
Association do?

Fabulous weather amplified the 2004
Fleming Golf Classic held on April 2
during Homecoming Weekend. 

Union College Alumni Association
and Sid Dillon Buick Nissan Hyundai of
Lincoln sponsored a hole-in-one prize.
Although no one won the keys to the
2004 Buick Rendezvous, with the
opportunity to win something at every
hole alumni golfers and friends enjoyed
plenty of other great prizes.

Competitions included: closest to the
pin, longest drive and longest putt. The
tournament was divided into two flights. 
Championship flight winners: Terry
Bock and Brady Bock ’01—first place
(score 66); Chris Wise and Casey Bock
’97—second place (score 68). 
First flight winners: Jim Hinrichs ’83 and
Chad Seltman ’84—first place (score 72);
Joe Parmele ’79 and Gail Skinner ’72—
second place (score 77).

2004 Homecoming Golf
Tournament

To help better connect parents to their
students at Union, the Student Alumni
Association has created a Party Pack deliv-
ery service. At the beginning of each
semester parents receive an order form
and a business reply envelope in the mail.
The order form allows parents to cus-
tomize a “party” for a specific occasion
(birthday, engagement, encouragement,
good grades, etc.). Members of the
Student Alumni Association assemble the
items for the party pack and deliver them
with a smile. For more information on
party packs call 402.486.2503. 
p www.ucollege.edu under Parents

Party Packs 

Nursing majors who returned to
Union for Homecoming 2004 were
greeted with a new feature—a comput-
erized pictorial directory of nursing
alumni. The program lists pictures and
names in digital format with options to
print an individual or a class photo-
graph. This display, housed in a custom-
designed kiosk, was made possible by
Margaret Maxwell Hyde, a nursing grad-
uate from the class of 1953. She was
pleased to make this archival system
available for nursing alumni, current stu-
dents and future graduates. 

Nursing photos kiosk

Trace Union’s growth from the days of
wooden sidewalks to wireless technology
in a book all Unionites will treasure. In
the recently released Light Upon the Hill
you will read about historical firsts and
long-lasting traditions which have come
together to develop today’s college com-
munity. Discover the challenges Union’s
pioneers met and conquered and enjoy a
collection of historical photos, dating from
the late 1800s through the present. 
Light Upon the Hill is

derived from a num-
ber of sources, includ-
ing adaptations from
Union: College of the
Golden Cords, by
Everett Dick ’24, copy-
right 1967; a previous-
ly unpublished manu-
script by George
Gibson ’69, current history professor; arti-
cles from CORDmagazine; college staff
and student writers. The 208-page book is
enhanced with more than 200 photos,
including a 16-page color section. 

Unveiled during Homecoming 2004,
Light Upon the Hill celebrates the centenni-
al of the Union College Alumni
Association—1904 to 2004. To order the
book, contact Union’s Advancement staff
at 402.486.2503 or online.  
p www.ucollege.edu under Alumni 
and Friends

Union’s history captured in
new book 

Young alumni gather at The Mill during
Homecoming 2004.

Magaret Hyde explores the new nursing
pictorial directory.
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story by LeAnn Merth ’86
photography by Steve Nazario

past photos courtesy of Harry Haas

Harry Haas’ story 
of faithful service

Harry Haas’ story 
of faithful service

Harry Haas’ bloodstained copy of Steps to Christ is a
reminder of the wounds he received more than 60
years ago in World War II.
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smaller bombs and one 500-pound bomb.
“The big bomb was dropped very close to our aid station,”

Harry Haas recalled. “When I regained consciousness, I remem-
bered the awful explosion. The noise was enormous—like
many phones ringing in my ears. I could feel blood, so I tried
to reach my face with my right arm, but it wouldn’t move.
When I lifted my left hand and touched the right side of
my face, I could feel I was badly cut. Someone
switched on a flashlight, and I could see my
right arm and face were bleeding profusely.” 

Although many years have passed,
Harry Haas ’48, still has poignant memo-
ries of his military service during World
War II as a medic in the United States
infantry. Haas began attending Union
College in 1941, but was interrupted
in the spring of 1942 by an “invita-
tion” from President Franklin D.
Roosevelt to serve in the armed
forces. After 30 months of coura-
geous service, Haas was award-
ed the Purple Heart, the highest
honor a serviceman can receive
for being wounded in action.   

Born on a farm near
Cleveland, N.D., on April 4,
1920, Haas was the eighth of
Adolph and Minnie Haas’ nine
children. After attending
Sheyenne River Academy (now
Dakota Adventist Academy) for a
couple of years, Haas hitchhiked to
Lincoln, Neb., where he obtained a
full-time job working at the Union
College dairy. He completed high
school through correspondence courses
while earning enough money to start col-
lege in the fall of 1941.  

The bombing of Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7,
1941, changed the lives and plans of many college
students, including young Haas. After basic training in
Camp Grant, Ill., Haas was shipped to Fort Devens, Mass.,
where he was assigned to the 45th Infantry Division, 157th
Regiment, 3rd Medical Detachment.  

The first battle
It was while in training that Haas encountered his first bat-

tle—the battle for religious tolerance. His difficulty in obtaining
Sabbath privileges tested his mettle and strengthened his
courage for the conflicts yet to come.         

For the privilege of Sabbath observance Haas was given

KP (kitchen patrol) on Sundays. Although he didn’t mind the
work, each time officers changed, which happened frequently,
he had to re-explain his Sabbath beliefs.

One Sabbath at Camp Pickett, Va., the first sergeant, who
had taken a disliking to Haas’ Sabbath liberties, summoned him
to the orderly room to receive new clothes for combat. Haas

asked to have his clothes set aside, explaining that
he would pick them up right after sunset. He

was ordered to see the first sergeant at
once. 

“Upon my arrival he ordered me
to scrub his office floor,” Haas said.

“I told him I would do it as soon
as the Sabbath was over. He told

me to sit down, so I started
reading the Bible and Steps to
Christ, which I always carried
in my pocket.” 

When suppertime came
Haas was marched by an
armed soldier to the mess
hall for his meal. This sur-
prised his friends, so he
explained the situation, giv-
ing him another opportuni-
ty to share his faith. 

During the week, Haas
explained the problem to
the commanding major. After

listening for a while the major
responded: “Come Saturday

morning when the sergeant
gives the command, you will fall

in. If you don’t, I will see to it
that you are put in a federal

prison.” 
“Now I was in big trouble, so I

called the church headquarters in
Washington D.C. for help,” Haas recalled. 

The next day two men from the General
Conference accompanied Haas to the major’s office,

but without success. They next asked to see the adjutant gener-
al of the regiment. This was granted, but since the colonel was
not in, they began to explain Haas’ circumstances to the
colonel’s assistant. After a few moments the assistant interrupt-
ed and said, “I used to date a girl in Arizona who was a
Seventh-day Adventist, and I know all about your beliefs. The
soldier can have his Sabbaths free.”

“On Sabbath I walked into the first sergeant’s office and
without a word he threw me my pass, and I was on my way to
church,” Haas said.   

   
  

n the evening of Feb. 17, 1944, the battle casualties were very
heavy on the Anzio Beachhead near Cassino, Italy. Small arms fire

came from all directions. After two days with no rest, one doctor
and two medical aids were working on the last wounded soldier when German
planes flew over dropping anti-personnel bombs. Each plane carried many of these
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Introduction to Italy
After training, Haas found himself a part of 22,000 men

equipped for combat and on their way to unknown destina-
tions. “As I walked up the gangplank of the ship, I prayed the
Lord would be merciful and let me walk down the gangplank
onto American soil once again.”

In July 1943, he learned they were headed to an invasion
of Sicily. They arrived in time to observe terrible confusion in
which the Allies shot down many of their own airborne troops.
“We had to walk through the bodies strewn along the road-
side,” Haas remem-
bered. Twenty-one
days after invading
the island, the
Germans retreated
to the mainland of
Italy.  

In September
his company sailed
for Italy, landing
under heavy losses
and struggling
through the
Volturno River
crossing. During a
waiting period
while engineers
put together a
pontoon bridge,
one of Haas’ bud-
dies invited him to
an empty house
where some soldiers had found potatoes to fry. Haas replied,
“Nope, I’m staying by my trench because the Germans are
going to send shells our way before they leave.” But his buddy
was persistent and after eating cold rations for days at a time,
fried potatoes sounded like a great treat. Reluctantly Haas left
his trench and went with his friends. 

Soon after they ate, an artillery shell fell just short of the
house, then another one fell just beyond. Haas said they knew
the next one would be a direct hit because that was the pat-
tern of artillery fire. The Germans fired at them what the
housebound servicemen thought to be about 500 rounds. Six
of the fellows in the house
were praying soldiers, and
not one shell hit the house.
When it was all over Haas
declared to his friend that
this was the last time he
would leave his trench dur-
ing battle, but his attitude
changed when he saw what
could have happened to
him.

Arriving back at his
trench, he noticed the olive
tree where his trench was
located had taken two direct hits from the shelling, and the
equipment he had left was badly damaged. “The trench had
taken much shrapnel and had I stayed there, I would not be
telling this story,” Haas said. “I am thankful to my Heavenly

Father and to the buddy He used that day to save my life.”
In January, after months of struggling in rain and snow try-

ing to move up to Mount Cassino, French soldiers relieved
their effort and Haas’ company got a little rest in Naples before
being shipped out for the Anzio Beachhead. 

The first few weeks on the beachhead were rather quiet
with little fighting. Then Hitler issued orders to his generals to
push the Americans out to sea at all cost. Haas’ regiment was
sent into an intersection that led down to the town of Cassino
where they had just spent a long winter. They moved there on

Feb. 15, 1944, and the
battle began to push
the Americans into the
sea. It was two days
later that Haas’ military
service ended with the
impact of that 500-
pound bomb.

A slow recovery
After working pieces

of teeth from his
mouth, Haas asked the
men around him to tie
off the bleeders and
give him a shot of
morphine so he
wouldn’t go into
shock. One soldier
replied, “Harry is
already out of his
mind,” just before Haas

passed out. “The next thing I heard was an ambulance ladder
clanging as it dropped from its hooks in the ambulance door,”
Haas remembered.

“When I arrived at the Anzio field hospital the morning of
Feb. 17, the nurse read my name and called for me to answer.
After her third call I was able to open my eyes and she said,
‘take him in to the hospital.’” Later one of the aids told Haas,
“When you came in we were ready to put you on the pile of
dead until you opened your eyes.”  

At the field hospital, a mile or so from the aid station, the
doctors in the operating room had been on duty for more than

50 hours. The patients
were coming in by the
hundreds. Haas can’t recall
how long he was uncon-
scious, but when he
awoke, his nose was full
of Vaseline-treated gauze,
his jaw was wired, his face
was sewn up and his arm
was in a cast. “When I
drank anything, the liquids
drained from my chest,”
Haas recalled. A piece of
shrapnel had traveled

through his clavicle into his throat and another had pierced his
left armpit. His parotid gland was cut and saliva ran to the out-
side of his face. 

Days later, while the doctor re-bandaged Haas’ wounds, he
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“As I walked up the gangplank 
of the ship, I prayed the Lord would
be merciful and let me walk down
the gangplank onto American 

soil once again.”

Haas shows his WWII dog tags and the shrapnel pieces that were removed from
his neck and shoulder.
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commented that Haas might have been better off had he bled
to death. “My chest wound should have been fatal. If it had
healed from the outside in, the liquids would have drained into
my lungs and choked me to death,” Haas explained.

Several weeks later, after having been loaded onto a barge
and carried to a hospital ship under heavy fire, Haas found
himself in a Naples hospital where adequate staffing was avail-
able. Here he became the center of scrutiny by several physi-
cians who seemed quite concerned about his case. One day a
doctor stopped by and asked Haas, “Has that wound on your
chest quit draining?”
When Haas affirmed
that it had, the doc-
tor said, “You are
one very fortunate
young man; the
One Upstairs must
be looking out for
you.” Then he told
Haas that the doctor
he had been assist-
ing when the bomb
struck had radioed
to see if Haas was
still alive. “You had
a fatal wound, you
know,” the doctor
said. The doctor in
the aid station
where Haas was
injured had survived
a small piece of
shrapnel that went through his chest and out his back, but
Haas’ fellow medical aid was killed by the concussion of the
bomb.”

“My mind went back to the morning I was wounded,” Haas
recalled. “As I was coming to, I heard loud ringing in my ears,
and my first thought was that I was dying. Oh how I wished I

could call out to God for help. Finally in an audible voice I
was able to offer a prayer, and I asked God to spare my life.
Immediately I felt the prayer was answered and never had a
doubt in my mind again. I knew I would come through all
right. The doctor was right. Someone was looking out for me,
and I am thankful to God for His wonderful mercy to this day.
I still praise Him for His goodness to me!”

A full recovery was months away, however. After the
Naples hospital, Haas and other wounded soldiers were loaded
on a hospital ship that sailed to Oran, Algeria, where they wait-

ed for an American
ship to take them
home. 

On the morning of
April 4, 1944, Haas’
birthday, he and fel-
low soldiers boarded
the hospital ship for
their final trip back to
their homeland. “This
was the first hospital
ship I was able to
board by walking the
gangplank myself,”
Haas said. 

At the Oran har-
bor, there were many
ships that had been
sunk in the early part
of the war. “We were
talking about these
ships as we walked

up the gangplank. One soldier responded, ‘I can’t see, but I am
thankful I can hear.’ He was missing a leg and both eyes and
had awful powder burns all over his face. Most of us were a
sad sight to behold, but we were thanking God for our journey
home at last,” Haas remembered.

After arriving in Charleston, S.C., patients were distributed

ecause of the persecution many
Seventh-day Adventist conscientious objec-
tors experienced during World War I,
Everett Dick and a committee of WWI vet-
erans formed the Union College Medical
Corps in 1934. The medical military train-
ing Union students received made them
valuable to the medical department of the
army, freeing them from bearing arms.
Since Union’s training program was gener-
ating inquiries from other colleges, Dick
arranged for Captain Orason Lee Brinker, a
1938 Union College graduate, to help him
give a demonstration to the visiting dele-
gates of the Autumn Council of the
General Conference who met in Lincoln in 1939. As a result,
the council voted to adopt the program throughout the
denomination and Brinker was hired to organize the training
at Walla Walla College. Other colleges soon adopted the

training program later known as the Medical Cadet Corps
(MCC). Dick was subsequently appointed director of the MCC
training for the General Conference. –LM

Medical Cadet Corps 

The Medical Cadet Corps performs a drill on the front lawn of Union’s campus
(circa 1941).

BB

Twelve years after Haas’ injury, the Army returned his lost Bible. Since “Union College”
was inscribed inside, the military sent the Bible to the college, which forwarded it to Haas.
Excited about the return of his Bible, Hass’ commemorated the day with this photograph.
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to hospitals according to their needs. Haas’ condition required
plastic surgery and orthopedics, so he was sent to O’Riley
General Hospital in Springfield, Mo. 

Finding himself so close to home, Haas wanted badly to go
to Lincoln, Neb., to visit his friends at Union College, but his
doctor’s reply was, “You don’t want to see your friends as you
look now. Let us fix you up first.” 

With a look in the mirror, Haas agreed. His nose had no
septum. There was a very large ugly scar on the right side of
his face. His nose and lip were close together pulling his

mouth out of shape. So the repairs began. 
Reconstruction on his face and nose came first. An experi-

enced surgeon from Hollywood started his plastic surgery, a
fact Haas believes was very fortunate. After the surgery was fin-
ished, he was the model of the hospital, displayed before visit-
ing doctors. 

After his face was repaired, his right elbow had to be
removed; it had been shattered and had fused into one solid
piece of bone. The surgery resulted in what was called a flail
arm. Unashamed of what some might consider a handicap,
Haas boasts he can swing his arm in a full circle. He doesn’t
mind entertaining young people with his arm trick. “My grand-
daughters bring their friends and say, ‘Grandpa, show them
your arm.’” 

During his convalescence, Haas was honored for his brav-
ery in action by being awarded the Purple Heart. Very modest
about this experience, Haas admitted that the award ceremony
in September 1944 was very memorable. He and 12 others
were given awards while recovering from their battle wounds
in Springfield, Mo. 

After two and a half years in the military, Haas received an
honorable discharge and was able to return to Union College
to see his friends just a few days before Thanksgiving 1944.
The following semester he enrolled in business and education
classes.

During their courtship, Harry and Lois looked forward to time
with friends at Pioneers Park where the campus rule 
forbidding holding hands was not an obstacle.

he Purple Heart is the oldest military
decoration and the first American award
made available to the common soldier.
It was initially created as the Badge of
Military Merit by General George
Washington in the 1780s.

The Purple Heart is presented to
members of the armed forces of the
United States who are wounded by an
instrument of war in the hands of the
enemy or given posthumously to the
next of kin in the name of those who

are killed in action or die of wounds
received in action. It is specifically a
combat decoration.

An organization now known as the
Military Order of the Purple Heart, was
formed in 1932 for the protection and
mutual interest of all who have received
the decoration. Composed exclusively
of Purple Heart recipients, it is the only
veterans service organization comprised
strictly of combat veterans.

Information summarized from
www.purpleheart.org

History of the Heart 
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“Finally in an audible voice I was
able to offer a prayer, and I asked
God to spare my life. Immediately 
I felt the prayer was answered 
and never had a doubt in 

my mind again.”



Haas was inspired by the kindness of
Ray Fowler, his principal at Sheyenne
River Academy, who encouraged him to
take the business course and be
employed by the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. He majored in business and reli-
gion and minored in speech and educa-
tion.

Shortly after returning to Union, Haas
began to notice a young lady in his typ-
ing class who “kept her hair and clothes
especially nice.” He began dating Lois
Cummings, and they were married on
June 2, 1946. Both graduated from Union
College in 1948. 

Haas began his career as assistant
Book and Bible House manager in
Kansas City, Mo. After serving in the
Colorado, Wyoming and Kansas confer-
ences, Haas became treasurer of the
Central Union Conference (now the Mid-
America Union) in 1976 where he served
until his retirement in 1981. One of the
highlights of his service in Mid-America
was overseeing the construction of the
union office that was later sold to help

alleviate Union College’s debt.
While in Colorado the Haas’ two daughters, Diane Haas

Rasco (’70) and Sheryl Haas Hasenauer ’74, were born. Both
daughters attended Union College: Diane for two years before
finishing her dental hygiene degree at Loma Linda University
and Sheryl for four years, completing a degree in education.
Three of their six grandchildren have also attended Union:
Corey Hasenauer (’95), Casey Hasenauer Gustafson ’99, and
Megan Rasco (’00).    

Faith for life
Haas has kept in contact with a few of his military buddies

over the years. After a recent military reunion in the Denver
area, a fellow soldier from New York called Haas to thank him
for living his faith. 

“The military hadn’t had much experience with Adventists
before we were there. We had to pave the way,” Haas said.
“Because of that, I had many opportunities to share my faith.”

Haas’ difficulties with his first sergeant throughout his serv-
ice were noted by his cohorts, and his faithfulness to God has
been remembered for 45 years. Those he worked with said
Haas should have earned the rank of corporal, but his biased
first sergeant blocked each attempt to raise his rank.

There are many memories of harassment and hardship Haas
could share, but he knows the record of his service is noted by
the One who awards the greatest honors. God’s account of his
service is really all that matters.   

“I never had any question I would dedicate my life to
God’s service,” Haas said. “But through my military experience,
I recommitted myself to the Lord after he spared my life
beyond what doctors thought was possible.”C
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Harry and Lois Haas have been married
for 58 years.  

he memory of America’s World War II
generation is preserved within the phys-
ical memorial on the National Mall in
Washington, D.C. and through the
World War II Registry of Remembrances,
an individual listing of Americans who
contributed to the war effort. Any U.S.
citizen who helped win the war,
whether a veteran or someone on the
home front, is eligible for the Registry.
Names in the Registry will be forever

linked to the memorial’s bronze and
granite representations of their sacrifice
and achievement.

The Registry combines four databas-
es that can be searched for names of
those whose service and sacrifice
helped win the Second World War. To
add your name or the name of a loved
one visit the World War II Memorial
Web site: p www.wwiimemorial.com.

World War II Registry

TT
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andra Sumang Pierantozzi planned to join her
Union College classmates from the class of 1974
for their 30-year reunion last April. Instead she
had to travel to New Zealand on business—her
country’s business. As vice president of the

Republic of Palau, Pierantozzi represented her
country at a retreat of Pacific nation leaders hosted by New
Zealand’s Prime Minister Helen Clark. 

“As a little girl I never dreamed of being vice president of
Palau—there was no such thing,” Pierantozzi said. While she
was growing up on the small islands in the North Pacific
Ocean, the nation of Palau was still a trust territory of the
United States without its own governing officers until 1981.
Good timing and hard work led Pierantozzi to be the first
woman minister of finance, the first woman senator and the
first woman vice president in her young country.

A family foundation
Pierantozzi grew up in a large family with 15 siblings. “We

were typical island people—very poor but we had a lot of
love.” Pierantozzi’s father, the chief of the Ngerchemai village,
worked hard fishing and finding odd jobs. Her mother, a seam-
stress, worked long hours especially during holidays to help
make ends meet.

Pierantozzi’s parents had both been widowed before they
met and married each other. In their “his, hers and ours” com-
bination of siblings, Pierantozzi was in the middle of the last
group. Pierantozzi’s favorite childhood memories are of day-
long trips to Palau’s now famous rock islands for snorkeling,
shelling, swimming and picnics at the beaches and coral reefs
on her father’s slow, slow boat.

“We would leave at 7 a.m. and get to some of our desti-
nations by 5 p.m.,” Pierantozzi remembers. “It was like a
picnic all day.” Today with a speedboat the trip takes
less than an hour. Pierantozzi didn’t mind meandering
from island to island on a slow boat. Her education of
the world around her and an appreciation for marine
life and her island home were ingrained during these
easy-going outings. “My father taught me so much
about life and the sea,” Pierantozzi said. “He was a
very self-learned man. He observed nature and was
truly wise.” 

In his youth, her father traveled far beyond his
island home. Prior to World War II, Palau was under
Japanese control. Although her father only completed
sixth grade, he learned to speak Japanese. He decided the
best way to continue his education was to go to Japan.
“Unfortunately for him,” Pierantozzi said, “when he got to
Japan he found he had the wrong skin color and couldn’t
get into school.”  He spent five years as a taxi driver in
Tokyo. Returning home, he was the first Palauan to have
a driver’s license, which helped get him work on the
island.

Pierantozzi’s father was one of the first Seventh-day
Adventists on the island and helped build the church
started by missionaries. Palau Mission Academy, still a
prominent private school on the island, was the first
school in Palau to graduate senior high school students.

“Because of the missionaries who came to Palau, all my
schooling was in the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Elementary school, academy and later Union College all gave
me a good background of the Bible.” 

Dedicated to learning
Pierantozzi worked her way through school and took full

advantage of her education in and out of the classroom. She
was a straight-A student at the academy and juggled her studies
with job responsibilities. Pierantozzi managed the school office
where she helped with many aspects of the school’s operation:
running the school store, organizing the library, preparing
report cards, managing student accounts and even preparing
the bulletin for church every Sabbath.

During Pierantozzi’s senior year Marcello, an electrical engi-
neer from Italy, was recruited to work at a tuna processing
company on the island. The young professional was impressed
with Sandra and eventually made it known he wanted to marry
her. Intent on continuing her education,
Pierantozzi told him that school
was her priority. But
Marcello wouldn’t give in
and promised to wait for
her as long as it took.

“Everybody knew
he wanted to marry
me, and they all
thought this was a
good proposal
because he was
Italian; in those days
we assumed foreigners
had lots of money.
Most girls got
married so



they didn’t need to go to college. Everyone thought ‘what a
great opportunity for Sandra.’

“My father had different advice. ‘My child,’ he said, ‘go to
school as high as you can because that will help your future
more than anything.’” 

The former Congress of Micronesia offered college scholar-
ships to top students. The
year before Pierantozzi
completed academy, her
sister had graduated from
high school as salutatorian
of her class. She was
awarded the four-year gov-
ernment scholarship to go
to school in the states but
turned it down to continue working. The next year the scholar-
ship administrators offered Pierantozzi a scholarship but for
only two years. 

“They used the excuse that my sister had turned down the
scholarship to give me only two years,” she said. “They were

too embarrassed to admit their hesitance was because I had a
suitor.”

In 1972 with the help of her principal, Pierantozzi applied
to three Adventist colleges in the United States. Her first choice
was LaSierra University because she thought that would give
her an advantage for attending medical school at Loma Linda

University. She also applied
to Southwestern Union
College and Union College.
She was quickly accepted to
Southwestern and Union,
but did not hear from
LaSierra.

A $250 scholarship from
Union College because she

was the top student in her class helped sway her decision. She
also wanted to submerge herself in her studies without distrac-
tions from Palauan friends at Southwestern. When she arrived
in Lincoln, Neb., she joined a Palauan family just starting out at
Union including her roommate who transferred from
Southwestern. Even though she chose Union in part to be on
her own she admits having a Palauan “family” on campus was
a benefit. “It helped with the culture shock, loneliness and
homesickness.”

Before she left for college, she learned while cleaning out
her principal’s office that he never mailed her application to
LaSierra. He thought he was doing her a favor. “You are such a
nice young lady,” he explained to her. “You don’t need to go to
California. It is a worldly place.”

While she still doesn’t agree with his reasoning, in time
Pierantozzi was grateful circumstances led her to Union
College.

“I decided if I was going to go to college for only two
years, I needed to have something to show for it,” Pierantozzi
remembered. But associate degree options at Union were limit-
ed at the time. “I didn’t want to be a mechanic or do home
economics so I got into the secretarial program.”

Pierantozzi did very well, although initially she assumed she
was inferior to the white-skinned students. “Because we were
from the islands and Americans had been our administrators,
there was a mindset that Americans were automatically more
intelligent. With their white skin they must know more and be
better than the rest of us.”

Her most intimidating class was shorthand from Virginia
Simonds ’55. “I always sat in front. I took my textbooks to the
dorm to read and read and practice my shorthand. But every
time I came to class, the teacher would write something on the
board. Someone in the back would read it right off with no
problem. I started doubting myself. Maybe all the As my instruc-
tors at Palau Mission Academy gave me were just the equivalent
to Bs and Cs here. Maybe I wasn’t really smart after all.”

About two weeks into the course, Mrs. Simonds asked who
had taken shorthand in high school. Almost all the hands went
up, and I realized they all had the advantage. I thought, “I am
going to show you I can do this too.” At the end of her two-
year term Pierantozzi was at the top of her class in shorthand.

When she saw her first grade report at Union, Pierantozzi
learned a lesson that changed her life. “The only difference
between me, a brown person, and Americans, white people, is
the fact that we have different skin color, and we speak differ-
ent languages. In everything else, we’re equal.” 
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Official name: Republic of Palau
Government type: constitutional government in free association 

with the United States
Capital city: Koror (Sandra Pierantozzi’s hometown)
Independence gained: Oct. 1, 1994
Population: approx. 20,000
Location: north of Australia, east of the Phillipines; Palau is the 

westernmost archipelago in Oceania, an area encompassing 
Micronesia, Polynesia and Melanesia

Area: more than 200 islands, 458 sq. km, slightly more than 2.5 
times the size of Washington, D.C.

Coastline: 1,519 km
Geography note: includes World War II battleground of Beliliou 

and the world famous rock islands
Climate: tropical—hot and humid
Language: English and Palauan
Industries: tourism, craft items, construction, garment making
Agricultural products: coconuts, copra, cassava (tapioca), 

sweet potatoes
Natural Resources: forests, minerals (especially gold), marine 

products, deep seabed minerals

Palau at a glance

“My child, go to school as high as
you can because that will help your

future more than anything.” 



Pierantozzi says that even more than the skills she learned at
Union, the attitude she was taught helped pave the way for the
future. “My instructors taught that the secretary is the most
important person in the office,” she recalled. “Secretaries are like
a train depot that helps make everything run smoothly. People
sometimes marvel at everything I can get done. I think I’m just
an efficient and organized person who had great training.”

After completing Union’s two-year secretarial science pro-
gram, Pierantozzi returned to Palau. Her Italian beau’s patience
won Pierantozzi’s heart, and they were married Jan. 6, 1975. 

While she was at Union, the president of the Micronesian
Occupational College and his wife had visited one of their
daughters at Union. He spoke to Pierantozzi’s instructors and
was impressed with her
grades and her shorthand
skills. He offered her a posi-
tion teaching office education
at the two-year occupational
college, the only post second-
ary institution in Palau. 

The following year she
received a federal grant to the
University of Hawaii where in
three semesters she completed
a Bachelor of Education
degree. The newlyweds were
apart for a year and a half as
she completed her degree. 

Growing with her
country

Pierantozzi had returned to
teaching when Palau began
planning their constitutional
convention in 1979. “It was
one of the biggest deals in Palau—writing a constitution for a
new country,” she said.

Because Pierantozzi had been recognized for efficiency in
her work at the Micronesian Occupational College, she received
a letter from the speaker of the house inviting her to be one of
the professional staff for the convention. Frustrated that she was
unable to take time off to participate in the convention, she
went back to her classroom,
wrote a resignation letter,
finished up her courses and
left. 

“I took my purse and
walked across the street to
the national congress,” she
remembered. “I gave my
name but was told all the
jobs were already taken.”
She took the list and pointed
to her own name—Pierantozzi. “With my Italian last name, they
were looking for a foreigner, not an islander.”

From the group of six stenographers, Pierantozzi was talked
into being the journal clerk to take the daily journal. “I was the
freshest one out of college, and I was so naive. Not realizing
the weight of the responsibility at first, I picked up my pad and
pen like I was trained at Union and got to work. My career
really began with that job—I made my mark.”

Pierantozzi recorded every detail of the proceedings
through shorthand. Debate during the sessions was conducted
in Palauan, so she had to translate it instantly to English in
order to take it down in shorthand. Each evening she prepared
the daily journal that had to be approved the following morn-
ing. Her professionalism and acute accuracy led to a position as
clerk of the newly formed senate. 

In 1990, Pierantozzi and her cousin were the first women
appointed as cabinet members. In her first two years as minis-
ter of finance, Pierantozzi steered her country away from a
deficit to a surplus. “I became known as a woman who cleans
up.”

In 1992 Pierantozzi wanted to run for the Senate, but some
friends instead declared her as
the vice presidential candidate
only two months before the
primary election. Under Palau’s
constitution the president and
vice president are elected sepa-
rately.  

She ran against three men
who were seasoned politicians
and who had been campaigning
for many months. By September
she was trailing by about 800
votes. Ultimately she lost by
only 332 votes, mostly from
those who were living outside
of Palau and hadn’t heard of
the political newcomer.

For the next four years
Pierantozzi devoted herself to
her business pursuits including
a flower shop, a secretarial
service company and real

estate development projects with her husband. 
In 1997 after a request from the vice president she ran

against in the previous election, she ran for the Senate and
became the first and so far only woman senator in the Palau
National Congress. In 2000 she ran again for vice president and
won. 

In her dual role as vice president and minister of health,
Pierantozzi represented
Palau in the World Health
Organization and other
international and regional
health forums. Thanks to
her leadership with tobacco
control, one of her health
directors was awarded the
WHO director general’s
award for most contribu-
tions to the international

Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.
As vice president, Pierantozzi addressed the United

Nations General Assembly three times. She represented Palau in
U.S. Congressional budget hearings in Washington, D.C. and
successfully secured more funding for Palau through lobbying
and working with officials in Washington.

Pierantozzi regularly represented Palau in international
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Nebraska’s winter weather was a new experience for Sandra
Sumang Pierantozzi who posed for this photo by Union’s sign
in 1973. Her favorite memories of her two years at Union
include sitting around the rock pile and singing at vespers. 

“Not realizing the weight of the
responsibility at first, I picked up
my pad and pen like I was trained 

at Union and got to work.”

(Continued on page 34)



n April 2, Union
College students, faculty,
alumni and community
guests celebrated the
service to campus and
community made possi-
ble by the Ortner
Center. As a part of
Union’s Homecoming
Weekend celebration,
more than 150 people
attended a dedication and ribbon cutting
ceremony recognizing those who made
the project a reality. 

Special guests included Lincoln
Mayor Coleen Seng, Lincoln Chamber of
Commerce representa-
tives and Pat and Ralph
Watts ’56, daughter and
son-in-law of the build-
ing’s namesake, Alvin
Ortner. Davis Design
and Brester Construction
were also recognized
for their involvement
with the Ortner Center.

A $1.3 million gift
from the Alvin Ortner
Trust helped create the
vision for the project.
Other leadership donors
include: Union Bank,
Lincoln, Neb.; Shawnee
Mission Medical Center,
Overland Park, Kan.;
Adventist Health Rocky
Mountain Region, Colo.;
Mid-America Seventh-day Adventist
Headquarters, Lincoln, Neb.; Jerome ’65
and Ramona Lang (’65), Lincoln, Neb.;
and Jessica Saxton (’51) and Saxton
Inc., St. Joseph, Mo.

The following
week, more than 260
visitors toured the
Ortner Center during
open house events. In
addition to Ortner
Center details, tour
guests also learned
about other campus
services and programs
available to the com-
munity. Tour topics included presenters
from Union’s Division of Fine Arts,
drama program, Web site, Teaching
Learning Center, 

campus library, Larson Lifestyle Center
and Kiddie Kollege. At the end of the
tours, guests enjoyed a reception in the
President’s Dining Room with entertain-
ment by musicians from the Division of

Fine Arts. Each guest received a free loaf
of Wheatberries bread and coupons for
future visits to Union Market. Since the
open house events, community guests
have continued to frequent Union Market

for lunch and to purchase baked goods
from Wheatberries.

As an added way to welcome com-
munity members to the new facility,

English as a
Second Language
students taught
free vegetarian
cooking classes
Wednesdays in
April in Union
Market. The
classes featured
recipes from
Indonesia,

Malaysia, China and Japan. Open
Harvest, a cooperatively owned natural
foods retail store in Lincoln, provided the
ingredients for the cooking demonstra-
tions. Community response to the classes

from the Lincoln
community was so
overwhelming the
announcement had
to be pulled from
the Lincoln news-
paper and many
classes had stand-
ing room only.

Since the Ortner
Center opened,
Union has wel-
comed an increase
in campus visitors
for a variety of pur-
poses. Guest rooms
are consistently
occupied particu-
larly on weekends,
and campus com-
mittees and organi-

zations as well as community guests are
keeping the meeting and reception
spaces busy. This fall, three visiting art
exhibits have been on display in the
McClelland Art Gallery and art students

use the gallery for
their senior art
exhibits. 

From cooking
classes and private
parties to profes-
sional develop-
ment seminars
and academic
conventions, the
options opened

by the Ortner Center continue to expand
Union’s prominence in the Lincoln com-
munity. To learn more about the Ortner
Center, visit pwww.ucollege.edu/ortner.

ORTNER CENTER WELCOMES COMMUNITY TO CAMPUS_____________________________________________________________________________________________
by Jacque L. Smith

OO

This facility far exceeds our expectations. Dad would have been

very happy to see this. We are grateful to everyone who had a

part in this project. May this place be a real blessing to those who

come in contact with Union College.

—Pat Watts, daughter of Alvin Ortner, during dedication ceremony

On this beautiful day, I wish all citizens of Lincoln were here to

enjoy this beautiful place. The Ortner Center will benefit the

campus and community for years and years. I commend Union

College for inviting the community to make use of this new facility.

—Lincoln Mayor Coleen Seng, during dedication April 2, 2004, 
on the Ortner Center’s Tribute Terrace
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Lincoln’s mayor joined college and community representatives for the ribbon cutting.



Every time I walk into the Ortner Center, 
I feel like I’m in a special place…

 – Marsha Steiner, student

“ ”



I like that there are no waiting lines for food. The whole atmosphere
is much more grown up and professional. The Ortner Center is 
really something to be proud of.

 – Athena Merana, student

In addition to the good food, everybody here is super friendly. 
I always have a good experience here.

 – Craig Wanamaker, 
Union Market regular customer

I’ll never forget when Mr. O     

‘What would you do if I g     

His question really energized     

opportunity to dream, to thi     

a vision for a facility that wo     

the campus and community

       

The Ortner Center has transformed campus. Students love the new
Union Market and the expanded service hours. The conference
center has attracted attention from campus and community alike.
We anticipate this facility to continue to draw and serve others for
many years to come.

 – David Smith, president

“

“

“

“

”

”

”



     Ortner leaned over and said,

      gave you a million dollars?’

   d this campus. It created an

    ink bigger, and we developed

      ould have multiple benefits to

   .

 – Todd Mekelburg, director of leadership giving

The mission of this place is to provide more than just meeting and 
living space or hearty meals. The Ortner Center is the face of Union
College. We want guests to be welcomed, accepted and to see
Christianity through the use of this facility. It was built with gifts
given to us, and we are stewards of those gifts.

 – Sharon Russell, conference 
and guest services coordinator

We have lived in the College View neighborhood for 30 years and
have always appreciated Union College, but now with the opening
of the Ortner Center, we have an even better reason to visit campus.

 – George and Jan Brockley, 
community friends and owners 

of the former College View Pharmacy 

”

“

“

”

”

I enjoy spending time in the Ortner Center. It is a central location to
find friends, and the pleasing décor makes it a nice place to study
and relax. The Ortner Center is always clean and the facilities are
well taken care of, which helps me feel very comfortable.

 –Brian Fuller, student

“

”



Ortner Center at a glance
Construction included 42,660 square feet of  
rebuilt and new space

13,137-square-foot entrance and terrace area
21,363-square-foot food service area 
8,160-square-foot conference center 

Project cost: $5.8 million 
• $1.3 million lead gift from Alvin Ortner Trust, 

Union alumnus from the class of 1929
• 67 percent from Union College trustees, alumni, 

friends and employees 
• 12 percent from Mid-America Union Conference 

of Seventh-day Adventists
• 9 percent from the Lincoln business community

Architect: Davis Design
Contractor: Brester Construction Inc.
Dining Services Designer: Food Lines

In the Ortner Center
Union Market—Dining Services area, capacity: 260 plus 40 in Inky’s lounge
President’s Dining Room—capacity: 72; can be divided by a movable wall unit
Lincoln Lobby—student and guest lobby area on the ground floor of the Ortner Center
Lang Conference and Guest Center—comprised of a lobby/reception space, 14 guest rooms including 
two suites, and four meeting rooms
Tribute Terrace—outdoor amphitheater-type patio
Campus Welcome Center—information desk open 24 hours a day 
McClelland Art Gallery—named after nationally recognized Union College art professor Jim McClelland, 
features student, faculty and guest exhibits
Culver Residence Hall—previously existing men’s residence hall

Union Market
Seven food platforms
Wheatberries—full-service bakery named because Union’s Dining Services sprouts its own wheat 
berries to make signature sprouted-wheat bread that is sold locally and in the Midwest 
Saxton’s Homestyle Market— hot foods (entrees and vegetables) 
Leaf  & Ladle—soup and salad bar
Mukki Bar—cold breakfast items including milk, soy milk, cereal and fresh fruit
Southside Deli—hot and cold made-to-order sandwiches with fries and chips
T’torias Pizza—hot food specialty bar with rotating theme (pasta, potato, Mexican food, etc.) at lunch and 
pizza from 4-10 p.m. 
Chillers—ice cream and smoothie bar

Special features
Glass-walled rotary oven installed at the entrance of Union Market, showcases fresh baked goods from Wheatberries.
Display cooking countertop allows Union Market to host cooking classes and provides a place for Saturday night 
stir-fry during the school year.
Inky’s student lounge adds a casual dining and study area with two televisions.

Reservations
Guest rooms and meeting spaces
Contact: Sharon Russell
Phone: 402.486.2524
E-mail: shrussel@ucollege.edu
Web: www.ucollege.edu/ortner

Union Market Dining Services/Catering
Contact: Pat Parmele
Phone: 402.486.2516
E-mail: paparmel@ucollege.edu
Web: www.ucollege.edu/unionmarket
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Opportunities for 
Influence

Opportunities for 
Influence
Four Union alumni

make a positive impact
story by Laura Poblete

photos courtesy of alumni

Ethical Politics. Compassionate Law.

Business beyond the bottom line.

Public office without personal gain.

No. These are not contradictions.

Rather, they are the principles

on which the following Union

College alumni base their profes-

sional lives. As a law student, a civil 

attorney, a city council member and a

businessman they have shown how to

live and make a positive impact within

their chosen fields. From neighborhood

improvements to influencing judicial

nominations, read their stories and 

discover the contributions one person

can make. WINTER 2005 25



hat do Yale University and Union College have in com-
mon? Nathan Blake ’01 is one shared factor. The rela-
tively small size is another. Both the Yale Law School

and Yale Divinity School where Blake is a graduate student are
between 400-600 students.

“That was one reason I chose Yale,” Blake said. “The schools
approach the level of community I found at Union.”
Blake is now in his last year as a Yale law student at the Ivy
League university in New Haven, Conn. After a year of studying
law he decided to pursue a Master of Arts in Religion as well. 

Blake believes the divinity school
will serve as a foundation when
approaching policy issues, which is his
area of greatest interest. While career
plans are still forming, he knows he
would like to work in government to
help influence policies. “I’ve done
work in local, state and federal govern-
ment,” Blake said. “I’m interested in all
three. I think one can make a pretty
big impact at every level.” 

He has already gained consider-
able experience. Most recently he
worked as a summer associate for
two law firms in Washington, D.C.
Last January Blake took a month
away from school to assist the
Howard Dean presidential campaign
in New Hampshire. In summer 2003,
Blake worked as an intern for Senator
Dianne Feinstein in Washington, D.C.,
as well as for the Maryland attorney
general. In summer 2002, Blake par-
ticipated in a clinic through Yale Law
School where he represented a family
from Kosovo with four children seek-
ing asylum in the United States.

“We thought we were going to
lose,” Blake said, speaking of the
Kosovo case. “But we ended up per-
suading the court, and they were allowed to stay. That was proba-
bly the most rewarding thing I’ve ever done.”

Other experiences have also been particularly beneficial, such
as his position with Senator Feinstein. Blake worked specifically
on Judiciary Committee issues, dealing with matters such as home-
land security funding, immigration
reform and judicial nominations. 

Once, Blake had the opportu-
nity to write a question that the
senator used while questioning one
of the judicial nominees about his
intolerance for non-Christian religion. “Coming from law school,
you get a better appreciation for how much power judges have
and how important nominations are for new judges,” Blake said.
“I learned that being part of the team, you can have an impact on
how the policy maker thinks.” 

While studying for his international studies degree at Union,

Blake participated in many political activities. Blake and a friend
ran an organization called Nebraskans Against the Death Penalty
after having volunteered there for a number of years. In that
capacity they passed the first death penalty moratorium bill in the
country, which was vetoed by the Nebraska governor. In 1998,
Blake worked on a campaign for Don Wesley, who was elected
mayor of Lincoln, Neb., and did an internship for Nebraska
Senator Don Preister. On campus, he served as president of
Union’s Associated Student Body and participated with Amnesty
International (see Amnesty article, pg. 30).

Beyond student government, Blake
found it easy to get involved in many
other activities. The Best of Both
Worlds program allowed him to take
political science classes at the
University of Nebraska, which broad-
ened his outlook. He appreciated
opportunities to work off campus, par-
ticipate in religious activities and assist
with the Joe Mertz volunteer center.
“All of those opportunities were yours
for the taking at Union,” Blake said.

Blake’s interests in politics are
interrelated to his core Christian val-
ues. “One of the most appealing parts
of Christianity for me is Christ’s call of
how to live,” Blake said. “It’s a ques-
tion of, ‘What should we do?’ where
law is more a question of, ‘What can
we do?’ It’s disheartening to see so
many people espouse Christian views
and then express hatred for certain
groups and ignore the needs of many
people. My Christianity plays a role in
my ethics, which informs what kind of
policies I want to see enacted. There’s
no way to divorce that.”

Having strong Christian beliefs can
also present some challenges, such as
working for a politician who holds

opposing views. Blake experienced this during his internship with
Senator Feinstein, who supports the death penalty. Although Blake
does not support her position, he acknowledges that one cannot
always agree with a candidate 100 percent. It’s a matter of priori-
tizing beliefs.

Overall, Blake sees enough poten-
tial for good that the challenges are
worth facing. “I figure if I put myself
in these situations long enough, there
will be points where I’ll be making
decisions that impact people posi-

tively. Inherent in the position are opportunities to do good.”
Although his career direction may lend specifically to opportu-

nities for influence, Blake is quick to point out what a regular pri-
vate citizen can do. “I think at the state level, and the local level
especially, one person can have a huge impact. There are oppor-
tunities everywhere.”

W
MIXING POLITICS AND RELIGION_____________________________________________________________

“Christ calls us to ask, ‘What should
we do?’  where law is more a question

of, ‘What can we do?’”
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While both are pursuing graduate studies at Yale
University, Nathan Blake ’01 and his wife, Andrea
’01, have spent summers in Washington, D.C.  



very year for one Saturday in February, Karin Dougan Vogel
’81, a civil attorney in the San Diego area, spends her day
volunteering at the Women’s Resource Fair. This annual

event provides free services to underprivileged or battered
women, including breakfast and lunch, legal advice, medical
exams, counseling, training semi-
nars, workshops and childcare for
the day. Sponsored by the San
Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program
(SDVLP), Lawyers Club of San
Diego and the San Diego County
Bar Association, the fair has been
growing since it began in 1990. 

Vogel’s husband, Ed, usually
brings their two young daughters, Kelly, 8 and Tara, 6, to visit
their mom at the fair. 

“They can see I’m helping someone who doesn’t have as
much as we do,” Vogel said. “I hope it passes on to our children
that we have a responsibility to help.”

Vogel’s involvement with the fair is not just a one-day com-
mitment. For the past seven years
she has been on the Women’s
Resource Fair Task Force, which is
organized into more than 15 commit-
tees to coordinate medical, social
and legal services, facilities, fund
raising, childcare and more. Vogel
recently completed three years as co-
chair of the task force, overseeing all
committees, and will continue this
year as a task force member.

In February 2004, more than 460
women attended the fair, many com-
ing from homeless shelters or drug
rehab centers. Volunteers treat the
women with respect and with a
cheerful attitude, which Vogel says is
a refreshing change for them. 

“The women aren’t used to that
environment, and I think they leave
invigorated and empowered,” Vogel
said. “Some of the women who
came to the fair before as partici-
pants now come as service
providers.”

While the fair does take time and
energy, Vogel doesn’t see herself
quitting anytime soon. 

“It started out as a small thing for
me and worked into something
much bigger. I can be there that day. I can provide these women
with something they don’t have that I do. I think we have that
responsibility.”

Beyond her work with the Women’s Resource Fair, Vogel
works part time at Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton, a law
firm where her husband also works. She earned a law degree at
Georgetown University in 1986, and before that, graduated from

Union College with a degree in religion.
Vogel found Union’s small size to be a huge benefit, providing

many opportunities for leadership roles. In the classroom, Vogel
appreciated the chance to develop relationships with her teachers,
which enriched her learning experience. In addition, Vogel found

opportunities to witness while at
Union, particularly through her stu-
dent missionary year in Japan.

Now, as a civil attorney, Vogel
works with litigation appeals, which
allows her to have a fairly pre-
dictable schedule. Still, balancing
family, work and other activities is
often difficult, and Vogel attributes

her daily strength to her relationship with God.
“If I didn’t know God personally, I wouldn’t be able to do the

things I do. The personal faith I have is crucial; it’s the anchor of
my life.” 

Vogel’s coworkers have seen her faith displayed publicly
through her observance of the Sabbath. 

“I’ve never made it a secret that
I don’t work on Sabbath,” Vogel
said. “I need that time to unwind,
and I recognize the practical aspects
of a spiritual rule. But I don’t see it
as a rule—it’s more of a blessing.”

Through her professional prac-
tices Vogel also tries to be a positive
influence in the legal world. She
hopes her example will help people
realize they can be kind and consid-
erate while still aggressively advo-
cating for their client. 

“It’s expected of us to vigorous-
ly represent our client,” Vogel said.
“Sometimes people carry that to an
extreme and civility is lost. That’s
not my style.”

Another venue for giving to
others comes through pro-bono
opportunities at work—volunteer
legal work for those who cannot
afford an attorney. In 2002 and
2003, Vogel received the
Distinguished Service Award from
the SDVLP for contributing more
than 150 hours of pro-bono work. 

One memorable case for Vogel
was a young woman who was on
welfare when the case began. By

the end of the appeal she was off welfare, had started a business
and was taking care of her family.

“You could tell she was happy and moving forward in her
life,” Vogel said. “It was a positive experience to see that the good
you do for somebody has a lasting effect. It’s a greater benefit to
them than it is a burden to me.”

“They can see I’m helping someone
who doesn’t have as much as we do. I
hope it passes on to our children that

we have a responsibility to help.”

As a civil attorney in San Diego, Karen Dougan Vogel
also enjoys spending time with her husband, Ed, and
their two daughters.

A RESPONSIBILITY TO GIVE___________________________________________________
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hen the United States sent troops to Saudi Arabia dur-
ing the Gulf War, Annette McRoy (’85) was among the
soldiers. She had been a member of the Army Reserves

since 1988, serving in the 403rd Prisoner of War Battalion (now
530th Enemy Prisoner of War) stationed in Omaha, Neb.

McRoy was a student at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL)
at the time, traveling to Omaha one
weekend a month as part of her six-
year commitment with the Army
Reserves. From January to May 1991,
McRoy was called into active duty as
part of Desert Shield. 

The prisoner camp that her unit
was in charge of was in the middle
of the desert, but as a supply special-
ist, she spent a lot of time in the city
of Al-khobar coordinating shipments
of equipment and food. McRoy
remembers hearing scud missiles,
wearing gas masks all the time and
feeling the ground shake with 
explosions. 

Despite the constant danger,
McRoy soon learned how to function
with the threats of war and relied on
her faith to strengthen her. “I’d
always tell new people coming in
that you have to take the alarms seri-
ously, but you can’t let it paralyze
you mentally because you will never
get anything done,” she said. “I
prayed a lot when I was there. I
made peace with myself so I could
function.” 

As with most professional choices she makes, McRoy sees her
time in the military as a service to others. “It wasn’t for me to
question whether war was right or wrong. Even though war may
be a negative situation, I know the POWs in our camp were treat-
ed well because I was coordinating supplies for them. I felt good
about that.” 

After completing her service
with the reserves, McRoy complet-
ed a journalism degree from UNL in
1994. Since 1999, she has served as
a soldier for her city, Lincoln, Neb.,
as a member of the City Council. 

“I was proud to wear the uni-
form and protect this country,” McRoy said. “Now I do it in a dif-
ferent way, protecting the rights of citizens.” 

In the late 1990s, McRoy felt the council did not represent peo-
ple like herself—not just a woman and a minority, but a young
person who had decided to make her life in Lincoln.

One of her original campaign themes was to be a voice for the
people who were underrepresented. The campaign was successful
and she was elected to City Council. McRoy is now in the middle

of her second term, which will total eight years when completed.
McRoy’s interests lie in revitalizing communities and neighbor-

hoods. Arnold Heights, an old airbase in her district of Northwest
Lincoln, has become one of her pet projects. She has seen an
increase in housing and road improvements and is still working on

bringing more stores to the area. 
Another project McRoy helped

initiate is improvements to an alley
in north Lincoln. The poorly main-
tained road is the only way residents
can get to their homes, yet it was
unpaved and didn’t drain well. At 1
a.m. during a heavy rainfall last sum-
mer, residents called McRoy to look
at flooding in the alley. She waded
in knee-deep water inside the house
of a single mother with kids. Water
was above the door; furniture was
floating. 

“I try not to get emotionally
involved because then my judgment
is clouded,” McRoy said. “That night
I was glad it was raining because I
think I had tears in my eyes.”

In a council meeting a few
hours later, McRoy strongly advocat-
ed to have the drain fixed and the
alley paved. The project is now
moving forward.

“This may not affect you or me
because we have no need to drive
down that alley,” McRoy said. “But
their quality of life improved, and
that’s why I choose to be on the
council.”

McRoy has made her home in Lincoln since 1982, when she
moved from Leavenworth, Kan., to attend Union College. She
studied journalism and business and worked on the student news-
paper staff. She appreciated the professors at Union who pushed
her to reach her highest potential.

Union did not offer an emphasis
in broadcast journalism, however, so
she later transferred to the state uni-
versity. Since graduating, she has
worked in marketing and consulting
in various positions, including
Channel 10/11 news and Urban
Development.

Now, McRoy’s responsibilities with the City Council average
20-30 hours a week, leaving only a little time to pursue profession-
al development. But personal career advancement is not McRoy’s
biggest concern. 

“I’ve never taken a job because it paid extremely well, “McRoy
said. “For me, it’s more about personal satisfaction of doing some-
thing meaningful. I think I’ve helped represent people who other-
wise might not have a voice.” 

“I was proud to wear the uniform
and protect this country. Now I do it

in a different way, protecting the
rights of citizens.” 

Annette McRoy is serving her second term as a City
Council member in Lincoln, Neb.

A SOLDIER FOR MY CITY________________________________________________
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odd Hoyt ’93 doesn’t remember 
many details from June 2003—the 
month his wife, Jami, passed

away unexpectedly. Much of the expe-
rience he feels has been blocked out.
But one thing he clearly remembers is
how his community wrapped their
arms around him in support. 

More than 400 people attended the
funeral, even though the announce-
ment in the newspaper was a day late.
Family and friends, coworkers, busi-
ness owners, neighbors and communi-
ty members all came.

“It was overwhelming,” Hoyt said.
“I couldn’t collect my thoughts to say
anything to anybody, but just seeing
them in the audience told me that it
does make a difference when 
you give.”

For seven years, Hoyt has been an
active community member in his
hometown of Grand Junction, Colo.
Beyond steady involvement with the
Chamber of Commerce, Hoyt is a
member of Lions Club International,
has volunteered for the American
Heart Association, and is president of
the Home Owners Association in his
neighborhood. In addition, he works
full time as an account executive for Comcast Spotlight, a cable
advertising company.

Hoyt’s involvement with the chamber has been extensive. He
is currently vice president of the Chamber Rangers, an ambassa-
dor group for the Grand Junction Area Chamber. The group helps
with ribbon cuttings, golf tourna-
ments, membership drives, directory
delivery, hosting Business After
Hours and mentoring new chamber
members. Next year Hoyt will be
president of the Chamber Rangers. 

He has also been active with
Grand Junction Lions Club, which
supports nonprofit organizations in
the community and is known for
recycling eyeglasses for those who cannot afford vision care. Last
year the club raised $25,000 for the community.

As a Christian, Hoyt recognizes some challenges but also sees

opportunities to witness. “You can
be associated with the community
but that doesn’t mean you have to
do everything that is socially accept-
able,” Hoyt said. “Christ didn’t just
stay at the churches. He wanted to
talk to everybody. But you can be
an example at the same time and
hopefully make a difference to
those who are still searching.”

Hoyt believes you can’t get
much out of your community with-
out putting something into it. “I’ve
noticed that the more I give, the
more I get. You can never be on
top of it.”

Hoyt experienced this giving
cycle in a very practical way last
summer when community members
poured out support for his loss.
Although he has cut back on some
activities through the transition time,
Hoyt still sees the community as his
family and remains involved. 

“It’s actually made me want to
give more,” Hoyt said. “The more
you open your heart and give your
time, it just comes back ten-fold.” 

Even while studying for his
communication degree at Union

College, Hoyt was active in clubs and student government. “I tried
to become involved in as much as I could,” Hoyt said. “Because
Union offered so many activities, it encouraged the student body
to get involved.”

During college Hoyt spent a student missionary year at
Longburn Adventist College in
New Zealand. After graduating,
Hoyt worked for Adventist World
Radio in Guam for two years. After
two more years in Chattanooga,
Tenn., Hoyt returned to Grand
Junction. 

“When I moved back in 1998, I
knew I had to get connected,”
Hoyt said. “In the beginning it was

the dollar bill that drove me to the networking circles. After last
summer, I learned that it all comes back, whether it’s a dollar fig-
ure, emotional support or relationships that are built.” C

THE CYCLE OF GIVING___________________________________________

“The support from my community
has made me want to give more. The

more you open your heart 
and give your time, 

it just comes back ten-fold.” 

Todd Hoyt is active with the Chamber of Commerce
and other community groups in his hometown of
Grand Junction, Colo.
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wo-hundred and fifty students over
the last nine years have gathered around
tables at 8 p.m. on Tuesdays and
focused their attention on matters larger
than homework and impending tests. 

Stories creep in from Belarus, Liberia,
Afghanistan, China. Peaceful opposition
silenced, children serving as soldiers,
abuse of women, jailed journalists.

Students can’t physically lend a hand,
but they can pen letters. 

And that, humanities professor and
Amnesty sponsor, Chris Blake says is a
vital part of Christianity. “We take Jesus’
words seriously—we work to set the
oppressed free. We visit the imprisoned
with a letter.”

Amnesty International, founded in
1961, is a worldwide organization that
campaigns for internationally recognized
human rights. More than 1.5 million
members in more than 150 countries and
territories join Amnesty in calling for pro-
tection of human rights across the globe.
Members receive appeals for action and
write letters and e-mails to officials ask-
ing for justice.

Amnesty is not tied to any govern-
ment, political party, economic force or
religion. The organization does not
oppose any government or political sys-
tem or support or
oppose the views of vic-
tims it supports. Instead,
members believe in
working toward a world
where human rights are
granted to every individ-
ual apart from race,
creed or political stand-
ing.

The level of involve-
ment at Union has been
growing since Blake
and a group of students
opened the chapter in
1995. Union College’s
chapter of Amnesty
International has grown to be the largest
in the state, with an average chapter
membership of 40. 

The group meets weekly to write let-
ters on behalf of victims of human rights
violations and prisoners of conscience—

individuals who are imprisoned because
of their political or religious beliefs and
have committed no crime. Each week,
students also take a 10-question quiz
focusing on recent world news to keep
them abreast of global events. 

Amnesty International appeals can
mean release from prison, lifesaving
medical attention, and even a fair trial

for a prisoner of conscience. Just know-
ing they are not forgotten can give a
prisoner hope.

Scott Cushman, a 2003 Union gradu-
ate, joined Amnesty after returning from
a student mission post in Poland. He

was prompted to become part of the
movement after observing the role
human rights groups like Amnesty had
in transforming the country into a demo-
cratic republic through the support of
peaceful dissidents. 

Cushman’s belief in the organization
was strengthened each time Union’s
chapter received word of a released pris-

oner. “Amnesty takes
real action,” Cushman
said. “Our network
has effectively
improved the treat-
ment of thousands of
individuals around the
globe. Captors
become more ethical
when they start
receiving piles of let-
ters and realize that
people worldwide
care about their vic-
tims. And without
Amnesty acting as a
watchdog, inhuman

treatment around the world would go
unreported.”

For Union’s group, another key
part of increasing awareness is commu-
nity involvement. Each year, the Amnesty
chapter presents a convocation to spread

International Appeal
Union’s Amnesty International chapter gives prisoners hope

TT

On Tuesday nights, students in Union’s chapter of Amnesty International write 
letters to help free prisoners of conscience.
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“When the first 200 letters came, the guards gave
me back my clothes. Then the next 200 letters
came, and the prison director came to see me.
When the next pile of letters arrived, the director
got in touch with his superior.  The letters kept
coming and coming, 3,000 of them. The president
was informed. The letters still kept arriving, and
the president called the prison and told them to
let me go.”  —A released prisoner of conscience 

from the Dominican Republic 

by Lauren Schwarz ’04
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awareness about human rights abuses.
Other community ties have included a
convocation presented by a spokesper-
son for F.I.R.S.T. Project, Inc. (For
Immigrants and Refugees Surviving
Torture), which serves approximately 100
clients in the Lincoln area; a speaking
engagement featuring Wheels of Justice,
a touring group dedicated to nonviolent
education and action against war and the
occupation of Palestine and Iraq; and stu-
dent participation in a rally promoting
the importance of peace at the Prairie
Peace Park near Lincoln.

While meeting with Lincoln Amnesty
coordinators last year, Blake proposed a
statewide convention at Union. One of
the coordinators described Union as the
“Amnesty rock of Lincoln,” and said it
made sense to have the conference on
the campus.

In November Union students con-
nected with more than 100 like-minded
Lincoln area residents. The interactive
Amnesty International Conference aimed
to develop creative and practical ways to
stop violence against women. Students
and teachers attended a pre-conference
session for those interested in becoming
human rights activists or in forming an
Amnesty group at their school.

There were several sessions during
the afternoon, but participants seemed to
enjoy the “Theater of the Oppressed”
interactive seminar the most. Attendees
learned how to engage people peacefully
in order to problem-solve in conflict situ-
ations. 

At another session, students learned
how to petition their congressmen for a

policy revision. “I realized I can make a
real difference,” said John Rivera, senior
English major and Amnesty member. “My

involvement doesn’t
stop with voting; I can
talk to people in gov-
ernment and ask for a
change.” 

These special events
and interactions with
community groups pave
the way for greater
understanding and
awareness. “Amnesty
helps students to think
beyond the borders of
our school, our city and
our country,” Blake
said. “It also helps us
think beyond our eth-
nicity and lifestyle. It
broadens us.”

Cushman believes Amnesty
International empowers individuals to
take action on important issues and
increases awareness of global suffering.
Still, despite the sad situations, the organ-
ization speaks a message of hope. “In the
face of all the pain they report,”
Cushman said, “their message is always
filled with hope: Individuals—you and
I—can make a difference.”

For information about Amnesty 
chapters in your area or to find out 
how you can help, visit Amnesty
International USA or Amnesty
International online.
pwww.amnestyusa.org or
www.amnesty.org

Guest speaker Doug Patterson, an international theatre artist and human rights
activist, presents at the statewide Amnesty International Conference held at Union 
in November.

Two Amnesty conference participants practice problem-
solving and peaceful communication techniques.
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“We could always tell when international protests
were taking place…. The food rations increased, and
the beatings were fewer. Letters from abroad were
translated and passed around from cell to cell. But
when the letters stopped, the dirty food and repression
started again.”  

—A released prisoner of conscience from Vietnam
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The opening of the Union College Ortner Center heralds a
new venue of hospitality to Union’s guests in the Lincoln com-
munity and beyond. Historically, however, the Ortner Center
and the site upon which it stands actually continue a 100-year
legacy of hosting Union College students and their guests.
Originally a corn field, the plot of ground which now supports
and surrounds a modern information and conference center
dates back to the very begin-
nings of Union College, the
“western school,” as it was
called in the early 1890s. 

The second of the first three
original buildings built in 1890
on the Union College campus,
South Hall originally occupied
the space much of the Ortner
Center now occupies. The pred-
ecessor to Culver Hall, which
was incorporated into the
rebuild project, South Hall was
the original residence for both
men and women students. The
men occupied the top two floors and the women lived in the
lower two. It was built in an “L” shape, with each wing
extending 104 feet in length. In addition to student rooms, it
housed the kitchen and dining room on the ground level
much as it does now. 

As Union’s enrollment climbed in the early
1900s, South Hall housed women only, while
the men were relegated to the top floor of the
administration building (fondly called “The
Castle”), East Hall (a two-story frame building
erected to house the overflow of students), and
various village apartments. It wasn’t until
October 1919 when the college regained its
larger residence hall (which had been sold to
the Nebraska Sanitarium), that South Hall came
to house only male students, and the women
moved into what was then called North Hall.  

The original South Hall housed Union stu-
dents for 60 years. However, by the early
1950s, college administrators made plans to
replace the original buildings that were show-
ing signs of age. According to The Lincoln Star,
Dec. 26, 1953, “It [the new South Hall] was the
first building to be constructed under an exten-
sive building program designed to eventually
replace the original college buildings.” Ground

was broken for the new building on May 1, 1952, and a corner-
stone laying ceremony was held on Nov. 12, 1952. 

By the fall of 1953 a “fully fireproof” new South Hall was
completed in front and to the south of the old dormitory,
forming an “L” shape around it.  The college men moved into
the new building just prior to Thanksgiving. The old dormitory
was closed, the electricity shut off and the building partially
dismantled by Christmas break when students left for vacation.
It was hoped that the materials salvaged from the older build-
ing would pay for the cost of dismantling it. 

Those hopes never materialized. On Friday night, Dec. 25,
1953, a two-alarm fire started in the old building, sounding
alarms about 7:25 p.m. A total of five fire companies respond-

ed and the fire was mostly
contained by 9 p.m. However,
heat from the flames destroyed
the windows of the new build-
ing adjacent to the fire, and
consequently damaged 25 stu-
dent rooms, completely gutting
six. Flames also burst through
the walls of the new building
on the first floor and basement
levels of the west wing and
heavily damaged the newly
constructed dining room.
Water, fire and smoke damage
contributed to the estimated

$150,000 loss, accounting for the loss of the furniture, ceiling
and floors of the dining room. According to historian, Everett
Dick, “Even the posts were damaged and had to be made larg-
er, accounting for the unusually large posts in the room today.”
(Union--College of the Golden Cords, p. 288) 

Fred Murray, a Lincoln area contractor who
was then a student and resident of South Hall,
recalls being one of the last to vacate the new
dormitory as flames from the old building
broke through to the new residence hall.

“I knew [my roommate] was sleeping, so I
ran as hard as I could and…woke him up. I
had grabbed the fire hose as I came down the
hall, and turned it on. While he was getting
dressed, I soaked our closet and all the wood-
work in the room.”

Murray said he and his roommate, W. B.
Collingsworth (’55), soaked as many rooms as
they could with the dorm’s emergency fire
hose before the fire trucks arrived and the
pumper truck took all the water pressure.
When they looked out a window and saw
bystanders pointing at them, they realized it
was time to vacate the building. Later the two,
along with other South Hall occupants, helped
fire fighters by holding the large fire hoses.

By LeAnn Merth ’86

The original South Hall was completed in 1890.

Building on the legacy of
South Hall

A brick sidewalk led to the old
South Hall entrance.
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Gale Page ’72, said he
remembers watching the
South Hall fire from the
shoulders of his father,
Walter Page ’48. Gordon
Gerst ’51, 24 years old and
just back from service in
Korea, recalls taking pho-
tos of the fire from the
front steps of the adminis-
tration building. 

Observers noted that
the fire moved very swiftly
and seemed to burn with
a “white hot” intensity,
attracting a crowd of
onlookers estimated to be in the thousands. The Lincoln
newspaper reported flames were visible from downtown,
and others reported seeing the reflected light from the fire
in towns as far as 14 miles away. 

In spite of the
calamity, there
were reasons to
be thankful.
Because it was
Christmas break,
only about 25 stu-
dents were staying
in the residence
hall that normally
housed 172 men,
and no one was
injured in the
blaze. The new
building was deemed struc-
turally sound despite smoke
damage and the gutting of the
first floor of the west wing.

The local community ral-
lied around the college in this
crisis, sweeping water from
rooms and hallways, and
housing the homeless stu-
dents until repairs were com-
pleted. According to Murray,
local workers from a contrac-
tors’ union donated labor to
shore up the damaged build-
ing, enabling students to
resume studies with less than
a week of lost time.   

“During the early stages of the Ortner Center rebuild proj-
ect, smoke and fire damage was still very evident,” said
Gary Bollinger, vice president for financial administration.

The old fire damage
required contractors to
reinforce supporting pil-
lars in the dining room.
“We saw firsthand some
of the devastation
caused by that fire 50
years ago.”

After the fire cleanup,
the then new South Hall
continued as the primary
men’s residence until
1967 when Prescott Hall
opened. Since that time,
it has accommodated
approximately one-third

of the male students on campus, as well as some ladies
from Rees Hall, during three years of high enrollment,
secured in their own area much as were the ladies in the
late 1800s.

South Hall was
renamed Culver
Hall in 1980 in
honor of Montie
Culver ’28, well-
loved dean of
men from 1945
to 1960. The res-
idence hall
shared space
continuously
with Union’s
food service
department

except for two semesters
during the Ortner Center
rebuilding project.

Although the contempo-
rary design and details of
the new Ortner Center
add a new look to
Union’s campus, its focus
remains the same: to pro-
vide Union’s customers,
whether students, parents
or community guests, an
updated and enlarged ver-
sion of the service and
hospitality for which
Union College has long
been recognized.

CAMPUS MEMORIES_________________________________

Background photo: Union College campus from afar in
the early 1900s.

The new South Hall built in 1952 wrapped around the existing residence
hall. The rooftop of the old building can be seen in the background.

Massive limestone blocks formed the
staircase entrance of the second 
South Hall.

Renamed Culver Hall in 1980, the func-
tions of the former South Hall remained
the same.

Although the limestone entrance was removed during the Ortner
Center project, the original brick sidewalk from the early 1900s is
still intact.



forums such as the Global
Conference on HIV/AIDS she
attended last July in Bangkok,
Thailand, and the inauguration
of Philippine president Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo in June.
“When I came home everybody
was talking about seeing me on
CNN.” She laughs, “They said I
looked like a secret service per-
son with my long black dress
and black shades standing right
behind President Arroyo.” She
also represented Palau at the
Pacific Forum Leaders meeting
in Samoa in August where she
and New Zealand’s Helen Clark
were the only two women
leaders there.

Sometimes Pierantozzi is still surprised by the international
scene of which she is a part. “No island girl had been to the
United Nations and international forums as leader of her coun-
try,” Pierantozzi said. “I
shook hands with Ziang Zee
Min of China in Beijing dur-
ing UNICEF meetings. I’ve
met with Kofi Annan, Colin
Powell, Nelson Mandela, the
Sultan of Brunei and many
other world leaders. I’ve had
amazing opportunities.”

One of her most treas-
ured experiences was study-
ing at Harvard. New Zealand’s prime minister provides scholar-
ships to help other women in the Pacific Islands train for deci-
sion-making positions. Through the National Council of World
Women Leaders, Pierantozzi was one of six women selected to
study for two 12-day sessions at Harvard University. 

The beginning of January 2005, at the end of her four-year
term as vice president,
Pierantozzi returned to her 
private business interests with
her husband. The Pierantozzis’
business endeavors now
include apartment rentals and
real estate, small loan business,
construction projects, a secre-
tarial services company, a line
of jewelry, an Indian restaurant
and a print shop. Her husband
has mostly retired but is still
president of a tuna fishing com-
pany. 

“He has helped run our
businesses while I was working
in politics,” she said. “Now we
will both be more involved.”

What Matters Most
Although Pierantozzi and

her husband do not have
children of their own, she
says that in reality she has a
lot of children. “I think of all
the children of Palau as mine
in a way, and I give advice
liberally when I hear kids
arguing with their mother or
father,” she said. Pierantozzi
tells them, “Care for and
appreciate your parents
while they are here to enjoy
your accomplishments, to
laugh with you, cry with you
and share your pain and
joy.”

Pierantozzi’s favorite
hymn is “Faith of our
Fathers” because it reminds

her how much her own father provided a foundation of her
unshakable faith. Although he died at 65 before witnessing
much of his daughter’s success, she attributes his influence as

the core of her accomplish-
ments. She founded the
Sumang Demei Memorial
Scholarship in 1991 in his
honor. His love of nature
also led her to help found
the Palau Conservation
Society with a mission for
nature and environmental
conservation. Her mother,
who died last year at age

81, did live to see her daughter’s accomplishments. Pierantozzi
took her mother on several international trips.

Despite world travels and rubbing shoulders with interna-
tional leaders, Pierantozzi says her most rewarding experience
is when someone says, “Thank you for making a difference in
my life.” 

She recently received a
letter after visiting a Palauan
family at a medical facility in
Manila. “Thank you very
much for reaffirming my
pride of being a Palauan,”
the person wrote. “Your
presence here and your time
spent visiting with all of us,
listening to our concerns,
empathizing, yet providing
advice and words of encour-
agement…were all greatly
appreciated.”

To Pierantozzi this letter
means more than all the
honors she has received and
distinguished world leaders
she has met. C

With her husband, Marcello, looking on, Sandra Pierantozzi was
sworn in as vice president of the Republic of Palau on Jan. 1,
2001. The presiding judge, Associate Justice Katherine Salii, was
Palau’s first woman justice.

Pierantozzi has represented the Republic of Palau at interna-
tional forums around the world including addressing the
United Nations three times.

“No island girl had been 
to the United Nations 

and international forums 
as leader of her country.”

(Politics in Paradise continued
from page 19)

34 CORDmagazine



WINTER 2005 35

Find Homecoming info online

Basketball and volleyball games are being planned for Saturday night April 9 beginning at 8:30 p.m.

Scholarships, Honors and Awards Convocation Speaker: Becky Lane Scoggins ’95
Golden Cords Speaker: Carla Anderson ’95

First Church Service Speaker: Eugene Johnson ’55
Second Church Service Speaker: Darrel Huenergardt ’65
Sabbath Vespers: “Testimony in Clay” by Victor Issa ’80

Make plans now to attend Homecoming 2005. Many special events are being planned
especially for you. For more information contact the alumni office 

at 402.486.2503 or e-mail alumni@ucollege.edu

For more golf or Warrior event details contact Ric Spaulding at rispauld@ucollege.edu or call 402.486.2525.
p Check Union’s Web site at www.ucollege.edu/advancement/homecoming for updates and further information.

H o n o r  C l a s s e s :  1 9 3 5 ,  1 9 4 5 ,  1 9 5 5 ,  1 9 6 5 ,  1 9 7 5 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  1 9 8 5  a n d  1 9 9 5

Attention all Warrior Athletes
Plan now to come back for the Warrior Athletes Reunion
during Homecoming 2005. Check Union’s Web site to
view a list of Warrior alumni planning to attend.

Golf Tournament
The annual Wayne Fleming Golf Tournament

will be Friday, April 8, at 10 a.m.

Register early to win an original McClelland painting
By registering for the Homecoming Weekend before April 1, your name will

be entered in a drawing for a painting by Jim McClelland.

www.ucollege.edu/advancement/homecoming
Schedule of events
Registration form 
Where to stay in Lincoln
Warrior reunion information

• Basketball/volleyball game schedules
• List of Warrior alumni who are attending 
• Warrior breakfast and auction 

Photos from Homecoming 2004
• Young alumni event at the Mill
• Golf tournament
• Honor class photo archives

Homecoming 2005 April 7-10
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1930s 
Mae Sorensen Wallenkampf  ’38
attended the Loma Linda
chapter meeting in February
2004 and writes, “Our ten
years at Union were some of
the best years of our lives.
God bless you always! Go
there and ‘Experience the
Spirit.’”

1940s 
After reading the Spring 2004
issue of CORDmagazine Felix
Lorenz Jr (’42) wrote that he
found himself turning to the
obituaries and Class-ifieds first.
He was saddened to see that
eight friends had passed away,
but glad to see that four had
sent in news. Felix fondly
remembers Union College. His
history goes back to the open-
ing of the college when his
grandfather hauled stone for
the buildings. His father grad-
uated in 1917. Felix has taught
in several academies and high
schools over the years, but
ministry was always his pas-
sion. He has a master’s in

public relations and he has
owned a public relations firm,
been a partner in a recording
studio and pastored several
churches. For the past 14
years, he has been the senior
pastor of St. Paul’s United
Church of Christ in Dearborn
Heights, Mich. “I’m a life-long
Adventist, but I pastor a non-
SDA church.”

Charles Seitz ’45 attended the
Retirees Convention in
Washington, D.C. For over 40
years, his hobby has been
owning and operating a
miniature railroad. He has
given rides to school groups,
church groups and for neigh-
borhood parties. Charles feels
it has been a real witnessing
tool. His hobby has entailed
maintaining steam and diesel
locomotives, a dozen cars and
a quarter-mile of track. Since
turning 80, this seemed to be
quite a bit of work so he has
sold the railroad. “I miss it a
lot,” writes Charles. “But I do
have more time for church
work.”

Robert Firth ’48 taught busi-
ness administration for 46
years. Thirteen of those years
were at Union College and 30
years at Andrews University.
He has retired in Social Circle,
Ga. Robert enjoys serving on
the finance committee and
church board at the Conyers
Seventh-day Adventist church.
He is also active in several
community groups doing vol-
unteer work at Recording for
the Blind and Dyslexic at
Athens, Ga.

Del Parkins Saldecke ’48
attended the Loma Linda
chapter meeting. She partici-
pated in the 60th anniversary
of the nursing program at
Columbia Union College in
spring 2003. She has also
been inducted into the Hall of
Fame at Southwestern
Adventist University.

1950s 
Wib Dale ’51 sends his greet-
ings to friends. He and Berta
celebrated their sixth anniver-
sary in May 2004. Wib enjoys
singing and playing the guitar
and Berta enjoys crocheting.

Margaret Maxwell Hyde ’53
attended the alumni meeting in
Denver and wrote, “I have
enjoyed my nursing through
the years. If I had my life to
live over—I would still go to
Union College and be a nurse.”

Marjorie Minear Williamson ’53
was at the Loma Linda chapter
meeting and reports that she
has been retired for more than
23 years. At 88, she is still
able to care for herself and
lives where she and Jesse
moved to in 1972. Her
youngest son lives with her
and helps her. Her oldest son
passed away in 2001. A son,
Wayne, lives in Missouri and
son, Phil, lives in Lincoln.

Shirley Duren Dickinson ’54
volunteers at the University of
Colorado doing medical
research for patients and their
families. She appreciated her
nursing education at Union
College very much and loved
her job as a nurse.

Gayle Whitesell Wilson ’54
finally retired for the second
time in March 2003, after
spending 49 years in nursing.
She has two sons, Gary ’79
and Bob (’79). Gayle has been
a widow for 14 years. She

enjoys spending time with her
grandson whom she describes
as “so cute and smart—of
course.”

Irene Denny Larkin Mitchell
’55 was married to Alfred
Mitchell on Feb. 15, 2004.
They currently reside in
Collegedale, Tenn. Alfred
graduated from Southern
Missionary College in 1953
and worked for more than 30
years as an auditor for the
U.S. government.

Loren Dickinson ’57 was rec-
ognized with a Lifetime
Achievement Award in
Communication by the Society
of Adventist Communicators at
their annual conference in
Orlando, Fla., in October 
of 2003.

Rob Johnson ’57 continues to
serve as associate medical
director for the General
Conference health department
located in the Loma Linda
University satellite office. He is
involved with the medical per-
sonnel and sends containers
of medical equipment to mis-
sion hospitals. Rob also con-
tinues to work part time as an
orthopedic surgeon.

Erma Crofoot Coy ’59 enjoys
teaching and caring for new
moms and babies. She also
enjoys assisting with youth
activities in her church and
academy. She has participated
in a mission trip to Yap as the
nurse and cook. Erma likes
going houseboating and on
ski trips with her family.

CLASS-IFIEDS_____________________________
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CORDmagazine wants to
hear from you. You have
told us this is your favorite
section. Now tell us where
you are, what you’re doing,
or just send greetings. There
is no such thing as too
much mail.

Direct your letters to: 
Class-ifieds 
Alumni Office 
Union College 
3800 South 48th Street
Lincoln, NE 68506 
or e-mail 
alumni@ucollege.edu

’67 denotes graduation year
(’67) denotes last year attend-
ed or preferred class year

Two Union alumni received
awards during the 10th
Conference on Philanthropy
and Leadership Symposium
hosted by Philanthropic
Service for Institutions. Jack
Blanco ’55 received the
Adventist Philanthropy
Leadership Award in support
of higher education. He was
recognized for outstanding
achievement in volunteerism

and service to Adventist
institutions. Karen Affolter
Johnson ’72 received the
Trailblazer in Philanthropy
Award for her commitment
to furthering philanthropy
through her professional
leadership. Union’s vice
president for Advancement,
LuAnn Davis ’82 , helped
present Johnson’s award.

Alumni honored for philanthropy 

Keep in Touch
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1960s 
John Uhrig Sr ’61 attended the
Loma Linda chapter meeting.
He enjoyed meeting with
friends and shared with them
that his wife of 53 years
Shirley Simpson (’62) died in
Riverside, Calif., on Jan. 31,
2004.

Diana Cowan ’61 lives in Alta
Loma, Calif. She and her hus-
band, Jim Brown, are building
a house in Missouri as well as
fixing up their home in
California. They enjoy travel-
ing and thank God for all His
blessings.

Gloria Durichek Gyure ’67
wrote that she and her hus-
band have been retired for
four and a half years. They
spend their time traveling, tak-
ing digital pictures, reading,
working on their computers
and enjoying life.

1980s 
Byron and Dawn Nesmith ’89
Burke welcomed Heidi Robyn
into their family on Mar. 6,
2004. Heidi joins her sisters,
Erin, 5, and Lily, 3. The
Burkes live in Shawnee, Kan.,
where Byron is a software
analyst at Black & Veatch
Solutions Group and Dawn is
a full-time wife and mom.

1990s 
Wanda Phipatankul ’90 is assis-
tant professor of pediatrics at
Harvard Medical School and is
a Pediatric Allergist and
Immunologist at Harvard’s
Pediatric Hospital, Children’s
Hospital, Boston. She was
recently awarded a five-year
grant from National Institutes
of Health entitled, “The Role
of Mouse Allergen in
Childhood Asthma.” Her
research interests include
indoor allergens and urban
childhood asthma. She has
published numerous articles in
her field. In May 2003, in her
hometown of St. Louis, Mo.,
she married Dani Ruran, a
wills, trusts and estates attor-
ney at Foley Hoag law firm in
Boston. 

Dennis and Stephanie Huset ’91
Anderson welcomed Carter
Douglas into the world on July
23, 2003. Carter joins three-
year-old Bennett at home.
Although Carter was born early
and had an extended stay in
the hospital, mother and son
are now doing well. The family
lives in New Hope, Minn.

Jeff  Jahn ’91 and his wife, Lisa,
are the proud parents of a lit-
tle girl, Coria Spring, born
Nov. 3, 2003. She weighed 6
lbs. 10 oz. and was 19 inches
long.

Erik ’91 and Gelerie Arafiles
’92 Stenbakken welcomed
Aubrey Nicole into their family
on Aug. 8, 2003. Gelerie
works as an anesthesiologist
for Greeley Anesthesia
Specialists and Erik is a free-
lance photographer.

Jeff  ’92 and Becky Lane ’95
Scoggins are proud to
announce the birth of David
Allen born on Feb. 17, 2004.
He was 7 lbs. 7 oz. and 20.5
inches long. Jeff reported,
“Fast labor, but long final
stretch. All turned out well.
Baby and Becky are doing
fine.”

John and Stacie Bosch ’95
Harrington welcomed
Matthew John into their family
Aug. 6, 2003. He was 8 lbs. 13
oz. and joined three-year-old
Joshua at home. The
Harringtons reside in Phoenix,
Ariz., where Stacie is a busy
stay-at-home mom. John is a
general surgery resident at
Good Samaritan Medical
Center.

Heidi Robin Nesmith
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Carter Douglas Anderson

Coria Spring Jahn

Aubrey Nicole Stenbakken

David Allen Scoggins

Matthew John Harrington

1 9 6 0 s

Homecoming 2005 April 7-10
Details on page 35
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Elliot ’95 ’99 and Jackie Morlen
’99 Smith are new parents.
Their daughter Chloe Gianna
was born July 16. She was 9
lbs. 13 oz. and 22 inches.

Dallas Purkeypile ’96 married
Amber Peterson of Redlands,
Calif., on May 23, 2004, in an
outdoor ceremony at the
bride’s parents’ home. Dallas
is a registered nurse at Loma
Linda University Medical
Center. Amber has a degree in
business finance and market-
ing from La Sierra University.

Karin Elving Clements ’98 and
her husband, Daniel, wel-
comed their first child,
Stephen Daniel, on Nov. 20,
2003. The family lives in
Albuquerque, N.M., where
Daniel serves as a federal
agent for the Department of 
Homeland Security. Karin

enjoys being a stay-at-home
mom.

2000s 
Aaron ’98 and Jamie Kraus ’00
Fritz live in Parker, Colo.
Aaron completed a master’s in
business administration at
Webber University in May
2003. He is now director of
development at Littleton
Adventist Hospital. Jamie
earned a master’s in speech
pathology from the University
of Central Florida in August of
2003. She recently accepted a
position at a 200-bed skilled
nursing facility in Lakewood,
Colo., as a speech therapist.
Aaron and Jamie enjoy time
with their dog, AJ; living close
to Todd and Michelle Miller
Essex ’98 and being only
seven hours away from
Lincoln.

Dean Allen Poblete ’01 and
Laura Rumsey ’03 were mar-
ried on June 20, 2004, in
Lincoln, Neb. The couple lives
in Lincoln where Allen is a
graphic designer for Summa
Cum Laude Communications
and Laura is the Web content
manager/writer for Union
College.

Thaddeous ‘Thad’ Wilson ’01
married April Melissa Engle of
Liverpool, Pa., on July 13,
2003 in York, Pa. Both attend
Loma Linda Medical
University.

Michael Halfhill ’02 and his
wife, Jeannette, welcomed
Ethan Lowell into their family
on Sept. 12, 2003. Ethan
weighed in at 7 lbs. 9 oz. and
was 19.5 inches long.

Brodie and Mindy Barron
Philpott ’02 moved from the
Vail Valley to Denver in 2003.
Brodie works for New York
Life teaching people about
wealth accumulation and
Mindy works for a CPA firm.

Carrie Purkeypile ’03 was hired
as the new communications
director for AdventSource in

Lincoln, Neb. Carrie’s responsi-
bilities include working with
union and conference officials
to improve relationships and
awareness about AdventSource
and its resources for local
church leaders. Carrie complet-
ed internships with The
Salvation Army Divisional
Headquarters for Kansas and
Western Missouri; Saint Luke’s-
Shawnee Mission Health
System in Shawnee, Kan.; and
Saint Elizabeth Regional
Medical Center in Lincoln, Neb.

Allison Rosette ’03 lives in
Lakewood, Colo., and works
as a nurse in an area hospital. 

Wynell Welch ’03 works as a
nurse at St. Anthony’s Hospital
in Denver, Colo. She and
Allison Rosette currently share
an apartment.

People
Placements
Janella Abbey is the new
administrative assistant in
Academic Administration.
Previously, Abbey worked for
the physician assistant pro-
gram at Union. Her husband,
Don, is chair of the Division
of Science and Mathematics. 

Teresa Bartzatt joined Union’s
physician assistant program as
research assistant. Bartzatt
graduated from UNL in 1985.
She and her husband, Doug,
have four children. Meagan is
a junior at Union College,
Sarah is a junior at College
View Academy, and Adam
and Eric attend Helen Hyatt
Elementary School.

Laura Camacho joined the
Division of Humanities as
office manager. Previously,
she lived in Loma Linda,
Calif., and worked for
Outlook International as proj-
ect manager, writer and edi-
tor. Camacho graduated from
Pacific Union College in 2002

2 0 0 0 s

Dallas and Amber Purkeypile 

Stephen Daniel Clement 

Allen and Laura Poblete 

Ethan Lowell Halfhill

P e o p l e

P l a c e m e n t s

Chloe Gianna Smith
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with a degree in psychology.
Her husband, Leslie, is a Web
and software developer.

Jessica Casebolt ’04 has joined
enrollment services as an
enrollment advisor intern. She
graduated from Union with a
psychology degree.

Wid Dockhorn has joined
Union as an advisor in the
Teaching Learning Center.
Long-time resident of Lincoln,
Neb., Dockhorn worked in
the Lincoln Public Schools for
32 years and graduated from
the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. She and her hus-
band, Swede, have two chil-
dren and one grandson.

Mike Duehrssen ’84 is joining
Union as director for the
international rescue and relief
program. He and his wife,
Susan, are transitioning to
Lincoln during the next year
as he assists with recruiting
and program development for
the new major. Duehrssen
will be full time at Union in
fall 2005. He earned a biology
degree from Union and holds
a degree in medicine from
Loma Linda University.
Duehrssen has been serving
as director of the Southwest
Memorial Hospital ER in
Cortez, Colo. Along with two
colleagues, he developed a
youth training ministry in
2001 called Wilderness Way
Adventures.

Buell Fogg ’72 transitioned
last April from vice president
for enrollment services to a
new role as assistant to the
president. Fogg promotes
Union is various capacities
including recruiting at acade-
mies, presenting weeks of
prayer and speaking at
churches and events.

Lisa Bednar Forbes (’81)
returned to Union College as
part-time office manager in
the Career Center. Forbes pre-
viously worked with student
accounts. Her husband,
Bruce, teaches in the Division

of Fine Arts.

Debbie Forshee-Sweeney ’94
became director of the
Teaching Learning Center last
spring. She previously
worked in the Teaching
Learning Center as an advisor.

Eugena Foster ’99 joined the
nursing department as assis-
tant professor of nursing and
is also employed as a labor
and delivery nurse at Saint
Elizabeth Regional Medical
Center. Foster earned a nurs-
ing degree from Union and
graduated from the University
of Nebraska Medical Center
as a family nurse practitioner.
She and her husband, David
’95, have a 1-year-old daugh-
ter, Ella Marie.

Lou Ann Fredregill transferred
to the President’s Office as
executive secretary.
Previously, she served Union
as the Campus Store manager.

Rebecca Johnson has joined
enrollment services as an
enrollment advisor intern.
Previously, Johnson was a
student at Arizona State
University where she graduat-
ed with a B.A. in secondary
education in 2004.

Jeffrey Jorgensen joined Plant
Services as a general mainte-
nance worker. Previously,
Jorgensen worked in
Michigan as a literature evan-
gelist and assistant pastor. He
graduated from Pacific Union
College in 1996 with a degree
in theology. He and his wife,
Patricia, have two children,
Jessica and Joshua. 

Terri Lair ’85 has joined
Union as Campus Store man-
ager. Previously, Lair worked
as general manager for
Boston Medical Publishing
Corporation in Lincoln, Neb.
She has also worked part-time
instructing math and tutoring
for Union. Lair is married to
Dennis (’79).

Michelle Nash ’70 joined the

Division of Humanities as
associate professor. Previously
she was a contract teacher in
the division. Nash earned a
B.A. in English from Union
College and is currently in
graduate school at Concordia
University in Seward, Neb. She
and her husband, Chuck (’68),
have two children, Andy and
Angel, and three grandchil-
dren.

Greg Okimi ’04 joined the
library this fall as an evening
supervisor. He graduated
from Union College with a
B.A. in history.

Darla Peterson ’83 is the new
office manager in the Division
of Science and Mathematics.
Peterson earned a degree in
elementary education from
Union College. She and her
husband, Rocky ’83 and ’95,
have four daughters: Lindsay,
16; Laura, 15; Roxi, 11, and
Kimberly, 9.

Paula Remmers joined Union
as communications manager
for Enrollment and Student
Financial Services. Previously,
she worked as a CPA and
office manager at an account-
ing firm in Nebraska City,
Neb. Remmers earned a bach-
elor’s degree from Peru State
College in 1986. She has two
grown children, Jeanette and
James.

Jonathan Shields joined the
college as human resources
director and financial adminis-
tration assistant. Previously,
he worked at Maplewood
Academy for 12 years. Shields
graduated from Southern
Missionary College (now
Southern Adventist University)
in 1976. Shields and his wife,
Maureen, have two children:
Nathan and Esther, a fresh-
man communication major at
Union.

Nathan Shields (’03) has
joined enrollment services as
an enrollment advisor intern.
Previously, Shields was a
task-force worker at

Maplewood Academy in
Hutchinson, Minn. He gradu-
ated from Southern Adventist
University in 2003 with a 
B.A. in international studies.

Elliot Smith ’95 and ’99 joined
the Teaching Learning Center
staff as academic coach and
advisor working with students
in the Freshman Development
Program and the Academic
Success and Advising
Program. Previously, Smith
has worked as a case manag-
er, a grant coordinator, and a
youth pastor for College View
church and College View
Academy in Lincoln, Neb. He
earned social work and theol-
ogy degrees from Union
College. Smith and his wife,
Jackie ’99, have a daughter,
Chloe, born July 16, 2004.

Flo Swick joined the women’s
residence staff as custodial
supervisor for Rees Hall. She
holds an associate degree
from Southeast Community
College in Lincoln, Neb. She
and her husband, Ray, have
two children. Ryan lives at
home with his parents in
Garland, Neb., and Kimberly
has two sons, 2 years and 10
months old.

Rob Weaver rejoined Union
last April as vice president for
Enrollment and Student
Financial Services. Weaver
taught in the business division
at Union College from 1994-
1998 and more recently
worked for a direct marketing
firm in Dallas, Texas. He
earned an MBA from the
University of Arkansas.
Weaver has two children: Alec
is 12 and Rachel is 11.

Brad Woodruff  ’04 joined the
Information Systems staff as
Web programmer and sup-
port. Previously, he worked
as a student in the same
department. Woodruff earned
a degree in computer infor-
mation systems from Union.

Lela Warner Johnson ’28,

PEOPLE PLACEMENTS__________________________________________
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Painted Post, N.Y., died Mar.
29, 2004, at age 97. During
her lifetime, she was a nurse
and high school teacher. She
is survived by her daughter,
Loella Johnson Wickey ’70,
and son, Wayne, eight grand-
children and five great-grand-
children. She was preceded
in death by her husband, Carl
’28, and son, Earl.

Caris Lauda ’32, Gladstone,
Ore., died Oct. 12, 2003, at
age 95. Caris was an ordained
minister and served as a
youth leader and church
administrator across the
United States. He loved music
and was a vocalist and music
director. Caris was a member
of Adventist Laymen’s
Services and Industries and
Maranatha Volunteers
International. In 1989, Caris
married Mary Brewer
Paulson. He is survived by
his wife; two stepdaughters,
Shirley Chiburis and Beverly
Johnson; daughter-in-law,
Sherri Lauda-Smith; seven
grandchildren; one step-
grandchild; seven step great-
grandchildren; and two step
great-great-grandchildren. He
was preceded in death by his
first wife, Clara Culver ’30;
son, Caris “Corky” Lauda Jr.;
grandson, Joel Lauda; and
stepdaughter, Doreen Evans.

Florence Denison Morris (’38),
Richland, Miss., died Mar. 13,
2004. After earning a pre-
nursing degree at Union, she
completed her registered
nurse degree at Boulder
Sanitarium and Hospital in
1941. Survivors include her
daughter, Cindy Grattan; son,
Bill Morris; and one grandson.

Alice Akre Ferraro ’39,
Louisville, Colo., died Dec.

18, 2002. Until 1960, she
worked part-time in Boulder
area hospitals and then
worked as a school nurse
from 1962-1970. Alice super-
vised public health nursing at
the Boulder County Health
Department until retiring in
1978. She was a member of
the Boulder Adventist church
and volunteered in two local
health clinics. The city of
Boulder honored her as
Volunteer of the Month in
1987. Alice is survived by her
daughter, Ruby Ann
Villanueva (’61); two sons,
Don and Lee; brother,
Mervyn; sister, Anne Parris;
nine grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren. She was
preceded in death by her
husband, Frank; brother,
Alvin and sister, Ruby Caruso.

Orville Schneider ’39, Loma
Linda, Calif., died Apr. 18,
2004, at age 90. In the early
years, he pastored in the
Texico Conference. He felt
the Lord called him to teach.
He taught in Texas, Iowa,
Minnesota, Florida and
Michigan. Orville also served
as president of the Cayman
Island Mission and education
superintendent of the West
Indies Union Conference in
Jamaica. His first wife,
Rosetta Anderson ’39, passed
away in 1983. He is survived
by his wife of nearly 20
years, Viola Lutz; sons Kimber
and Noel; daughter, Valerie
Nelson; eight grandchildren;

one great-grandchild; four
stepchildren; 11 step grand-
children and 13 step great-
grandchildren. 

Art Mazat ’40, Loma Linda,
Calif., died May 30, 2003. He
and his wife, Ruth Simon
(’37), served in China for a
number of years. Upon their
return, they served the church
in the Southwest in many dif-
ferent capacities. Art then
went to work at the Pacific
Press as manager of periodi-
cals for nearly 20 years and
was known as “Mr. Signs of
the Times.” Art also enjoyed
nearly 20 years of retirement.
He is survived by his wife,
Ruth.

Dorothy Reed Otter (’44),
College Place, Wash., died
Jan. 20, 2004. She and her
husband, Gordon ’45, served
in Africa for nearly 20 years,
including operating health
clinics, teaching, training
African girls and serving as
registrar. They returned to the
United States in 1960 and
Dorothy taught for 15 years
in Oklahoma and Wyoming.
In 1983, they retired in
College Place. She enjoyed
volunteering and numerous
hobbies. Survivors include
her husband; daughter, Carol
Dawes; two sons, Michael
and LeRoy; four grandchil-
dren and a great-grandchild.

Rubin Widmer ’44, Aurora,
Colo., died Dec. 6, 2003, at
age 85. After attending Union
College, Rubin earned addi-
tional degrees from Andrews
University. In 1970 he earned
a doctor of ministry degree
from Fuller Theological
Seminary. Rubin spent 40
plus years of his life as a pas-
tor or teacher in South
Dakota, Minnesota, Michigan,
California, Colorado and
Jamaica. He was a chaplain at
Porter Hospital in Denver
from 1978 to 1984. He was
preceded in death by his first
wife, Delores Anderson. In
November 1982 he married
Edna Dines. Rubin is survived

by his wife; sons, Myron
Widmer and Steve Dines;
daughters, Elaine Farren and
Pam Adkins; sister, Ellen
Croak; brother, Elmer Widmer
’51; nine grandchildren and
eight great-grandchildren.

Betty Burke Feyen (’45), Walla
Walla, Wash., died May 14,
2004, at age 79. Betty worked
as a kindergarten teacher for
12 years and as a dental
office receptionist for 12
years. She also enjoyed being
a wife and mother to her four
children. She is survived by
her husband, Dorsett Feyen
(’45); sons, Monty and
Donald; daughters Lonnie
and Jacque; four grandchil-
dren and two great-grandchil-
dren.

C. Mackay Christianson ’46,
Cleburne, Texas, died Dec. 4,
2003, at age 82. His life work
was as an ordained minister
of the Adventist church. He
and his wife, Esther Olson
Christianson (’46) lacked just
21 days of being married for
59 years. He is survived by
his wife; daughters, Dawna
Hoerner and Cathie Workman
(’77); and sons, James and
Thomas; six grandchildren
and one great-grandchild.

Liliane Brennwald Bergman
(’47), Takoma Park, Md., died
Dec. 7, 2003. She was born in
Bern, Switzerland, and it was
while Arthur Bergman ’49, an
American GI, was studying at
the University of Bern for two
months that they met. It was
love at first sight. At the end
of two months Art returned to
Union College to continue his
pre-med classes. Liliane came
to America in December 1946
and, with special faculty per-
mission, she and Art were
married during Christmas
break. Liliane and Art contin-
ued their studies at Union
College and then went to
Loma Linda. Together they
accepted a call to French
Cameroun, West Africa, to
establish a new hospital
where they spent two terms

IN MEMORY_____________________________

IN MEMORY

Death dates and/or obituar-
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the following individuals.
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of mission service. Liliane and
Art enjoyed traveling, and
Liliane was especially gifted
in knitting and embroidery.
She is survived by her hus-
band; son, Erik; and daughter,
Astrid.

Joel Edward Nordstrom ’47,
Simi Valley, Calif., died Feb.
2, 2004, at age 80, following
an automobile accident. Joel
served as a MASH doctor dur-
ing the Korean War. After
returning to the United States,
he moved his family to
Shelton, Neb., where he was
the only doctor for many
miles. In 1960, the family
moved to Denver, Colo., so
Joel could begin a radiology
residency. Upon completing
the residency, Joel and his
first wife, Jean, were able to
return to California. Jean
passed away in March 2002.
For the last 22 years of his
life, Joel worked for the
Central Dakota Radiologists.
The Dakota group became
his second family. He trav-
eled between Los Angeles
and Bismarck eight to 10
times a year. Toward the end
of 2003, Joel met Criss
Spoden and fell in love. They
were to have been married in
spring 2004. He is survived
by Criss and her wonderful
family; his daughters, Susan
Busk (’67) and Jo Snavely; sis-
ter, Ruth Lamar ’53; and three
grandsons.

Myrna Wiltse Huff  ’48,
Greenwood, Mo., died Nov.
10, 2003, at age 76. During
her lifetime, Myrna enjoyed
being a secretary, church
treasurer, church school treas-
urer, Book and Bible House
manager and a homemaker.
She is survived by her hus-
band, Art ’54; daughter, Janet
Peak; sons, Victor, Daryl ’83,
and Alan; three grandchildren
and one great-grandchild.
John Bookhardt, ’49, Littleton,
Colo., died June 4, 2004, at
age 77. John was renowned
for a relentless vigor that
drove him to set up his own

medical practice and establish
a nursing home for African
Americans. He directed the
Missionary Volunteer League,
which built City Park Manor
Extended Care Facility in
1968–one of the few nursing
homes available to low-
income African Americans.
John was also a staff physi-
cian at the prison in Lincoln,
Neb. He is survived by his
wife, Ruth “Pat”; daughters
Jeannine Bookhardt-Murray,
Dawn “Patsy”and Sylvia
“Lysy”; sons John “Skip” and
Kenneth; sister, Lois
Robinson ’50; brother, Alfred;
15 grandchildren and a great-
grandson.

Clint Nelson ’47, Fresno,
Calif., died Mar. 11, 2004, at
age 78. Clint’s life work was
as a physician/pathologist. He
is survived by his wife, Elaine
Garrett Nelson (’42); daugh-
ters Carol Parmely-Bird and
Sonie Nelson-Keller; son,
Thomas; and two grandchil-
dren.

Prudence Ortner ’49, Candler,
N.C., died May 3, 2004.
Prudence alternated her
schooling at Union College
with a year for school and a
year for work. She graduated
eight years later with a major
in business administration
and minors in English, home
economics and education.
Prudence worked at Boulder
Memorial Hospital as a
cashier and bookkeeper, and
then her passion for teaching
led her to teaching positions
at Campion Academy, La
Sierra University and Pacific
Union College. In retirement,
she moved to Hendersonville,
N.C. She is survived by her
brother, Edgar ’50.

Doris “Dottie” Cianciola
Stafford (’50), Nampa, Idaho,
died Oct. 7, 2003, at age 76.
Dottie’s life work was spent
as an academy teacher, prin-
cipal and pastor. She is sur-
vived by her husband,
Richard ’51; daughter, Jean
Coneff and two grandsons,

David and Daniel Coneff.

Donald Dunkin (’54),
Woodland Park, Colo., died
July 15, 2004, at age 71.
During his lifetime, Don was
a devoted husband, loving
father and dedicated physi-
cian. He is survived by his
wife, Beverley McCown (’51);
sons, Dennis ’76, Robert (’84)
and David (’91); daughter,
Sharon Hagopian ’87; sister,
Shirley Pericles; stepmother,
Eysail Dunkin Hammar; and
nine grandchildren.

Edith Cochran Taylor (’54),
Powell, Wyo., died Feb. 4,
2004, at age 72. She married
Clifton Taylor (’54) in 1954.
She was a loving mother who
enjoyed crocheting and rais-
ing flowers. She was also a
member of the High Country
Classic Car Club. She is sur-
vived by her husband of
almost 50 years; sons, Duane,
Robert and Larry; daughter
LaVonna McClannahan; broth-
ers-in-law Delmar and
Leonard. She was preceded in
death by her son, Ernie; and
brother, Emery.

Samuel Ayodo ’55, Nairobi,
Kenya, died unexpectedly on
Aug. 6, 1998, after a short ill-
ness. Although his death was
six years ago, his wife,
Dameoni Ayoda, wanted his
friends at Union College to
know of his passing. She feels
that without Union College
Sam would never have
achieved the successes with
which he enjoyed life. Sam
was active in politics from
1959 until he retired in 1982.
After retirement, he enjoyed a
number different activities
including farming and other
business ventures. He is sur-
vived by his wife, children
and 11 grandchildren.

Alfred Heitzmann ’55, College
Place, Wash., died Aug. 12,
2003 at age 72. Alfred taught
school for three years and
over the next 40 years, he
spent 17 in evangelism in

Nebraska, North Dakota and
Idaho. He also pastored
churches in North Dakota,
Idaho and Oregon. A high-
light of his career was partici-
pating in the only evangelistic
team allowed inside the
Kremlin in Russia. After retire-
ment in 1995, Alfred still con-
tinued to minister by speak-
ing at various churches in
Oregon and served as a tem-
porary pastor in Hawaii. He is
survived by his wife of 50
years, Ruby; daughter,
Cynthia Rogers; sons, Ken
and Ronald; sisters, Clara
Wetenkamp (’51), Adeline
Docktor and Luella Bullock;
brother, Clarence; and seven
grandchildren.

Thelma Waln ’56,
Thermopolis, Wyo., died
Sept. 16, 2003, at age 84. She
was a member of the
Thermopolis Seventh-day
Adventist Church. She
worked as a nurse for more
than 40 years. During that
time, she served in Mexico as
a missionary. She is survived
by her sister, Pauline Harrard;
and brother, Theron.

Marjorie Osborne Anderson
(’59), Saint Helena, Calif.,
died Oct. 12, 2003, at age 78,
the tragic result of a pedestri-
an accident in September. She
lived in Napa County for 39
years. Marjorie enjoyed
singing, dancing, leading
exercise classes and entertain-
ing with humorous readings
and skits. Enthusiastic about
being a mother and home-
maker and able to have only
one child, she opened her
heart to three adopted chil-
dren. She is survived by her
sons, Terry and Arthur;
daughter, Karen; and four
grandchildren. She was pre-
ceded in death by her hus-
band, Milo, and daughter,
Carol.
Opal Schnell Hagelgantz ’59,
Loma Linda, Calif., died Oct.
2, 2003, at age 66. During her
academy and college years,
she served the Lord through
colporteur work. Opal taught

IN MEMORY_____________________________
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English at Union College for
20 years. During this time,
she completed master’s and
doctoral degrees at the
University of Nebraska, and
was chair of the English,
Communication and Modern
Language Department. From
1979-1990 she taught on the
campuses of Loma Linda and
La Sierra. She was an espe-
cially devoted mother and
provided words of encour-
agement to all. She is sur-
vived by her sons, Michael
and Mark; daughter, Denise
Polk (’89); and six grandchil-
dren.

Marcelline “Marcie” Carr
Moon ’60, Arlington, Texas,
died May 2, 2004, at age 73.
She earned a B.A. in physical
education from Union
College. At the time of her
death, she was a member of
the Arlington Seventh-day
Adventist Church. She is sur-
vived by her sisters,
Bernadine Wills, Noneen
Roen, Marjorie Rozeboom
and Lois Hunt; adopted sister,
Frances Thoreen; goddaugh-
ter, Alyson Joye Patton; 24

nieces and nephews and
many other loving family and
friends.

Donald Dishman ’61,
Shawnee Mission, Kan., died
June 29, 2004, after a two-
year battle with cancer. He
was a member of the New
Haven Seventh-day Adventist
Church. He is survived by his
wife, Mina Ree; sons, Douglas
and Donald “Dusty”; daugh-
ter, Debbie Kipper; four
grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.

Shirley Simpson Uhrig (’62),
Riverside, Calif., died Jan. 31,
2004, at age 69. Shirley’s life
included working in schools
and as a nurse. She is sur-
vived by her husband, John
’61; sons, John and Don;
daughters, Jeannie Adams,
Jackie Uhrig and Darlene
Stevens; and five grandchil-
dren.
Nancy Brackett Nelson ’73,
Louisville, Colo., died Sept. 2,
2002, after a long battle with
cancer. Nancy worked as an
office manager and a home-
maker. She is survived by her

husband, Roy ’74; daughters,
Lisa ’02 and Julie (current stu-
dent); and son, Kevin (current
student).

Notice of the following deaths
has been received:

Melvin Kraft (’31), 
Boulder, Colo., 
died Mar. 1, 2004.
Katherine Lutz Meckling ’31,
College Place, Wash.
Irene Kretsinger Shatto ’34,
Montrose, Colo.
Irvin and Elizabeth Lancaster
Landmark ’36, Yountville,
Calif.
Ruth Ingram (’38), 
Candler, N.C.
Lloyd Thomas ’40, Pensacola
Beach, Fla., 
died June 2003, 
from Parkinson’s disease.
Anna Torkelson Kelley (’41),
Caldwell, Idaho.
Mildred Thompson Carlton
’44, Lakeland, Fla., 
died Dec. 25, 2003.
William Taylor ’44,
Collegedale, Tenn., 
died May 16, 2003.

Frances Price ’45, 
Denver, Colo., 
died Apr. 10, 2000.
Ada Hause Holton ’48,
Denver, Colo., 
died Dec. 21, 2001.
Gertrude Woten Rees (’48),
Spring City, Tenn.
Philip Groce ’56, 
North Highlands, Calif.
Robert Fast ’61, 
Weatherford, Okla.
James Livengood (’70), 
El Dorado Springs, Mo., 
died May 28, 2003.

CORRECTION:

In the Spring 2004 issue of
CORDmagazine, Esther
Sonnenberg ’32 is mistakenly
listed as deceased. She is very
much alive and living in her
home in Loma Linda, Calif.
She is 93 years young.
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Ryan Wells,
piano

Night
Songs

Night Songs

To order a copy of Night Songs, contact Ryan Wells via e-mail at
rywells@ucollege.edu or by phone at 402.486.2600 ext. 2334.

Ryan Wells, music professor at Union College, has released his
second album of piano solos, Night Songs. Wells said that inspira-
tion for the album came from his deep love for beautiful and
Romantic piano music.

“In selecting this collection of Romantic gems, I looked for
pieces that presented the piano as a lyrical instrument possessing
a wide expressive range—from introspective melancholy to dra-
matic passion and power,” Wells said.

Wells received his Arts Musical Doctorate in piano perform-
ance from the University of Arizona in 1982. As a performer,
Wells has given numerous solo, chamber and concerto perform-
ances throughout the nation. Wells is also active in promoting the
fine arts throughout the state of Nebraska, contributing in various
capacities with the Nebraska Public Radio Network and the
Nebraska Arts Council.

Night Songs is a collection of songs by composers such as
Claude Debussy, Richard Faith and Franz Liszt. Wells’ first album,
Shades of Enchantment, was released in 1995.

Now Available

RACHMANINOFF

SCHUBERT

FAITH

LISZT

CHOPIN

MACDOWELL

DEBUSSY

GRIEG
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It 
Takes    
ForeSight

II f you’ve owned real estate for
a long time, you’re  aware of
the rewards and challenges associated with property owner-

ship. Taxes, insurance, leases, maintenance issues and other

factors eventually cause many property owners to consider

selling their investment. However, before selling, consider a

new option. Gifting real estate to Union College may open the

door to a creative giving opportunity.

Consider the story of the Brinker family. Maxine Nelson

Brinker graduated from Union College Academy and attended

Union from 1935-1939. Her mother, Mary Wilbur Nelson, also

attended Union and taught church school until she was 80

years old. 

Upon Mary’s death, Maxine received 40 acres of

untouched woodland in southwestern Missouri. Through the

years, Maxine and her husband, Orason, class of 1939, main-

tained the property in its unspoiled condition. After Maxine’s

death in 1995, Orason wondered what would become of this

unique property which had been a part of the family for so

long. Although his two daughters were the designated heirs,

they had little attachment to the property and were concerned

about maintaining the land.  

Recently, Orason and his daughters, Bonnie Harlan and

Mary Lou Pribic, decided to gift the property to Union College

to establish the Brinker Family Scholarship. “Our dream was to

help the college,” says Orason. Union College was responsible

for the many details involved in transferring, selling and clos-

ing the property. The family did not have to handle any of the

technicalities but could focus on their goal of establishing an

endowment to assist Union College students.

Giving real estate is advantageous for many reasons.

• The gift results in a valuable income tax deduction.

• Tax on the capital gain can be avoided.

• Giving property frees you from the responsibilities and 

costs of looking after it.

• A gift of real estate allows you to make a larger gift 

than you may have otherwise considered.

To find out more about giving r eal estate, contact
Todd Mekelburg at Union College, 3800 South 48th
Str eet, Lincoln, NE 68506, 402.486.2503,
tomekelb@ucollege.edu. or  visit www.ucollege.edu.

Mary Wilbur Nelson, 
Union College attendee 

(center in the 1956 photograph), 
purchased forty acres of Missouri woodland in 1912. 

Ninety-one years later, Mary Lou Brinker Pribic (left) and
Bonnie Brinker Harlan (right), gifted the property to Union College.

Gifting 
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Ortner Center Tribute Terrace

“The mission of this place is to provide more than just meeting and

living space or hearty meals. The Ortner Center is the face of

Union College. We want guests to be welcomed, accepted and to

see Christianity through the use of this facility. It was built with

gifts given to us, and we are stewards of those gifts.”

—Sharon Russell, conference and guest services coordinator

Ortner Center celebrations and facility information  

starting on page 20


