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. . . build the future with 
ForeSight. 

The past 
was built with vision . . .

Building for the future takes careful 
planning. Most people realize the value of a 
properly drafted will and estate plan.  

Even if your estate is very small–consisting 
only of money in the bank, your home, your car
and/or life insurance–it’s important to work with
an attorney who can help you build the right plan
to carry out your wishes.       

To receive our complimentary e-brochure “Assets,
Individuals and Intentions: A Guide for Your Heirs,”
which includes a checklist of information to gather
before visiting your attorney, contact Todd Mekelburg or
visit www.ucollege.edu/advancement/plannedgiving.

It takes
ForeSight...

Todd Mekelburg
Director of Leadership Giving

Union College
3800 South 48th Street  
Lincoln, NE 68506

402.486.2503 or 
tomekelb@ucollege.edu
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Union’s newest academic program, interna-
tional rescue and relief, is attracting attention
from students eager to combine adventure
and service in their careers. IRR student res-
cuer, Leonard Carvalho, cares for classmate
and “patient,” Kelvin Harold, while crossing
Colorado’s Cascade Creek Canyon.
Photographer: Steve Nazario
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hree years ago this month, I skipped class to run an
errand. The handouts fetched and duplicated, I took a moment
to sit at my office desk and gaze out the window at the over-
cast Michigan day, while a colleague continued the lecture.
Then the telephone rang and conversations began that eventu-
ally led my wife, Sharon, and me to Union College. 

From our first visit, we were impressed by the friendly
atmosphere and by a Campus Ministries office full of active
students on a Friday afternoon. Faculty, staff and administra-
tors proved genial. Even more important, all across the cam-
pus, we found a unity of purpose. Union was, declared
Sharon, “the best-kept secret in
Adventism.”

Three years later, it is time to expose
the best-kept part of that secret: Union’s
academic strengths. The news is good;
faculty have academic purpose as well as
dedication to Christ. With lower levels of
distraction, students study and pursue
professional success. But Union’s distinc-
tiveness is accomplished by recognizing
the role of a small college in a country
dominated by mass-merchandising and
standardization of culture. Small colleges
will not survive by simply imitating large
universities and attempting to offer cours-
es in scores of disciplines. To do so
stretches faculty expertise and energy far
too thin, and may leave students without
the rigorous challenges necessary for pro-
fessional success. Union cannot become
all things to all prospective students;
instead, it must select areas of academic
strength and build on them. 

The experience of a century teaches that
Union does best academically when it provides students with
more than lectures and textbooks. Long before it became
trendy, learning by doing fit young people from farms and

small towns who came to study at the “College of the Golden
Cords.” Dignified today by the term “active learning,” this
theme provides many strengths to our campus:

• Nearly every student undertakes an internship, practicum 
or similar learning experience. 

• Union’s location in the vibrant capital city of Lincoln 
provides impressive opportunities for students to gain 
experience in business, social work, health care and 
other fields. Our rural competitors can’t match these 
options.

• George Stone School, on campus, provides elementary 
education students unrivaled observa-
tion and teaching experience in a multi-
grade classroom.

• In the sciences, Dr. Brian Wong and Dr.
Vener Cabana have raised the standards
of student research, and Dr. Cabana’s 
students also gain access to research 
laboratories at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln.

• Communication students are frequently 
published. They analyze and create 
public relations efforts for real organiza-
tions and attend professional 
conferences.

• Many Union College faculty have 
recently worked in the disciplines they 
now teach. For example, 75 percent of 
education faculty bring recent full-time 
classroom or administrative experience 
to the department.

• The Teaching Learning Center (TLC) has
long made Union College an Adventist 
leader in helping students with learning
differences complete college. They have 

recently expanded their services to include academic 
coaching and advising.

• In the Division of Religion, two new professors, 
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Introduction by Jacque L. Smith, Editor

TT

by Dr. Malcom Russell 
Vice President for Academic Administration

his summer my colleague Steve Nazario and I had the
opportunity to observe Union’s future rescue and relief heroes
in action during the high-angle rescue segment of their five-
week training near Durango, Colo. I was impressed with the
students’ courage and enthusiasm for scaling rugged cliffs
anchored by elaborate rope and pulley systems and their
eagerness to reach a classmate playing the role of a hiking
accident victim. 

The most impressive part of their training, however, had
little to do with ropes, harnesses and the other equipment they
were using to conquer the canyon. Instead, what most caught
my attention was their desire for Christianity in action blended

with their commitment to teamwork and service.
This theme of doing and giving is common at Union and

permeates far beyond the international rescue and relief cur-
riculum you will learn more about in the pages to come. In
the editorial below, Dr. Malcolm Russell, Union’s academic
dean, describes the value of active, engaged learning and how
these experiences benefit students. 

Later in this issue of CORDmagazine you will meet Carlyle
and Lora Welch, alumni who have shared decades of adven-
turous service in overlooked corners of the world. You will also
find stories from Union College faculty who have explored
their own passions for giving while doing in the last year.

TT

Dr. Malcom Russell
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Dr. Edward Allen and Dr. John 
Kurlinski, both left successful 
pastorates. As we hear from 
conference presidents that the 
church pastor’s role has changed 
enormously in the last decade, the 
recent experience of these two 
pastor/professors adds to the 
already positive blend of talents in
this division.

• Studio art majors study under 
nationally known artist Jim 
McClelland, an acknowledged 
master of portraying the beauty of 
God’s nature.

• The nursing program is full to 
overflowing, another example of 
Union’s success in a discipline that
learns partly by doing.

Of course, there are some majors
that Union does not offer and probably
never will. Somehow the contemplative
life required of a philosopher does not
fit quite right. Likewise, in business, our
courses in applied disciplines such as
accounting, management and marketing
will always surpass the theoretical field
of economics, no matter the academic
dean’s love for it. We will excel at what
we do, but we know we cannot do
everything.

In closing, one of the happiest
examples of what Union does well is
the instrumental music program led by
Dr. Rudy Dennis, which perhaps sym-
bolizes the college’s approach to aca-
demic achievement. Trained as a con-
cert clarinetist and devoted to serious
research, he faces the daunting task of
developing willing students into a sym-
phonic concert band, although many of
them have lacked the opportunity for
years of experience and practice.
Nevertheless, when they play under his
direction, the audience feels inspired by
both the art and the Spirit. 

With this example and many others
left unmentioned, I look to the future
with confidence in building on Union’s
academic environment that is rooted in
hands-on learning and energized by
nurturing teachers.

By the way, I’m still glad I skipped
class three years ago.
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Investor partnership provides financing for
student housing

incoln developers Rick Krueger (’74)
and Kent Thompson have initiated a
collaborative investment project that will
add contemporary student housing to
campus by fall 2006. 
“Rick and I are interested in helping

Union develop new student housing
because student expectations have
changed radically over the last 40
years,” said Kent Thompson, member of
Union’s Board of Trustees. “We want
Union College to be able to provide the
same high quality in housing options
they currently offer students in 
academics.”
Costing approximately $2 million, the

construction project will add contempo-
rary student residence options to Union
College’s campus by fall 2006. The 24-
unit apartment-style housing will feature
amenities such as a washer and dryer in
each unit, dishwasher, microwave, com-
puter and cable hookups, electric fur-
naces and off-street parking. The new
campus housing will be available to stu-
dents who are at least 22 years of age or
students with senior status or who are
21 and meet academic and citizenship
requirements.
On Nov. 5, Union administrators,

employees, students, parents and
Lincoln community members gathered
for a ground blessing ceremony at the
site of the future student apartment
building. As part of Union’s Parents
Weekend events, the short program fea-
tured remarks from Lincoln Mayor

Colleen Seng, project developers and
President David Smith, along with an
unveiling of the 4-by-8-foot sign that
will mark the construction site at the
corner of Cooper Avenue and South
52nd Street.
Travis Morrell, student body president,

described how the improved housing
facilities will make the apartments prime
options for married or single students.
“Because the apartments are on campus,
it will be easier for students to get
involved with campus life,” Morrell said. 
During the ground blessing, Krueger

and Thompson, along with their wives,
Valeree Petterson Krueger ’77 and Sarah
Ellis Thompson (’80), were honored for
their visionary collaboration with Union.
In response, Rick Krueger said, “it’s a
privilege to partner with Union College
on this project that will benefit stu-
dents.” 

President Smith described the oppor-
tunity this project funding arrangement
has created for Union. “Being able to
meet a strong existing need in a cre-
ative, timely way is a tremendous bless-
ing that continues Union’s momentum
toward a bright future,” Smith said. “We
are grateful to the Kruegers and
Thompsons for setting an example for
others who may catch a vision of what
can happen when the college is able to
meet some of its needs without draining
institutional resources.” ~JS

LL
Artist rendering of Union College’s new student housing complex.



6 WINTER 2005/2006

CAMPUS NEWS_____________________________

Phonathon creates meaningful connections

he 2005 Union College phonathon
was more than an avenue to raise funds
for the college; it provided an opportunity
for students to connect with Union’s
alumni, friends and parents through
prayer. 
A rotating group of 25 student callers

worked five nights a week for six
weeks—twice as long as in previous
years. During a training session, the
callers began looking for ways to better
connect with the alumni, friends and par-
ents. One student came up with the idea
of creating a prayer request list to help
students pay attention to what was
impacting the lives of the individuals they
spoke with. Each night, students added
requests to a board in the calling room.
“I think it was a good way to help the

students show they cared about the alum-
ni,” said Breanna Johnson, annual giving
coordinator and phonathon coordinator.
“Many requests were added to the prayer

list for the callers’ group prayer time, but
I also heard a number of students praying
with the person on the phone.” 
“I thought offering to pray with the

person was really cool,” said Priscilla
Valencia, second-year caller. “A lot of the
people were willing to open their hearts,
and it made the conversations so much
better.”
“The students had their priorities

straight; they cared first about the person
they were speaking with and second
about the impact the gifts make upon the
campus,” said LuAnn Davis, vice presi-
dent for Advancement.
This fall that impact was significant.

Phonathon callers raised more than
$254,000 in specified pledges, increased
from $170,464 in 2004. The young alumni
belonging to the Graduates of the Last
Decade (GOLD) contributed significantly
with nearly $10,000 of the total pledges.

˜LP

TT

Union welcomes
Adventist librarians

he Association of Seventh-day
Adventist Librarians (ASDAL) met at
Union College for its 25th annual confer-
ence July 11-15. The theme for the con-
ference was “Christian Librarianship:
Occupation, Vocation or Ministry.” Dr.
George V. Summers, Emeritus Librarian at
Loma Linda University, served as keynote
speaker. Summers, who has been a loved
and respected mentor to many Adventist
librarians, was instrumental in develop-
ment of the Seventh-day Adventist
Periodical Index.
Representatives from Adventist acade-

mies, colleges and universities around the
world attended. The group enjoyed tour-
ing the Lewis and Clark Interpretative
Center and Arbor Day Farm and Lodge in
Nebraska City. The conference concluded
with an evening banquet where Pippa
White, a local actress, performed high-
lights of “Far as the Eye Can See.”

The next ASDAL conference is sched-
uled for June 2006 at Southern Adventist
University. ˜KS

TT
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Count the Clock Towers

Share CORDmagazine with the
kids in your life. Help them enter a
contest just for them. We have hid-
den 10 clock tower symbols
throughout the magazine. See if
together you can find all 10 gray
Cand black Cclock towers in this
issue, including this page, and win
a chance at a free Union College
T-shirt! * 

Here’s what to send:

• Childs name
• Address
• Phone number
• E-mail address
• Name of adult who shared 

CORDmagazine
• Relationship to child (mom, 
dad, aunt, grandpa, neighbor)

• Page numbers of the 10 
clock towers

Here’s how to send it:

Mail: CORD for Kids—Winter 05/06
3800 South 48th Street
Lincoln, NE 68506

E-mail: news@ucollege.edu
Online: www.ucollege.edu/cordkids

Last issue’s winners:
Shaina—West Plains, Mo.
David—Bennet, Neb.
Annie—Auburn, Ga.
Grace—Lincoln, Neb.

(There were 17 clock towers in the
last issue.)

* All entries are due Feb. 28, 2006.
Submissions will be entered into a
drawing with up to five winners.

CORD
for

Help Union 
celebrate 25 years
of Project Impact

nion College’s tradition of community
service began 25 years ago in 1981 with
Project B.R.U.S.H., aimed at painting the
homes of disabled or elderly Lincoln resi-
dents. In 1991 the service day was
renamed Project Impact to embrace a
wider spectrum of service in Lincoln.
Each August, at least 80 percent of
Union’s students and employees share a
day of service with area agencies.
This year, we need to hear from you.

Did your dedication to service reach
beyond participation in Project Impact
and your years at Union? Were you
inspired to incorporate servant-leadership
in your career and personal life? Have
you launched a similar service-centered
program at your job or church?
Your stories and reflections will help

Union earn recognition locally, regionally
and nationally during Project Impact’s
25th anniversary celebration in August
2006. Please contact Campus Ministries:
402.486.2508 or juokimi@ucollege.edu. J̃S

UU
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Prospective students catch the spirit

uring Preview Days, 45 prospective
students brought even more life to
Union’s already bustling atmosphere.
Preview Days is a promotional weekend
hosted by Union College in the fall and
spring for students who attend public
school, are home schooled, or attend an
academy outside of the Mid-America
Union. 
“Preview Days is a great opportunity

for those who don’t know very much
about Union to see what the school has
to offer,” says Eric Schoonard, student
leader for Preview Days. 
The events for the weekend included

a masquerade ball, Dive for Dollars at
the Larson Lifestyle Center, meetings
with advisors and financial staff, a
Lincoln tour, an agape feast and a sym-
phony concert. 
Scott Allen, a visitor from northern

California, loved Union so much that he

is planning to attend in January. “I was
thinking about coming to Union before,
but Preview Days solidified that decision
for me. Meeting all the kids on campus
and seeing the student life first hand was
great.”
One of the parents attending the

weekend found Union students’ dedica-
tion to the school above average. “Is
there anyone on this campus who does-
n’t love it here?” he asked. 
Rob Weaver, vice president for

Enrollment and Student Financial
Services, explained why most students
love their Union experience. “With all
the opportunities for leadership and a
clear focus on personal growth, both
spiritually and academically,” said
Weaver, “it is easy to see why students
are so excited to attend Union and why
visitors catch the same spirit.” ~MP

DD
2006 Enrollment 
Services Calendar
Spring Semester Classes Begin Jan. 10

Pre-registration for March 21
Fall Semester 2006 Begins

Homecoming Weekend April 6-9

Spring Preview Days April 13-15

Commencement Weekend May 12-14

Summer School Begins May 15

Orientation of New Students Aug 13-14

Registration Aug. 15-16

Fall Semester Classes Begin Aug. 17

Fall Preview Days Oct. 5-8

p For more calendar details, visit
www.ucollege.edu/calendars.

Accreditation success continues for 
academic programs 

n the last year, four of Union’s aca-
demic programs have confronted acade-
mia’s brand of comprehensive soul-
searching: accreditation visits. 
“The education, physician assistant

and social work programs have all com-
pleted outstanding accreditation
reviews,” said President David Smith.
“We are proud of the high standards of
instruction and curriculum signified by
these accreditation results.” 

In November, the nursing program
also hosted a positive accreditation team
visit. Union will be notified of the offi-
cial accreditation results from that visit
in the spring. 
“Students may not often realize that

they are not the only ones on campus
who are faced with ongoing evaluation,”
said Joe Allison, Division of Human
Development chair who worked closely
with two accreditation visits in the last
year: education and social work.
“Periodic accreditation visits help keep
our departments in tune with best prac-
tices in instruction and curriculum. This

ongoing awareness of changing stan-
dards benefits the students we serve.”
For the first time, Union’s social work

program was accredited as an independ-
ent program. Previously the program’s
accreditation status was linked to
Nebraska Wesleyan University. According
to Allison, Union’s independently
accredited program better positions stu-
dents for graduate school if they pursue
a Masters in Social Work.
Malcolm Russell, vice president for

Academic Administration, said it would
be difficult to overestimate the work fac-
ulty put into preparing for an accredita-
tion visit. “Facing accreditation is one of
the many mixed blessings in academia,”
Russell said. “While those involved are
tremendously relieved when the process
is behind them for a few more years,
our programs are better for having faced
the challenge of preparation. As a cam-
pus, we can all be proud of the academ-
ic achievements recognized through the
consistently positive accreditation results
we have seen this year.” ~JS

II
ould you like to know what’s

happening at Union between
CORDmagazine issues? We want you
to be in the loop. That’s why Union
has developed a new electronic 
publication, Around-the-Clock News.
You may recognize the name from
Union’s former printed publication.
While some of the content remains
similar, this e-newsletter will be
delivered directly to your inbox and
is available to anyone with an inter-
est in Union College. In addition to
CORDmagazine, Around-the-Clock
News provides an insider’s perspec-
tive on Union College and will be
distributed more frequently. The first
e-newsletter will be published in
Spring 2006. We would love to
include your e-mail on the distribu-
tion list. Please sign up today at
www.ucollege.edu/newsletter or 
e-mail alumni@ucollege.edu.

NEWS
AROUND-THE-CLOCK

WW
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ased on projections of up to 70,000
attendees headed to the Seventh-day
Adventist Church’s 2005 General
Conference in Union’s home territory,
Union College campus leaders started
planning for a noteworthy presence at the
event two years in advance. 
“Especially since the convention was in

our home union, we couldn’t pass this
opportunity to give visitors from around
the world a taste of Union College,” said
Jacque Smith, director of public relations
and member of Union’s GC session booth
planning team. “From the super positive
response to our booth, volunteers and cre-
ative recruiting efforts, we feel our invest-
ment was well worth the effort.”
Rob Weaver, vice president for

Enrollment and Student Financial Services,
and his recruiting team saw the proximity
of GC session, located in St. Louis, Mo.,
only seven hours from campus, as an
opportunity to experiment. “We wanted to
see if there was a way to make our pres-
ence at GC more than a public relations
and alumni activity,” Weaver said. “Could
we actually turn it into a recruiting event?” 
The answer was, “Yes.” Thanks to cre-
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Union College known as crowd pleasers at 2005 GC session

BB

Chris Blake, associate professor of English, is interviewed during the 2005 General Conference Session in the Edward Jones dome.

Standing (left to right): Wilsi Modro, Crista Nazario, Haylee Valentin, Sanna Reeve,
Christy Parfet, Tomas Bartulec, Mandy Klump, Rich Carlson, Mandisi Sibanda,
Ashley Bohlender, Eric Gren, Tonya Wright and Jared Wright. Kneeling: Beckie
Fairchild, Dale Bridger, Miguel Nunez, Marsha Bartulec and Alessandro Cavalcante.
Sitting: Michelle Halim.
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ative marketing strategies and the participa-
tion of Jerome Lang ’65, who shared his
luxury coach bus and driving services, the
Enrollment Services staff planned an
overnight trip to campus for prospective
students. Kevin Schauer and Katelyn
Rabanal, two student volunteers, strolled
around the GC exhibit hall for the first few
days of the convention with two DVD
screens harnessed to their bodies. Adding
their own vivacious pitch for a free trip, the
roving recruiters invited teens from around
the world to check out Union first hand.
On Wednesday morning, July 6, 37 enthu-
siastic young people loaded Lang’s bus to
start their quick visit to Lincoln.
“We were pleased with the response and

the eagerness of the participants,” Weaver
said. “Even though several who took us up
on the free trip offer are a few years from
a college decision, the idea was a great
success.”
Perhaps the most exhausting and

demanding responsibilities of the session—
answering questions and serving unexpect-
ed needs of the conference attendees—
were given to Union College. Through the
dedication of 32 volunteers, Union provid-
ed the student ambassador staff for the ses-
sion. Rich Carlson, campus chaplain, and
Ashley Bohlender ’05 organized and
trained the volunteer staff that operated
four information booths in the convention
center 12 or more hours each day. A few
from the volunteer team, including
Bohlender and Carlson, worked during the
entire convention.
“Being involved with GC was one of the

most exhausting and rewarding experi-
ences of my life. It was truly unique to see
my church from so many varied perspec-
tives,” Bohlender said. “We’ve learned to
be service-oriented at Union; it was excit-
ing to be able to put that mission to work.
Each Union student took part in helping
ensure that GC attendees were blessed.
Whether it included helping attendees find
the restroom, reunite with a lost family
member or catch a bus, or pausing to pray
with them, our Union students quickly
became known as the ‘friendly ones with
all the answers.’”
According to an article from Adventist

News Network, “many of the volunteer stu-
dents have stepped far beyond the call of
map-reading and direction-finding expecta-
tions, reaching out in acts of service that
reflects a desire for Christlike lives.”  
Also noted in the article was a response

from session manager Linda de Leon, who
was thankful for the students’ dedication.
“They are fabulous. We provided them
with a book of what we thought would be

frequently asked questions and just let
them go,” she said. “It is hard to get a
good volunteer base due to the length of
the session. The students from Union
College were a good match.”

p View photos from GC session and read
the complete Adventist News Network arti-
cle about Union’s successful service as the
student ambassador team.
www.ucollege.edu/gcsession

Union College’s 400-square-foot exhibit
hall booth featured a 14-foot tower, 60-
inch plasma screen displaying a campus
video, three computer terminals with
alumni database and Web access, and
more than a dozen smiling Union
College representatives throughout the
convention. 

Attired in their trademark light green
shirts, the GC session information staff
answered questions, gave directions and
even administered first aid during the
conference. Crista Nazario points a dele-
gate in the right direction.

Katelyn Rabanal, one of Union College’s
student recruitment staff, generated
attention as a walking advertisement
with a portable DVD screen displaying
Union’s video and offer for a prospective
student overnight trip to campus.

More than 20 prospective students on
the whirlwind free trip to campus were
from outside the United States.  

Over a span of 12 days, 32 Union stu-
dents volunteered as information booth
staff for the GC session. Pictured from
left: Mandy Klump, Tonya Wright, Dale
Bridge and Michelle Halim.

CORDmagazine 9
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compiled by Kate Simmons

Nursing in Nicaragua

In May 2005, Union College nursing
faculty and students spent two weeks in
the Tasba Raya region of Nicaragua. The
Tasba Raya Adventist Clinic in Francia
Sirpi served as a base of operations. Over
the course of their stay, the nursing team
treated more than 1,500 individuals in
Francia Sirpi and the surrounding area. 

ur senses weren’t anticipating the
Nicaragua experience. In my journal I
commented more on the heat than on
anything else. It was the rainy season,
which meant the weather was either very
hot and humid or very hot and raining—
all the time. 

Despite the prevalence of the heat, it
was the sounds, or lack thereof, that fas-
cinated me most. We would wake with
the sun at about 5:30 or 6 a.m. and go to
bed with it as well. The night was
unearthly quiet—no radios, no ticking
clocks, no cars, trains or planes. 

During the day there was a barrage
of noise. Once I counted 147 people in
or near the clinical space. There were
people talking as they waited in line,
babies crying, nurses and translators try-
ing to hear and be heard above the din:
“This baby needs a bath for scabies”;
“This man needs a cup for a specimen”;

“We’re ready for the next patient.” The
clamor of humanity was deafening.

In a village two and a half hours
from our mission home, we set up a
clinic. The people we saw hadn’t had
health care for a long time. They were
very appreciative, but to me it felt so
hopeless. We could do so little in one
day. I began to wonder, “What about
tomorrow, next week, next month? Who
will care for these people’s needs then?”
It seemed as if we had put only a band-
age on a gaping wound, and I ended
that day feeling helpless.

The next day was Sabbath. In his ser-
mon, the mission pastor told of the
friends he’d spoken to in the village
where we’d spent the previous day. The
people had said, “You told us many
times that the missionaries would come,
and today they came. Now we believe

CAMPUS NEWS_____________________________
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Charlotte Schober (above) and Laura
Karges (below) care for children in
Nicaragua.
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you tell us the truth. The missionaries
brought us help in medicine and a little
heaven for our hearts. So maybe the
other things you say are also true.” 

We had been able to show the vil-
lagers a glimpse of Jesus, who is the only
real solution. While we offered tempo-
rary relief, He offers eternal healing. 

—Charlotte Schober, 

associate professor of nursing

t was amazing how the health care needs
of each village varied. In one village we
would see many cases of urinary tract
infections. At the next village many resi-
dents had ear infections, while another vil-
lage had a major problem with gastroin-
testinal disturbances. 

More amazing than the differences in
needs were the similarities. Every village
needs a fresh water source to avoid getting
worms. The kids all need places to play
where they won’t get scabies. Everybody
could use more leafy greens in the diet.
Such small things to many of us are huge
needs for them.

Kids are kids anywhere you go! They
are always curious, some more overtly
than others. Toddlers cling to their moth-
ers’ skirts. School age children come with
big smiles, ready to help in any way they
can. Adolescents try to be “cool” but also
worry about what you might do to them
and if it will hurt. Infants just want a good
long nap in somebody’s arms. I was
always willing to volunteer to fill that need!

—Laura Karges, 

associate professor of nursing

Rwanda Evangelism

In 1994 Rwanda experienced a geno-
cide that killed nearly 1 million people
and devastated those who remained.
Eleven years later, some have moved on
and many are still healing. This summer
a group of Union College faculty and stu-
dents teamed up with Global Evangelism
to present a series of sermons at 13 differ-
ent sites in Rwanda, where they, like
many of the thousands to whom they
preached, became certain that Jesus is the
only answer for people in pain. 

hen I left corporate life to become a
teacher, I wanted to become more active

in religious activities, and this trip cer-
tainly qualified. As an accounting instruc-
tor, I pray my involvement encourages
other professionals and non-theology
majors to get involved in evangelism.

One thing I hoped to gain through
this experience was a greater knowledge
of the African culture. I wondered how
the people there would perceive me.
Would they trust me? Would we develop
a godly friendship? 

As for the initial perception of me,
that was obvious. One day I was walking
outdoors by myself and from 200 yards
away I saw people drop their farming
equipment, wave their hands over their
heads at me and shout, “Muzungu! 
Muzungu!” [“White man! White man!”] 

But as for friendship, it went deeper.
The kids always wanted to hold my
hand. A woman who was about 75 years
old asked me for a Bible. I offered her
mine but it was in English. At the end of

the meetings I gave her a Bible in
Kinyarwanda and she hugged me. It was
humbling. It made me ask myself how
much I desire the Bible.

We visited several sites of the 1994
genocide. At one museum there were
photographs of children who were killed.
These were beautiful, beautiful kids.
Under each photograph there was a little
information about the child: name,
favorite food, a quote, a best friend’s
name and the way the child died. I
ended up having to leave. You can only
see so much before you have to get
some fresh air.

After that I began praying, asking
God, “What am I doing here? How can I
speak to people who have gone through
all this?” I talked with Tom Shepherd
[religion professor and faculty co-sponsor
of the evangelistic trip] about it. Being
faced with so much heartbreak actually
empowered me at the meeting that night
because it was so clear that the only
solution is Jesus.

When I preached about forgiveness
of sins—including murder—the place
went dead. You could hear a cricket. I
know there were murderers in the audi-
ence at my site. It was hard to preach on
that topic. After coming face to face with
so many tragic stories, I had to ask
myself how much I really believed in for-
giveness. Through that questioning,
though, my belief held out, and I told
the audience that God can forgive to the
utmost. 

I didn’t become an Adventist until I
was 30 years old. I know what it’s like to
become a Christian and then have your
world come crashing down around you.
But after trying to find happiness in other
places, I’m sure that Jesus is the only
way. 

While preaching at my site in
Rwanda, the electricity went out and
killed my microphone. There was some-
thing really exhilarating about standing
up in front of thousands of people and
shouting, “I believe in Jesus Christ.”

I think that’s what we’re all called to
do: share with others what God has
done for us. This work shouldn’t be left
only to theology majors and pastors.
That’s one reason I went to Rwanda.

—Malcolm Gaskin, 

associate professor of accounting

CAMPUS NEWS_____________________________
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Malcolm Gaskin waits in the airport
during a five-hour weather delay in
Bahir Dar, Ethiopia.
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Carlyle and Lora Welch
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Dr. Carlyle Welch ’61, a medical team volunteer, carefully
treats the blister on the runner’s foot and checks for infections.
Carlyle’s wife, Lora Wood Welch ’62, works nearby, assisting
other runners as they reach the end of their day’s journey. The
team travels through the desert by jeep, meeting the runners at
specific checkpoints throughout the day and at camp each
evening. The volunteers provide care for foot injuries, dehydra-
tion, altitude sickness and other medical needs as they arise.

“The most serious case we had was a runner with severe
abdominal pain in the night,” Carlyle said. “We were about
three hours from the nearest hospital and several miles from
the nearest road. An evacuation was attempted but failed with
the jeep driver unable to find the road. Fortunately, we did
have narcotics to relieve the pain and got him out after dawn.”

How did two Union College graduates from the Midwest
wind up in China as volunteers for an international marathon
across one of the world’s largest deserts? By simply choosing
to take the adventure.

Taking the Adventure
For Carlyle and Lora Welch, this most recent adventure

began in 2002 when Carlyle retired from his 18-year position
as general surgeon at the Owatonna Clinic in Minnesota.
Recruited by a doctor whom they had previously worked with
in Taiwan, they agreed to take positions at Sir Run Run Shaw
Hospital (SRRSH), an affiliate of Loma Linda University (LLU),
in Hangzhou, China. The hospital, a large teaching medical
center established in 1994, was managed by LLU in its first five
years. Carlyle works as the on-site coordinator for LLU and as
consultant to the depart-
ment of general surgery and
the administration. Lora’s
responsibilities include
hostess for personnel visit-
ing from LLU and supervi-
sor of the English as a
Second Language program,
as well as occasional work
in the hospital’s quality management office. 

Staff from SRRSH volunteered as medical support for
RacingThePlanet, the organization that administers the Gobi
March. “A Chinese doctor consultant to RacingThePlanet rec-
ommended SRRSH since we tend to have more English-speak-
ing doctors and nurses than most other medical facilities,”
Carlyle said. He was among the team from SRRSH that formed
the medical staff for the 2003 race. Lora also joined as a volun-
teer. In April 2005, Carlyle again volunteered as part of the
medical team while Lora was in the United States.  

Speaking Their Language
When the Welches are not camping in deserts or working

at the hospital, they are involved in many other aspects of
Chinese life. 

They regularly attend one of the local Adventist churches,
where friendship evangelism is freely practiced and each of
the last three years has seen an average of 30 new baptisms.
Despite positive growth in the church, which has approximate-
ly 200 members, the overall spiritual climate of Hangzhou
remains a bit stagnate, ranging from Buddhism in the older age
group (over 40) to the atheistic and nationalistic younger pop-
ulation. Even then, the Welches have recognized a general
mentality among the non-religious Chinese to practice
Buddhist rituals, such as kneeling to a shrine. 

“It’s not that they consider themselves a devotee of
Buddhism,” Carlyle said. “It’s like their tendency to utilize tra-
ditional Chinese medicine. They may have a greater degree of
confidence in Western medicine, but if one thing isn’t working,
they’ll try something else.” 

In a sense, this openness can make it easier to capture
people’s interest in Christianity. “In the United States, almost all
of us have quite a bit of cultural and religious baggage,”
Carlyle said. “Here, there’s no moral value attached to what
they believe or don’t believe. If you had a church with nothing
more than an open door, those passing by might likely come
in and sit down.”

Encouraging spiritual commitment can be more difficult.
“They aren’t seeking any kind of personal relationship with a
Creator God,” Carlyle said. “It’s more a sense of, ‘What do they

teach, and what will that do
to help me be a good per-
son?’ It’s on a level of dos
and don’ts.” 

While public evangelism is
not allowed, Chinese law
does permit foreigners to
answer questions if asked
about their faith. Even when

their Christian beliefs cannot be openly expressed, Carlyle and
Lora find many ways to communicate the love of God. 

“Treating people in a Christian way, the honesty and
integrity with which we do our work, caring about the area in
which we live—we feel this is the greatest asset for us to share
Christianity,” Lora said.

As for spoken communication, Carlyle and Lora do face a
language barrier. Being immersed in the Chinese culture, they
both have acquired a limited working knowledge of Chinese—
enough to care for immediate needs—but still struggle with

Arunner pulls his tender, swollen feet resolutely across the rocky terrain. A few of his 

companions lead the way; a few follow behind. His legs burn. His tongue tastes sandy. His

ears throb rhythmically to the beat of an exhausted heart. He winces at a blister that has

been forming since noon. And he is having the time of his life. 

The evening sun burns across the horizon, splashing color and warmth across an otherwise

barren stretch of China’s Gobi Desert, where he is competing in one of the world’s most extreme

marathons, the Gobi March. Reaching the day’s finish point at last, the runner collapses fatigued

and satisfied into the care of the ever-present medical support team. 

It is no use walking anywhere to preach
unless our walking is our preaching. 

– Saint Francis of Assisi 
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fluent communication. “The
positive side is that almost with-
out exception, Chinese people
have an intense interest in
knowing English,” Carlyle said. 

Beyond Chinese, Carlyle and
Lora face another language chal-
lenge as they share their
Christian values. “When you
deal with people who have not
heard the name of Jesus—who
don’t have any of the back-
ground that a Christian nation
might have—you must use a
different choice of words,” Lora
said. 

“We have to learn to speak a
tongue they understand that still
has the essential ingredients of
Christianity,” Carlyle said. “This
means using words and phrases
that are not loaded with reli-
gious jargon. ‘What has
Christianity done for me?’ or
‘How has my life been
improved?’ is simply something
that is seen rather than spoken.
And since they’re very curious,
they ask the questions.”

Growing through Christian Influences
This hasn’t been Carlyle and Lora’s first overseas adventure.

Previous journeys took them to Saigon, Vietnam and Taipei,
Taiwan. Both Carlyle and Lora grew up with an interest in mis-
sion work through the influence of Christian homes.

Carlyle grew up in Lincoln, Neb., in a home that held the
concepts of service and missions very highly. He recalls mis-

sionaries coming to the Union
College campus and speaking to
the children about their experi-
ences. “The idea of service over-
seas somewhere was always
very strong,” Carlyle said.

Lora, who grew up in a rural
area in Missouri, also had a solid
foundation from her family. She
learned from her parents the
value of a Christian life above
monetary gain or status. “Their
sense of value and how we can
share God’s love has influenced
the way I want to live,” Lora
said.

As residents of the Mid-
America Union, they both
attended Union College. Carlyle
graduated in 1961 with a chem-
istry major and biology minor.
He remembers working on cam-
pus grounds with Joshua Turner,
then director of grounds and
namesake of Union’s campus
arboretum. Other influences
were René Evard, chemistry pro-
fessor, and Murray Deming,
College View church pastor.

“Each has played a role and contributed to what I am,” Carlyle
said. “Without a doubt, Dr. Evard inspired and pushed me the
most.”  

Lora graduated in 1962 after spending three years on
Union’s campus and two years on the Denver campus to com-
plete a bachelor’s degree in nursing. 

Carlyle and Lora’s paths may have crossed at Union, but
they did not meet until Loma Linda University, where they

As much as their far-reaching adventures have helped
Carlyle and Lora grow, another influence in their lives has
been much closer to home. The Welch family has created a
bit of a legacy at Union College.
Carlyle’s father, Lowell Welch ’32 , earned a Bachelor of

Arts degree from Union and a doctorate from the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln. He then worked at Union from 1945-
1966, first as a religion instructor, then dean of student
affairs, and finally registrar and director of admissions. He
also had a passion for the Career Center. According to Linda
Wysong Becker, vice president for Student Services and for-
mer Career Center director, Lowell provided both financial
and moral support when the center was first started and con-
tributed volunteer time. 
Carlyle’s mother, Viola Chr istensen Welch ’34 , taught in

Union’s English department in the late ’50s and early ’60s.
Together, Carlyle’s parents established the Lowell and Viola
Welch Scholarship Fund to assist students who demonstrate
academic ability, personal drive, and have mission and career
goals for God and mankind.

On Lora’s side, her two sisters and their husbands also
attended or graduated from Union. Shar lene Wood Sloop
’(56) married Jay Sloop ’56 , and Lois Wood Thompson ’56
married Jim Thompson ’59 .
Following in their parents’ footsteps, Carlyle and Lora’s

three children also graduated from Union. Beth ’89 and her
husband, Kurt Miyashiro, live in Harrisburg, Ill.; Mark ’92
and his wife, Kar ie Coder  Welch ’92 , live in Springfield,
Mo.; and Paul ’96 and his wife, Tracy Escamilla Welch ’97 ,
live in Columbus, Neb. Altogether, Carlyle and Lora enjoy
eight grandchildren.
“What gives me greatest satisfaction in my life is seeing

our children leading exemplary, productive, solid Christian
lives,” Carlyle said. “I believe the community and school I
grew up in gave me a solid Christian base that has served me
very well through the years, and I believe Union is even bet-
ter today. Our three children all graduated from Union, and
we would be very pleased if our grandchildren do the same.”

Creating a Legacy 

Carlyle and Lora enjoy an evening at their favorite vegetarian
restaurant in Hangzhou. As the capital city of the Zhejiang
province, situated along the shore of the East China Sea,
Hangzhou is one of China’s most popular tourist venues. One
attraction, the West Lake, is famous for its scenic beauty blended
with historical and cultural sights. Known as a strong economic
center, more than 3 million people live in the city proper.
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both attended graduate school. They were married in 1964 in
the old College View church in Lincoln, and in 1965 they both
graduated from Loma Linda. Lora earned a master’s degree in
public health nursing and Carlyle earned a degree as a medical
doctor.  

Carlyle completed his internship in Hinsdale, Ill., and then
planned to complete his residency. However, because of the
war in Vietnam, almost all surgeons were being pushed into
service. Their choice was to serve either under the church or
in the United States military. They both had anticipated doing
overseas mission work eventually, so in 1966 they took a post
in Saigon, Vietnam. Lora took care of their newborn daughter
while Carlyle worked as a family physician at the Adventist
hospital. One of Union’s first student missionaries, Ruthita
Jensen Fike ’71, stayed in their mission compound and often
visited their home. Because of war threats, they couldn’t go
very many places outside the city. 

“We probably were in danger, but we were quite young
and weren’t terribly worried,”
Lora said. “Part of it may be
our personalities. When you
can sit up in bed at night
and watch the tracers go by
your window…some people
really frighten by that. But
our attitude was, ‘That’s life.
We’re here and we’re going
to keep living.’”

“Our parents were much
more concerned than we
were,” Carlyle said. However,
their parents still supported
their adventure. “I don’t
recall our parents ever voic-
ing a reluctance for us to go.
I think our families felt that
what we were doing was
what young men and women
should do,” Carlyle said.

They returned to the United States while Carlyle completed
his residency in general surgery—in La Crosse, Wis., from
1969-1970; in Seattle, Wash., from 1970-1973; and in St. Louis,
Mo., from 1973-1974. 

Following residency, the Welches once again returned to
overseas work at the Taiwan Adventist hospital where Carlyle
served as a surgeon from 1974-1981. By that time their family
had grown, and Lora devoted most of her time to taking care

of their three children. “I’ve always been home with our fami-
ly, and that’s important to us,” Lora said. 

She recalls the crowded conditions and terrible—according
to American standards—traffic patterns of the Asian culture as
being a normal, comfortable part of life. “We sort of flowed
right into it,” Lora said. “We actually drove in the traffic and
never thought much about it until some guests came along and

thought we were trying to
scare them. It’s just a different
way to live.”

In 1981, they again
returned to the United States.
From 1981 to 1983, Carlyle
worked as a general surgeon
in Thief River Falls, Minn.,
and from 1983-1984 in
Grafton, N.D. From 1984-2002,
they lived in Owatonna,
Minn. Carlyle worked in gen-
eral surgery at the Owatonna
Clinic, and Lora worked part
time in the Steele County
Public Health office.
Owatonna is still their official
residence and where they
plan to retire when returning
from China next summer.

Carlyle feels that his var-
ied life experiences have been positive for his personal and
professional growth. “Working in a different culture from what
you have grown up with—whether in different areas of the
United States or around the world—changes you. If you resist,
it can make you more rigid. But if you let it, it can make you
more flexible and compassionate in service.” 

Loma Linda University is searching for replacements for
Carlyle and Lora Welch, as well as a full-time nurse with
clinical and administrative experience. Although their
contract expired in July 2005, the Welches will remain in
Hangzhou until June 2006 unless replacements can be
found earlier. Anyone interested in these positions may
contact Jan Zumwalt, LLU China Project coordinator,
Loma Linda University Medical Center
(Jzumwalt@ahs.llumc.edu).

Personnel Needed: 

Walking the Love
The exhausted runner relaxes into Carlyle’s expert care as his feet are given special attention.

Feeling revived, he limps into his tent, only to wake early the next morning and begin the whole

process again. There may not be much running today. There may only be slow, steady walking.

But the race goes on, and he will persevere.   

The adventure also continues for Carlyle and Lora Welch. Just like the competitors in the Gobi

March, their ministry keeps going. Whether treating sore feet in the desert, carrying out hospital

duties in war-torn Vietnam, or planning a peaceful retirement in Minnesota, they still speak the

language of a missionary—sharing, showing, walking the love of God. C

A serene view of the desert: A volunteer inserts a route marker during
the 2003 Gobi March. This path heading over the mountains reached
13,000 feet in elevation.
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Part of the 4 Deserts series, the Gobi March is one of four 
ultra-marathons across the world’s largest and most inhospitable
deserts. These 250-kilometer (150-mile) footraces organized by
RacingThePlanet include the Sahara Race in Egypt, the Atacama
Crossing in Chile, the Gobi March in China and The Last Desert in
Antarctica. 

Dubbed “The Race of No Return” by locals, the Gobi March trav-
erses rivers, canyons, plains, mountains, valleys, rocky terrain and sand
dunes. Competitors carry their own food and supplies while taking
the six-stage, seven-day journey; tents are provided each night at
campsites by volunteer support staff.

The Gobi, which is the Mongolian word for desert, covers 500,000
square miles of northern China and southern Mongolia. Desert fea-
tures include elevation up to 14,000 feet, violent sand storms, less than
three inches of rain each year, and temperatures that range from more
than 100 degrees Fahrenheit during the day to below freezing at night.

The first Gobi March took place in September 2003 with 43 com-
petitors from 15 countries. The number of competitors rose to nearly
100 for the next race in April 2005 with 21 countries represented. 
p For more information about the Gobi March or other races in the
4 Deserts series, visit www.racingtheplanet.com.

The Race of No Return: 
Traversing the Gobi Deser t 

This hotel in Dunhuang served as the starting and ending
base for the 2003 Gobi March. Beginning in Anxi County,
the race covered a large part of Subei Mongolian
Autonomous County.

Pictured here, the medical team for the 2003 race consisted
of staff members from Sir Run Run Shaw Hospital in
Hangzhou. The team’s medical director, a doctor from the
United States, is shown back center. 

As a non-medical volunteer, one of Lora’s duties included
traffic director at this lonely outpost in the desert. To prevent
people from getting lost—sometimes camels and local resi-
dents removed route markers—Lora waits for runners to
ensure they turn in the right direction.

At this checkpoint, Carlyle and Lora meet runners at an ele-
vation of nearly 12,000 feet to examine them for signs of alti-
tude sickness and dehydration. Every competitor passed.

Many competitors insisted on continuing even with blistered
and infected feet. As Carlyle explains, “The Gobi March expe-
rience really teaches the medical team about dealing with
competitive people in stressful situations.”

Gobi March 2003

C



Carlyle begins the 2005 Gobi March clean and fresh, ready
for whatever faces him in the desert. This race began near
Urumqi in the Xinjiang autonomous region of northwest
China and ended at Sand Dune National Park in Shanshan
County.

Although most of the race was through uninhabited areas,
small clusters of homes and individual dwellings can some-
times be found scattered through the Gobi Desert. With the
medical tent in the background, three local boys demonstrate
their riding skills at the first checkpoint on the first day of the
race.

The second day of the race begins strong. Despite tempera-
tures that can reach 100 degrees Fahrenheit, a snow bank
still remains nearby in the shade along a ravine.

Gobi March 2005

The Gobi welcomes its guests with an inhospitable environ-
ment and violent windstorms. This enormous salt flat was the
most severe portion of the route where nothing lives or grows.
Here, one runner is trying to conserve energy by covering
himself with his space blanket. Competitors and volunteers
have endured wind gusts of more than 50 miles per hour. 

Always working to ensure the competitor’s health, the med-
ical staff provides the back of their jeep as a temporary bed-
room for an exhausted runner.

Dr. Welch and his colleague, Dr. Zhou, prepare to enter the
hotel at the end of the race after five days without a shower.
Dr. Zhou, head of the emergency room at SRRSH, was the
only other member of the medical staff from SRRSH for the
2005 race. “Dr. Zhou was very concerned the hotel would not
let us in because we looked—and no doubt smelled—so bad,”
Carlyle said.
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FFor five weeks in May and

June, 16 students in Union’s

international rescue and relief

(IRR) program tested their

strength and courage during

survival and rescue training

in the mountains of Colorado.

From drills in flooded rivers to

rope rescue scenarios span-

ning canyons, Union’s first

class of IRR students practiced

life-saving techniques and

training that culminated in

three days of solo wilderness

survival. Three IRR students

accepted the additional 

challenge of chronicling their

adventure.

by Jacque L. Smith
Photos by Steve Nazario, 
Ed Mejia and Toby Fike

Tuesday, May 17—Camp life
Michelle: We arrived at San Juan Bible Camp

[20 miles west of Durango, Colo.] after a gruel-
ing 19-hour drive. The camp was quaint with
little log cabins scattered haphazardly over the
forested hills. Julia [Dickman], Corrie [Sample],
Lauren [Lombard] and I moved our luggage to
the girls’ side appropriately named Eve. The
Adam side was bustling with activity as the
guys began to emerge from their cabins. The
next morning we woke early for worship.
The camp was shrouded in a mist that
quickly burned off in the morning sun. We
joined in the lodge for worship given by
Greg [Foucher], one of the assistant instructors.
Later we would all rotate through leading morning worship.

Thursday, May 19—Swift-water training
Michelle: After a day of lecture, we finally saw swift water. I stood beside the rag-

ing Animas River [in Farmington, N.M.] in my uncomfortable wetsuit with my heart
pumping. I volunteered to be the first student to plunge into the icy water, mostly to
hide my fear from my fellow students. Despite the chill I had a lot of fun floating
down the river over the rapids.

Lauren: The water was all snow-melt and less than 40 degrees. Brrr! There were
Class 3 rapids with a Class 4 hole in that part of the river. First we floated down the
rapids on our own and then we had to go over the rapids carrying a victim. We
learned how to group several people together in a triangle or along a paddle to bet-
ter battle the current and reach the patient. We also learned techniques using ropes
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Three international rescue and 
relief students chronicle their 
summer training

that would be useful in flood situations to move large amounts
of people when there is no current. At the end of the day, we
practiced going over and under a strainer in Class 1 or 2
rapids.

Friday, May 20—More water skills
Corrie: Today we finished learning the skills necessary to

become certified at the Unit 1 level. The main focus of this
level is to learn how to rescue yourself if you are in danger.
We can’t rescue someone else if we don’t know how to rescue
ourselves. I realized that this idea parallels with our spiritual
walk: We can’t introduce others to Jesus if we don’t know Him
for ourselves.

Michelle: We set up a zip line across the river at a 45-
degree angle to the current. I volunteered to be first again, but
this exercise was not as easy as I thought. I was halfway
across on the line when I hit a rapid that would not let me go.
I found myself tossed like a piece of laundry. Finally, I
released the line and swam to an eddy.

Lauren: After lunch we took turns going across the zip
line, but since we were dragging through the water,
we didn’t really zip. I let the stu-
dents on throw-

Three international rescue and 
relief students chronicle their 
summer training

From the Journal of…

After graduating from College View Academy
in Lincoln, Michelle Halim thought she
would go away to college, but when she
heard about Union’s new IRR program, her
plans changed. “I have always been interest-
ed in travel and other cultures which made
the versatility of this program very appeal-
ing. I also don’t like sitting still for too long
and this major is very hands-on.”

Lauren Lombard, from Freeport, Maine, previ-
ously attended Columbia Union College. After
a year of service in Romania, she was
excited to hear about Union’s IRR program
from a family acquaintance only weeks
before classes started in fall 2004. “I was
looking for something different—something
that would prepare me to inspire others to
service while also training for world disaster
response. This is a really special program,
and I am privileged to be a part of it.”

With her family, Corrie Sample moved to
Nebraska from Washington so she could pursue
her dream of professional mission service. She
first read about the proposed IRR major
through a brief summary in a mission-related
newsletter months before the program was
established. “After hearing about IRR, I knew
the program would give me the training I
needed to realize my lifelong dream. As I
look back on the past few years, I am
amazed at the ways God has led in my life.”

Editor’s note: All 16 participants in the trip were invited to submit journals. The
three students above gave the most thorough descriptions of their summer training
experience.



bagger duty attempt to pull
me in. Shawndra [McComb] and I grabbed the
same line, which made it too tough for the rescuers, so they
had to pull me out down stream after I crossed over some
rocks. In our few days on the water, one student injured his
hand and another got stuck on a log, but other than that and
some severe sunburn, we all stayed safe and learned a lot.

Corrie: We learned how to deal with combative swimmers
who panic when being rescued. I was surprised that the solu-
tion can be to push them under water to help wrestle them
into control. I admit it was fun to wrestle and dunk my class-
mates. Even with a few incidents in the river, I never felt unsafe
because God is watching out for us, and we have a group of
awesome instructors who know how to rescue us if we get in
trouble.

Saturday, May 21—First Sabbath
Corrie: After two days in the river, I was very glad for

Sabbath. We have the weekends off, which allows us to
explore the area in small groups or just relax.

Lauren: Most of the group went to church in Cortez. The
people are so nice. We were excited that Bill [Davis] one of
instructors, joined us for church. In the afternoon, Dr. D.
[Duehrssen] took us on a hike up La Platta Canyon. There was
still snow on the ground with a rushing river nearby. At more
than 12,000 feet, we were getting out of breath because most of
us are not used to this altitude, but it was beautiful.

Sunday, May 22—Catching up
Lauren: This morning many in the group left early for Moab

to go rock climbing and exploring. A few of us stayed to do
laundry and a quick Wal-Mart trip. In the afternoon we went to
Mesa Verde. We took a long, hot hike to see the petroglyphs,
but the view at the top of the cliff was gorgeous; everything
looked natural, untouched and just as wild as it was 200 years
ago. Back at the camp, we studied for the rest of the day.

Monday, May 23—Knot basics
Swift-water Rescue Technician 1 test—all passed

Michelle: This week we began studying rope systems. We
learned how to set up haul lines to pull patients up a moun-
tain, and we worked with mechanical advantage, a rope system
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IRR Glossary
belaying – the technique of controlling the rope so that a 

climber/rescuer attached to the rope will not fall very far. 
This task is usually assigned to a belayer, who passes the 
rope through a belay device that forces the rope through 
a series of tight turns that greatly increase friction. 

carabiner – an oval metal ring with a snap link used to 
fasten ropes.

confined space rescue – a subset of technical rescue involving 
situations where there is limited or restricted means of entry 

or exit. Examples: caves, underground vaults, silos, storage 
bins, pits, tanks, sewers, etc.

eddy – current of water running back or in a direction 
contrary to the main current; often a calm spot in a river.

eddy hopping – navigating from one eddy to the next in 
the river.

hasty team – inital rapid search for a victim using a few 
rescuers while the main team is organizing for a thorough 
and systematic search.

high-angle rescue – ropes are crucial for rescue.
incident commander (IC) – person directing the rescue.
low-angle rescue – slope that is less than vertical in which 

someone could climb in a standing position without using 
ropes, but ropes are used for safety.

mechanical advantage – the factor by which a machine (or 
rescue rope system) multiplies the force put into it.

operations officer (ops) – reports to IC and is in charge of 
rescue techniques and systems.

scribe – responsible for keeping track of job assignments of 
other rescuers on the scene.

strainers – any obstruction in water flow that could stop a 
rescuer or victim in the current such as a fallen tree, pipe 
or fence.

swift-water rescue – a subset of technical rescue that involves 
the use of specially trained personnel, ropes and mechanical
advantage systems often much more robust than those used 
in rope rescue because of the added pressure of moving 
water.

rope rescue – subset of technical rescue that involves the use 
of Nylon ropes anchoring and belay devices, friction rappel 
devices, various devices to utilize mechanical advantage, 
and other specialized equipment to reach victims and safely 
recover them.
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that allows
one person to lift very heavy

objects alone. But first we had to study knots. I
became quite familiar with the figure eight family of knots.

Corrie: After lunch we split into groups with an instructor.
My group set up a rope system that made it possible for three
guys to move a jeep parked with the emergency break on. It is
amazing how much you can do with rope and carabiners.

Tuesday, May 24—Long hauls
Corrie: During the morning lectures, we learned how to

package a patient in the basket stretcher so they would not fall
out even when flipped over. We also learned how to improvise
a harness system when the victim does not have one and about
equipment that makes rope rescue work easier.

Michelle: After a morning lecture on rope systems, we
packed up and headed off to a steeply inclined hill only a few
minutes from camp. Greg volunteered to be the victim. We
were all given specific jobs to do; I was sent down on a recov-
ery team. We hooked into a 3:1 rope-hauling system anchored
on several trucks, then we descended the hill with our faces
pointing toward the way we came. When we reached the vic-
tim, we unclipped from our ropes, secured him to a wire bas-
ket stretcher, hooked us all back to the ropes and carried him
up the steep incline. This was very difficult especially for the
haul team at the top.

Lauren: For the next scenario, we set up a better system.
This time I was on the hasty team, which was
more fun than hauling in the last inci-
dent. I got to be in the action directly
relating to the patient. Zane [Downs] did a
great job pretending to be an injured 8-
year-old boy. Christopher [Wiles] was the
incident commander and Michael [Liebelt]
handled operations. This was only our sec-
ond scenario to manage, but already we
worked better as a team and cut down our
rescue time significantly.

Wednesday, May 25—Taking the
plunge 

Michelle: Today we progressed from low-
angle to high-angle rescue situations at X
Rock. I was very nervous because of my slight
fear of heights. We set up three rope systems,
which included a line to descend on and a safe-
ty line to hook into. When it was my turn to

descend over the
70-foot cliff, I felt
like throwing up.
However, before I
knew it, I was at
the bottom of the
cliff looking up. 

Thursday, May 26—Training for teamwork
Corrie: I was the victim for the first scenario today at

Cascade Creek Canyon. I rappelled down to the bottom of the
cliff to the wide bank beside the river and waited to be res-
cued. Jonathan [Hoewing] and Zane, the hasty team, did a
complete rapid trauma exam. I felt very safe with them taking
care of my “injuries.” Then Christopher came down with the
basket stretcher. They put me in it, strapped me down and
hooked me to the ropes. Christopher was the basket attendant,
and as we were pulled up the cliff, his job was to keep the
basket level and monitor my condition. The extra helmet
placed over my face kept debris from hurting me. At the top of
the cliff, things got complicated as communication broke down
a bit. The pull team was going too fast, which made it difficult
for Christopher to keep the basket away from the cliff. The bas-
ket turned, and my face was only an inch from the cliff. It was
scary being suspended on my side, but with the ropes and
other gear, I was safe the whole time. Finally, after a few min-
utes, they pulled me over the edge. Even with the rough

moments at the end, I still had fun.
Lauren: The high-angle situations are my
favorite. On the second scenario I was on the
edge of the 100-foot cliff doing edge protec-
tion—making sure the lines were all padded
and protected. Garret [Brass], the safety offi-
cer above me, kept asking if I was scared
perched on the edge. I was fine. While tied
into the rope safety system, I knew I was
safe and was loving the view.

Corrie: Even though we were running
later in the day than expected, Dr. D. and
the other instructors decided to do one
more scenario—a high line across the
canyon. We divided into two teams—one
on each side of the canyon. The setup
for this rescue was quite elaborate, but
we were able to get the two systems set
up fairly quickly. Four people got to
ride across the canyon pulled by the
tensioned rope system. It sure looked
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fun. Each direction one
“patient” was tied into
the basket with an atten-
dant strapped into the
system next to him.  

Tuesday, May 31—Night rescue
Lauren: This morning we finished up the skills we needed for the swift-

water rescue advanced level and had a test. We had the rest of the day to
prepare for the night river rescue scenario. In the evening the real fun start-
ed as we teamed up with the local fire department, some of whom volun-
teered to be victims. We were not told how many victims we would need to
find and rescue.

Corrie: As a group, we decided that Christopher would be IC [incident
commander], Kelvin [Harold] would be operations officer, and I would be
the scribe. My job was to know where everyone was at any given moment.
We got to the scene and started setting up at 9:15 p.m. 

Michelle: We were told we had the following resources: an ambulance, a
boat, a raft, a set of bright lights and a bevy of firefighters. I was pre-
assigned the job of medical director, which meant I stayed with the ambu-
lance to care for the victims. I felt so sorry for the volunteers who had to be
in the cold, black water. I actually had to treat one of the victims for mild
hypothermia. We rushed him to the station to warm up.

Lauren: I was operations officer and liaison. This was a fun position
because I got to see what was going on at the headquarters and help out
with the search. We found and rescued the seven victims in record time and
were done with the whole production by midnight. I really enjoyed doing
this scenario and feel it gave us good experience that will benefit us when
we are faced with a real rescue situation.

Friday, June 3—Cramped quarters
Corrie: This is day two of confined space rescue training. Yesterday, two

new instructors arrived, Tony [Repka] and John [Parker]. They brought a
trailer designed for this type of training. Inside there are shelves and com-
partments that can be opened or closed to simulate tight, dark spaces in a
cave or collapsed building.

Michelle: During the second scenario, I was chosen as one of the four
rescuers to attend to four victims. Two guys entered the trailer before me. It
was pitch black inside; all I could see was what was in the beam of my
headlamp. The smell in the hot space was overpowering as I quickly came
on the first victim. The first team had left him behind to go to the bottom

IRR at a Glance
First class began fall 2004

77 students in the program as of fall 2005

Only bachelor’s-level program of its 
kind in the United States

Combines training in
rescue and survival skills
emergency medical care
humanitarian relief
public health
disaster management
multicultural service 

Emphasis options
Human services and counseling
Medical pre-professional 

(pre-med, pre-dental, etc.)
Missions
Paramedical
Pre-physician assistant

Minors
Emergency response
Survival and rescue

Employment possibilities
Development and relief agencies 

(ADRA, World Vision, etc.)
Emergency medical service 

(at local, state and national levels)
Mission service
Paramedical jobs
Public health positions
Refugee assistance

Contact
402.486.2980
irr@ucollege.edu 
www.ucollege.edu/rescueandrelief
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and find the other victims.
After some thought, we
first extracted the two vic-
tims who weren’t hurt.
Then I turned my atten-
tion to the victim I had
first contacted. We
maneuvered him into
position to be lifted out
and Shawndra [McComb],
my partner, hooked him
into a harness and
helped lift him to safe-
ty. While we were
waiting for the first
team to bring the last
victim to our level, we
pre-planned how we
would extract him,
which saved us a lot

of time. The scenario took a little over
one hour and 30 minutes. Our instructors told us they had done
the same scenario with a group of firefighters who took about
three hours to complete the rescue. This segment of the training
was my favorite part of the summer courses.

Sabbath, June 4—God’s second book
Lauren: Our day of rest turned into a day of awesome beau-

ty and adventure when we hiked White Canyon, a slot canyon
in Utah. I love to climb mountains, swim, hike and rock climb.
This hike combined all of that. 

Corrie: After several hours of hiking, we reached the bottom
of the canyon where it narrowed significantly. Flash floods in
recent days had left pools of water. We had to put on our wet
suits because for the next three hours there was no way to
avoid the chilly pools. In quite a few places the water was so
deep that we couldn’t touch the bottom and the passage way
was less than two feet wide. Halfway through the canyon we
had worship. It was amazing to be surrounded by nature all
day.

Monday, June 6—A new outdoor home
Corrie: Before breakfast we had all of our gear out of the

cabins. After taking the Rope Rescue Technician test, we moved

to our new world
of tent living.

Michelle: We
said farewell to
San Jaun Bible
Camp in
exchange for our new
home in La Plata Canyon at a camp-
ground without bathrooms! We started wilderness
survival training right away. The scenery was beautiful, but it
was hot in the day and freezing at night. The first thing we
learned was how to build a fire using wet wood and a metal
match. The fire was difficult to start, but it felt so rewarding to
see the tiny flames grow. 

Thursday, June 9—Safety skills
Michelle: After two days of learning about fire, we pro-

gressed to orienteering. We were sent on expeditions by our-
selves in the woods to find certain points using a compass or
GPS. That evening we learned how to build a waterproof shel-
ter using sticks and duff, the pine needles and leaves on the
ground. This skill would prove invaluable in the upcoming solo
survival experience.

Sabbath, June 11—Sharing sparks in Cortez
Corrie: Today our group led the Cortez Adventist church

service. We acted out several skits using our gear with the
theme that it only takes a spark to get a fire started and that
God wants to light a spark in our lives. The service went really
well. After potluck, 10 of us went to Teluride to ride the free
Gondola and hike in the mountains. We stayed at Dr. D.’s
house for the weekend. It was such a great break to sleep in a
warm house.

Sunday, June 12—Venturing out alone
Michelle: This evening we set out for three days of solo sur-

vival. We were allowed to bring a sleeping bag, knife and metal
match. I found a fallen tree that served quite well as a suitable
place to build a shelter. I used sticks, duff and my rain poncho
to make my shelter extra strong. Exhausted, I collapsed inside
and took survey of my situation: I was not in the coldest part
of the canyon, although there was a pile of snow beside my
shelter. I found a few edible plants, but nothing too sustaining. 

Corrie: I found the perfect place for a shelter: two fallen
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logs at an angle. I started a fire and kept it going until about 8
p.m. The ground of my shelter was not flat so I was a bit
uncomfortable, but I stayed warm for the most part. The
weather was not cooperative, though; it snowed, hailed and
rained off and on all night.

Monday, June 13—Solo survival day two
Michelle: Last night was one of the longest of my life. Every

creak and sigh of the trees sounded ominous. I heard some
scampering and found a little mouse at the end of my head-
lamp beam. At about 11 p.m., I heard noise in the distance. I
thought it was a person at first, but there was no light. It
became louder and closer. I was petrified. I grabbed my knife
and crouched in my sleeping bag ready to get a glimpse of the
perpetrator in the full moon’s light. Suddenly, 12-15 feet from
my shelter, I saw a muscular furry back followed by a long tail.
It was a mountain lion! I didn’t sleep the rest of the night. In
the morning, I found the trail that the mountain lion had been
on. It was heavily traveled, and I saw deer footprints and bear
scat.

Lauren: This morning I woke up wet and sore from sleep-
ing on the ground. Last night it both hailed and rained. I was
wet before I even fell asleep. I tried to build a fire, but with
everything wet and green, I was unsuccessful.

Corrie: Today is beautiful, but I don’t have much energy
because I’m hungry. I need to finish identifying wild plants and
trees and build wet wood fires, but right now I’m enjoying
lying on top of my shelter in the sunshine. Maybe I will go for
a hike later. I can see Ginger’s [Franklin] camp, but we were
given strict instructions not to communicate with anyone other
than the instructors through our “mailbox” every morning and
evening…. Time is moving so slowly right now. I want 8 p.m.
to come quickly so I can go check in, get more water and go
to bed. I have been sitting just watching the fire for the last
hour. If I weren’t hungry this time alone would be even more
awesome. I’m going to try sleeping on top of my shelter
tonight because there is not a cloud in the sky, and I want to
see the stars.

Tuesday, June 14—Still solo
Lauren: This morning I got up and made my way up the

hill to my mailbox, which was a staggering feat in itself. On the
way back to camp, I ate some strawberry leaves in an effort to
gain a little strength. The rest of the day I spent at camp too
weak to venture out again. I used all my energy yesterday on a 

long hike. Today I
spent mostly lying down, drifting
in and out of wakefulness and trying to stay
hydrated. 

Corrie: I woke up this morning at 5 a.m. but did not get up
until 8:45 a.m. The birds were singing so beautifully and so
close to me that I did not want to interrupt them. A deer went
by not more than 50 feet away, and later I saw a rabbit fewer
than 10 feet from my shelter. We are supposed to try to catch
animals, but I just can’t bring myself to do it. If I were desper-
ate for food, I might, but at this point, I’m not desperate.

Wednesday, June 15—Back to civilization
Lauren: Last night I stayed warm! I woke up with the thrill

that the solo survival was almost over. It is amazing how much
your perspective changes and evolves when you are all alone.
You begin to think and feel differently. Fantasy and reality
intermingle and you are apt to do things you normally wouldn’t
dream of…. I guess we got a little taste of what it’s like to be
lost in the desert or stranded on an island. It was educational,
but not an event I’d like to repeat. The hardest part for me was
no contact with people. I can handle no food and weakness
from dehydration. I can handle bugs, rain, stubborn fires, wet
sleeping bags and rough nights, but when I can’t talk to any-
one, share anything or hear a human voice, that is tough.

Five students exited the solo survival experience
before the third night, but all were safe and healthy
after a few good meals and extra fluids treating
dehydration. Through hunger pangs and sleepless
nights, knot-tying tests and swift water drills, the first
class of international rescue and release students all
passed the skill tests necessary for certification.
Beyond these technical accomplishments, the 
students reflected that the five weeks of summer
training gave them increased confidence and 
compassion that will be a foundation for their future
careers of service and adventure. C
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Michael Duehrssen—
Director

Born with an adventurous spirit, Michael
Duehrssen is now helping others harness their
desire for adventure to be used for the Lord.
Duehrssen ’84 graduated from Union College with a
biology degree and earned a degree in medicine from Loma Linda
University in 1989. After completing a family practice residency,
Duehrssen and his wife, Susan, moved to Cortez, Colo., where he
eventually became the director for the Southwest Memorial Hospital
ER. He lectured and volunteered extensively in his community with
fire fighters, ambulance service, law enforcement, search and rescue
and other Emergency Medical Services. He is currently board certified
in family practice and emergency medicine.

Duehrssen brings additional expertise to the international rescue
and relief program as a certified instructor in Basic and Advanced
Trauma Life Support, Basic and Advanced Disaster Life Support and
Advanced Cardiac Life Support. He is certified as an instructor for
Rescue 3 International in Swift Water Rescue Technician and
Advanced, and Rope Rescue. Duehrssen also works part-time as an
emergency department physician at a local medical center.

Although deeply passionate about the program’s mission,
Duehrssen was not always so focused. As a pre-med college student
at Union, he didn’t always know what to do with his energy. “There
was not a grain silo around Lincoln my buddies and I hadn’t climbed,
not a tunnel under the city we hadn’t explored, not a twist or turn of
the Platte River we hadn’t canoed, not a cliff we hadn’t jumped off
with a hang glider,” Duehrssen said. This thrill-seeking nature had a
tendency to get him into trouble, such as the night he got caught rap-
pelling down Prescott Hall to paint a classmate’s window black, and
also earned him the nickname “Deathwish Duehrssen” in medical
school.

Duehrssen describes his initial motives while living in Colorado as
selfish. For three years he competed as a downhill skier and was on
the slopes at every opportunity. Then Rich Carlson, Union College
chaplain, invited the Duehrssens to join Union’s medical mission trip
on the Amazon River. The experience changed his attitude. “When
we came back from Brazil, the impact of that trip, along with increas-
ing prayer and study, led us to place our destiny in God’s hands,”
Duehrssen said.

One change Duehrssen and his wife made was to use all of his
Sabbath earnings for outreach. God provided for their expenses as
they invested in a number of projects, including hiring Mike Lowe as
a Bible worker for their local church. Lowe had previously been a
combat survival instructor for the United States Air Force. In 2001,
Duehrssen and Lowe developed a non-profit ministry, Wilderness
Way Adventures, focused on training youth in rescue and survival

techniques. 
Doug Tallman, then employed at Campion Academy, attended

one of these training sessions with a group of students. Subsequently,
an Adventist university asked Tallman to assist them in developing
outdoor education classes. When Tallman approached Duehrssen for
help, Duehrssen was struck with a vision to create a full global disas-
ter and response major. Together they proposed the major to the uni-
versity, but the school was not ready to implement a new program. In
July 2003, Duehrssen and Tallman proposed the idea to Union
College where Malcolm Russell, Union’s vice president for academic
administration, took a great interest.

“Malcolm did much of the preliminary work on the program and
was very instrumental in getting it off the ground,” Duehrssen said.

Officially approved as a Bachelor of Science in international res-
cue and relief, the program was launched in August 2004 with 32 stu-
dents declaring IRR as their major. With 77 students now enrolled, the
major combines rescue and survival skills, emergency medical care,
humanitarian relief, public health, disaster management and multicul-
tural service training into the only college-level program of its kind in
the United States. 

“This program was designed for the adventurous young person
who desires to dedicate his or her life to the service of others for
Jesus’ sake,” Duehrssen said. “Why not take youth who want to do
extreme sports and teach them to use their talents for lives of service
and mission?”
p For a more in-depth look at Michael Duehrssen’s journey of faith
leading to the IRR program, read the feature article online at
www.ucollege.edu/cordmagazine. For more information on the IRR
major, visit www.ucollege.edu/irr.

Doug Tallman—Associate Director
Doug Tallman brings expertise to the international rescue and

relief program through his experience as an educator and his involve-
ment with mission-related activities. He has a passion for reaching
people with the gospel of Christ’s love through the avenue of service.

Tallman earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in religion and an

(continued on page 34)

International Rescue and Relief: The Making of  a Major

Left to right: Michael
Duehrssen, Doug Tallman
and Jeff Joiner
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In May 2005, 19 Union College students took a 

10-day study tour of Tuscany. Led by Osa Berg,

records director and assistant academic dean at Union

College, the trip followed a semester-long course on

the history and literature of the region of Italy, titled A

Literary Walk Through Tuscany.

The following excerpts and photographs are taken

from a class project by Rachel Turner, a junior graphic

design major from Austin, Texas. You can view the 

complete project on Union’s Web site at 

www.ucollege.edu/scholars/tuscanybook.pdf.

A Taste of Tuscany 

Tuscany. We had read
about it, talked about it, written about
it—and now we were finally on our way
there! After a long transatlantic flight, a
rushed layover in Amsterdam, and a sur-
prisingly non-existent customs in Milan,
we finally were reunited with our lug-
gage and greeted by our tour guide,
Paolo. …
… Our hotel sat on a cute street in the
small town of Montecatini. Set about an
hour’s drive northwest of Florence, this
town became home for the next four
nights. 

Florence overflows with
wonders. As we drove into the town,
sight after sight that we had studied came
before our eyes. I’ll never forget when
Carissa [Hawronsky] first glimpsed
Brunelleschi’s dome; she let out such a
yelp that the whole group turned to see
what was the matter! But Brunelleschi’s
dome deserves a yelp. The crowning
touch to Florence’s Duomo Santa Maria
del Fiore, it would take 150 years before
a larger dome would be built; even so,
Michelangelo said that his dome at St.
Peter’s in Rome might be “bigger, yes,
but not more beautiful.”

Day 1 Day 3



Siena boasts just as much
history as Florence, and if it is not all
quite as famous, well, they are still work-
ing on that. The Duomo St. Maria Assunta
marvels us all; while it would have been
even more impressive had the full cathe-
dral been completed,…the green and
white striped exterior still impresses even
the most cathedral-weary tourist. The
interior holds many treasures as well. …
Perhaps the most beautiful of all is the
Libreria Piccolomini, which was founded
in 1495. I struggled to decide whether to
look at the room or the lovely books it
contained. 

Sometimes called the
“Manhattan of the Middle Ages,” our first
destination of the day still has 14 of its
original 72 towers. As we walked towards
San Gimignano, the amazingly preserved
towers gave us an idea of how many old
hilltop towns may have looked in the
middle ages. Nobility built these towers
as signs of prestige—and for a safe haven
when they came to blows with the neigh-
bors. Power and control could switch at a
moment’s notice, and families used the
towers as a place to hide or a vantage
point from which to drop things on their
enemies in the streets below. 

Day 7Day 6 Cyprus-lined roads flourish
in Tuscany; however, the picture that
graces so many postcard fronts seemed
to be elusive. … This morning, out of
the blue, the bus stopped at a pull-off in
the middle of the country before we
entered any town. Perhaps, Paolo said
with a smile, you all would like to get
off and take a picture. And then I saw it:
… the perfect S-curve up the hill to the
little house and the green foliage lining
either side of the white chalk road. 

All good things must
end some day, and today ended our
time in Tuscany. With one last stop this
morning, we dragged our feet through
the ancient crypt in Abbiadia San
Salvatore. More than 1,200 years old, a
whole new church has been built on top
of it. We wander through the church,
reluctant to leave this last piece of
Tuscany behind. But it is time to go. 

Day 10
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Student Missions Reflections
Each year 20-30 students return to Union with a greater under-

standing of another culture and different experiences that impact
their lives. These student missionaries and task force workers take a
year off to work in another country or serve in academies around
the United States. 

Union’s spirit of service has become part of its legacy since 1906,
when the graduating class donated a map of the world. Yellow
strings connected various places on the map, symbolizing where
alumni had served as missionaries (this display became known as the
Golden Cords). Almost 60 years later, the first student missionary,
Jerry Lake ’66, was commissioned from Union College to work in
South America. In 1972, yearlong student missionaries were also
invited to hang cords symbolizing their service. 

The map and cords have undergone changes over the years, but
the themes of dedication and service have continued. This year,
there are 26 student missionaries and 10 task force workers from
Union serving around the world.

compiled by Becky Dewey

Surprising Life Lessons
I didn’t know that I could love my kids so much that I wouldn’t

want to leave; that just sharing a piece of paper or crayons can make
a person your best friend; that I have a lot to learn about life, what it
has in store for me and how to be a true Christian.

��� ������ current student—Majuro, 2004-2005

I learned that every good story brought back from my SM 
experience was rooted in a tough time while I was there. “Count it
all joy, my brethren, when you meet various trials...” (James 1:2).
The trials gave me my testimony and my stories of how God leads. It
was true in the “mission field” then and it’s equally true of my “mis-
sion life” now.

���� ������� ’73—Peru, 1970-1971
Union College campus chaplain 

We had a Band-Aid clinic for cuts and boils. A 6-year-old boy
started to flinch when I had to rub a Q-tip in one of the deep areas
to get a rock out. I told him to squeeze my hand if it hurt. His small
brown fingers wrapped around one of my tan fingers, his hands so
warm, worn and tough. He tried to smile back at me, but the clean-
ing hurt. When we were done, I gave him a high-five and a hug. It
was one of those, “I don’t speak your language, but thank you for
helping me” moments. I learned once more that God does have a
plan for me to show others His love. 

����� ⅓������ currently teaches first grade in Majuro.

It seemed like a pretty simple thing to do then: just go as a stu-
dent missionary. In retrospect, I realize that an adventure like that is
a once-in-a-lifetime thing for most folks (including me). Chucking it
all to the wind and hopping on a plane for the other side of the

world gets harder and harder as the years go by and responsibilities
and obligations grow. Funny, I didn’t know I was doing such a “radi-
cal” or “once-in-a-lifetime” thing then. Sure glad I did. 

���� ���������� ’91—Pohnpei, 1988-1989

We joined the students and teachers as they traveled by jeep
hours up into the mountains to do a branch Sabbath School for
a village. It was truly “the ends of the earth,” and as I had been
learning all year, God was there. He was everywhere…in
Lincoln, in Haad Yai, in Chang Mai...caring, guiding, protect-
ing and loving me and all His children. The world got smaller
that year, but in a good way.

����� ����� ����� ’86—Thailand, 1982-1983

A Life Impacted
My life’s work was forever impacted because of my year in Korea

as a student missionary. Seeing people accept Christianity and mak-
ing that decision in the face of tremendous opposition was amazing
and life changing for me. I’ll never forget the warm way I was treated
by the people. Friendships made there will forever stay with me. I
look forward to seeing some of them in Christ’s kingdom.

����� ������ ’85—Korea, 1982-1983
Senior pastor at Campion Academy Church in Loveland, Colo. 

My prayer before leaving was that God would give me a sign
that going to Chile was what He had in mind for me. The clearest
sign came one night when I was talking with a new friend and
heard these words (in Spanish): “Pedro, if you ever wonder why you
came to Chile, I know God sent you for me.” 

����� ����� ’93—Chile, 1990-1991

My time in Thailand was the best year of my life. When I first
arrived in 1992, I met a young Buddhist student named
Yaovaboon. She and I became very good friends and have
remained close to this day thanks to e-mail. This year, I reunited
with Yaovaboon after almost 12 years of separation. Her face was
radiant with joy as she told me about her life and baptism. She
explained that her first exposure to Jesus Christ was through the
Seventh-day Adventist English Language School and how she now
has a personal relationship with Christ! I’m still in awe at how that
year in Thailand continues to impact my life. I have such peace as
I am reminded of how God has lead in the past. He is faithful in
every corner of the earth! 

Carla Andersen ’95—Thailand, 1992-1993
International Project Manager for World Vision 

We lived in a long-term hotel on the outskirts of Prague.
Many other teachers lived in the hotel. One of them was a
Danish man, probably in his late 50s, but who seemed older
because of his constant drinking. He often fell asleep in front of
the TV in the hall, vodka in hand. One day, when he was hav-
ing a really hard time, we met him in the hall and tried to hand
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him a Steps to Christ. He protested a lot and said that all our
religion stuff was worthless. We insisted, showing him where
we’d written in the front cover, and said, “You don’t have to
read it; just take it.” He took it and as we walked away he
said, “Thank you.” He had tears in his eyes. 

⅜���� ⅞������� ����� ’04 worked in the Czech Republic, 
2001-2002, with ����� �������, assistant professor of English at
Union, and ⅞����� ������� �������� ’04, office manager for the

Division of Business and Computer Science at Union. 

Anaria was 12 years old and had a two-inch gash across her leg.
Someday I’ll be a doctor, but at that point I had only read about
stitches. However, since all the local nurses were gone for a week of
training, I was the only one around. It took 15 stitches to get it
closed up. Every day for the next two weeks I went to Anaria’s
house to check on her and to clean up the wound. Finally, her leg
healed and left a small Nike swoosh-shaped scar, which she thought
was cool. A few days later, I saw Anaria at the independence day
celebrations. She was all dressed up in her special outfit, playing
with the rest of the girls as if nothing had ever happened. Anaria
saw me looking, smiled big and interrupted her special dance to
wave at me. That’s something I’ll never forget.

����� fi���������� is currently in a second-year as student 
missionary teaching secondary math and science at the 
Tasba Raya Adventist Clinic Mission in Nicaragua.

Taking Care of Her Own
Thanks to the Honduran postal system, I didn’t get Union’s

Christmas care package until the beginning of February. But it
was like having Christmas all over again. I had no idea how
much I appreciated peanut butter until I opened that box and
found a jar of Jiff. The notes from friends, the FriChik, the
chocolate and the Clocktower issues made me feel connected and
loved. Beyond a shadow of a doubt, Union takes care of her own.

������ fi����� ’01—Honduras, 2001

Union’s packages and support made a huge difference to me.
I awaited the mail every week with childlike anticipation. I tore
open the packages, reading and re-reading every item, laughing
over the Clocktower articles and starting to cry at the messages
friends wrote me. The goodies were savored slowly and some-
times just the thought that people hadn’t forgotten me, when I
felt so far from everything I had ever known, kept me going. 

Being immersed in a language, a culture and a place so very
different from my own made me look at life and the people
around me in a very different way. I see life from a broader per-
spective now—like someone who is looking at a situation from
above rather than one side or another. 

I’ll never forget the look in the eyes of a certain little girl in
my class when she realized she had actually read for the first time.

⅜����� ���� current student—Majuro, 2002-2003

I hate to admit it, but I didn’t think Union’s packages would
be that big of a deal...and then I received my first one just two
days ago. It brought so many smiles to my face as I read through
the news and the notes my friends had written me. 

�������� ������ ’05 is working with 
Adventist Frontier Missions in Mali.

Pastor Rich spoke at our teacher’s retreat and took Union
alumni to dinner. We had delicious Mexican food. Can you
believe it? Right in the middle of Seoul! I am thankful to still
receive Good Morning Union and read it often.

������ ⅛��� ’04 is currently teaching English at an Adventist 
school in South Korea with her husband, ����� ’04. 

Every week when Chris and I receive our packets, we proudly
bring them into staff worship to show them off. The other SMs
are jealous, and the packets let us know that we are loved. Thank
you so much!

ff������ ��������� is an assistant girls’ dean, and 
����� fi��� is an assistant boys’ dean, at 

Maxwell Academy in Kenya.

There were many weeks when I felt so depressed and ready to
crawl into my bed and stay there for a week! Leaving for a year is
hard because you feel like everyone is going to forget about you.
Getting a packet from Campus Ministries and a note from a
teacher or friend helped remind me that I was missed and
thought of. To get the encouragement that I did from my school
family at Union helped me make it through the year!

⅜����� ½����� current student—Australia, 2004-2005

Homesickness was never a symptom of mine until I was a
missionary in Palau. Something about being half a world away
from one’s culture, friends, family and familiar surroundings 
can drain the soul. Anything that can reconnect that spirit of 
belonging is energizing. That is why I truly appreciated the 
occasional package sent from Campus Ministries.

�������� fi����� ’01—Palau, 1998-1999

CAMPUS MEMORIES_________________________________
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100 Years of Golden Cords
Join Union in “Celebrating a Century of Service: Golden

Cords 1906-2006” during Homecoming Weekend, April 6-9,
2006. Come prepared for nostalgia and reminiscing as you relive
your missionary memories at the 100-year anniversary of the
Hanging of the Golden Cords, Friday evening, April 7.

Questions? Contact Janya Mekelburg at 402.486.2503 or jamekelb@ucollege.edu.
Look for more Homecoming 2006 details on page 33.

C
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CLASS-IFIEDS_____________________________

1940s 
Edwin ’45 and LaVon Cotte
Shafer  (’45) live in Hauula,
Hawaii. In 1997, Edwin came
out of retirement to pastor in
Dublin, Ireland, for three
years. They tried to retire
again, but after a year, which
included a global mission
evangelistic campaign in
Venezuela, they accepted a
call to pastor in Hawaii. They
have now been in Hawaii for
more than three years and are
enjoying the people and
weather. “Greetings to friends
from Union.”

1950s 
John ’51  and Carol Jean
Johnson (’50) Ruffcorn live
in Grand Terrace, Calif. They
came back to Union College
in May 2005 for their grand-
daughter, Amy Dolinsky’s
graduation. They were also
proud grandparents at her
wedding on July 31 when she
married Cale Prindle, a senior
at Union College.

Sylvia Ford Larson ’51  lives
in McMinnville, Ore. She has
the pleasure of teaching piano
lessons to a few students and
also Spanish lessons to two of
her grandchildren. Every two
weeks she plays the piano at
the Spanish church. 

G. Mackson-Hemphill ’53
lives in Loma Linda, Calif.,
and now teaches adult educa-
tion in the Redlands public
school district.

Melvin ’58 and Marjor ie
Syfer t Campbell (’56) live in
Riverside, Calif. Melvin spent
five years in India at Spicer
Memorial College as a science
teacher. In 2002, Marjorie
retired after 13 years of work-
ing as a secretary for the
General Conference Auditing
Service in the Riverside dis-
trict. They live near La Sierra
and are active in the universi-
ty church. 

Char les Slattery ’59 recently
received the School
Distinguished Service Award
from the Graduate School and
Loma Linda University School
of Medicine. One of the
awards was presented at the
conferring of degrees for the
School of Medicine, and the
second was presented at the
Graduate School conferring of
degrees. Dr. Slattery taught at
the Loma Linda University
School of Medicine from 1970
to 2003. He is now emeritus
professor, Department of
Biochemistry and
Microbiology, Graduate School,
and emeritus professor,
Department of Pediatrics,
Loma Linda University School
of Medicine.

1960s 
Ardis Dick Stenbakken ’62
was recently a recipient of
the Association of Adventist
Women (AWW) Woman-of-
the-Year Award for 2005.
Ardis is the former General
Conference Women’s
Ministries director. To read

more about her amazing con-
tributions you can visit the
Web site at www.aaw.cc.

Clayton Bliss ’66 lives in
Seattle, Wash. He continues
to enjoy working at Fred
Hutchinson Cancer Research
Center in the clinical labora-
tory. He has five children and
13 grandchildren. He writes,
“Thank you, Union College,
for my education which has
served me well.” 

Joy Miller  Whitmir e ’67
and her husband, Doug, live
in Cleburne, Texas. Joy is
enjoying retirement. She likes
working out at the gym and
has a baby doll collection.
Her husband works full time
as a tractor mechanic and has
an antique gun collection. 

Marla Bumguardner
Stevenson ’67 lives in Ben
Wheeler, Texas. Her daugh-
ter, Christianya Wheeldon,
lives in Costa Rica and travels
the world as a project man-
ager for the Arias Foundation
for Peace and Human
Progress. Her son, John, is
married with two young
sons, and is a sophomore
engineering major at the
University of Texas-Tyler.

1970s
Alvin Fisher  ’76 lives in
Dayton, Tenn. He is disabled
with a degenerative nerve dis-

ease and suffers nerve pain in
his hands and feet. The past
few months he has stayed
busy by scanning thousands
of family photographs and
taking nature pictures. Two of
his pictures were displayed in
a gallery. He has also record-
ed two music albums in
English and Spanish.

1980s 
Doug ’86 and Wilma Burton
Bing ’85 live in Bonney Lake,
Wash. They have three children,
Eric, Kaliegh and Ryan. Doug
serves as the vice president of
administration for the
Washington Conference. Wilma
is the women’s ministries direc-
tor and an associate pastor at
the Auburn Academy church. 

Steve Johnson ’87 was recently
named vice president of channel
sales for Kintera®, Inc., leading
provider of software as a service
to the nonprofit and govern-
ment sectors. Steve and his wife,
Shannon, live in Harpswell,
Maine, with their two children.

Scott ’87 and Shay Welsh
Wooten ’91 moved to Omaha,
Neb., in June 2005. Scott is now
the chief financial officer of the
Alegent Health System.

1990s 
Jeff Jahn ’91  and his wife,
Lisa, are the proud parents of
Seren Elias, born Nov. 4, 2004. 

CORDmagazine wants to
hear from you. You have
told us this is your favorite
section. Now tell us where
you are, what you’re doing,
or just send greetings. 

Direct your letters to: 
Class-ifieds 
Alumni Office 
Union College 
3800 South 48th Street
Lincoln, NE 68506 

e-mail: alumni@ucollege.edu
make changes online at
p www.ucollege.edu/
cordmagazine

’67 denotes graduation year
(’67) denotes last year attended
or preferred class year

Keep in Touch
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Ardis Dick Stenbakken
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PEOPLE PLACEMENTS__________________________________________

Kerr i Allen Mahlum ’91  was
recently honored by Casper
College as a Rosenthal
Outstanding Educator for
2004-05. Kerri has taught at
Casper College for the past
four years. She is married to
Trevor Mahlum ’92.

Brian ’97 and Robin Buxton
Gibson ’98 live in Topeka,
Kan. On June 4, 2005, Brian,
Robin and their son, Jadon
Samuel, welcomed Jenna
Elizabeth to their family. Brian
is a physician and Robin is a
stay-at-home mom. 

Ryan ’98 and Tawnya Davis
Teller  (’96) became proud
parents of Jackson Curtis on
May 6, 2004. Older siblings
are Alex and Samantha.
Tawnya is a stay-at-home
mom and Ryan is communica-
tions director for the Texas
Conference.

2000s 
Rebecca High ’00 married
Rick Peariso on Feb. 27, 2005.
The couple now lives in
Battle Creek, Mich.

Greg ’02 and Melissa
Palmer  Howell ’03 lived in
Auburn, Wash., before mov-
ing to Andrews University to
pursue master’s degrees. They
enjoyed two wonderful years
at Auburn Adventist Academy
before leaving the Northwest. 

Chris ’02 and Aubrey Oliver
’04 Nelson were married on
Dec. 30, 2004, in Colorado
Springs, Colo. They now live
in Tigard, Ore., where Aubrey
works at the Oregon
Adventist Headquarters as the
youth ministries administra-
tive assistant. Chris is an engi-
neer at Forelich Consulting
Engineering Firm.

Amber  Heinr ich ’05 and
Russell Keller  ’03 were mar-
ried on Aug. 14, 2005, in
Lincoln, Neb. Amber is a
nurse at Saint Elizabeth
Regional Medical Center and

Russell is an electrical engi-
neering major at the
University of Nebraska-
Lincoln.

Amy Dolinsky ’05 and Cale
Prindle were married on July
31, 2005, in Loma Linda,
Calif. They now live in
Lincoln, where Cale will fin-
ish his degree at Union and
Amy works at the Mid-
America Union office. 

Tom Fraga (’02) works at
the Review and Herald and
was married on May 22, 2005. 

People
Placements
Tomas Bartulec joined
Union as library supervisor.
Previously, he was a student
and worked as an audio-visu-
al technician for the Adventist
Media Center in Prague,
Czech Republic. In 2004,
Bartulec earned a Master of
Science in electrical engineer-
ing from the Czech Technical
University in Prague. He is
married to Marsha ’04, who
works in the Division of
Business and Computer
Science.

Ashley Bohlender  ’05 joined
Union as office assistant in
the Division of Humanities.
Bohlender earned a personal-
ized degree in communica-
tions and human relation-
ships. Previously, she worked

as a student in Campus
Ministries, coordinating ves-
pers and Power Pac. 

Lori Brasuell ‘96 transferred
from part-time custodian in
Jorgensen Hall to full-time
custodial supervisor for Union
College. She earned an A.S.
in office management from
Union College. After graduat-
ing, Brasuell did custodial
work in residential halls at
the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln and part-time custodi-
al work at Union College. She
has one son, Eric, 7.

Kendra Car lson ’04 joined
Union as mailroom assistant
and Career Center office
assistant. Carlson earned a
B.S. in graphic design. She is
married to Brian ’98.

Tanya Cochran joined Union
as assistant professor in the
Division of Humanities. She is
currently working on her doc-
toral dissertation in rhetoric
and composition from
Georgia State University.
Previously, she worked at
Georgia State University as a
teaching assistant, writing stu-
dio tutor and advisor. She
earned a master’s in rhetoric
and composition from the
University of Tennessee-
Chattanooga in 2000 and
earned her undergraduate
degree from Southern
Adventist University in 1995. 

Lynn Davis ’84 joined Union
as Union Scholars project
assistant. He previously
taught in Union’s Division of
Fine Arts. Lynn is married to
LuAnn Davis ’82, 
Union’s vice president for
Advancement. They have one
daughter, Caitlynn.

Jennifer  Enos ’70 has transi-
tioned to assistant director of
admissions. Previously, she
worked as office manager for
Enrollment Services. She has
been employed at Union
since 1970.

Shane Flowers ’03 joined
Union as computer technician
in Information Systems.
Previously, he was self-
employed in a computer con-
sulting company. Flowers
graduated from Union in 2003
and is married to Katie ’04. 

Breanna Johnson ’05 joined
Union as annual giving coor-
dinator in the Advancement
office. Previously, she worked
as a student in the
Advancement office. She
earned a B.S. in psychology
from Union College. 

John Kur linski joined Union
as associate professor of reli-
gion. Previously, he was the
pastor at Kuna Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Idaho.
Kurlinski earned his under-
graduate degree from the
University of Wisconsin, a
M.Div from Andrews
University in 1984 and a
D.Min from Andrews in 1998.
He and his wife, Barb, have
two children: Brad, 19 and
Emily, 18.

Taryn Moore joined
Enrollment and Student
Financial Services as enroll-
ment advisor. Previously, she
worked as a management
trainee at Enterprise Rent-a-
Car. Moore earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree from William
Penn University in 2003.

Nathan Shields transitioned
from being an intern to
enrollment advisor in
Enrollment and Student
Financial Services.

Greg Steiner  ’00 joined
Union as director of intramu-
ral sports and head coach of
women’s varsity basketball.
Previously, Steiner worked as
the director of student activi-
ties at Loma Linda University.
His wife, Kimberly ’01, also
works at Union.

Kimber ly Steiner  ’01 joined
Union as assistant professor
in the Division of Business
and Computer Science.

Amber and Russell Keller

2 0 0 0 s
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Previously, Steiner worked as
residency coordinator in the
psychiatry department at
Loma Linda University while
earning a master’s in manage-
ment from the University of
Redlands. She earned degrees
in communication and institu-
tional development from
Union College. 

Doug Tallman joined the
Division of Health Sciences as
associate director of the inter-
national rescue and relief pro-
gram. Previously, he worked
as vice principal of student
services and chaplain at
Campion Academy in
Colorado. Tallman graduated
from Southern Missionary
College (now Southern
Adventist University) in 1977.
He is married to Sandy.

Sandy Tallman joined Union
as office assistant in the divi-
sions of religion and human
development. Previously, she
worked as girls’ dean at
Campion Academy in
Colorado. She and her hus-
band, Doug, have one son,
B.J., who attends Union.

Ben Yancer  ’05 joined Union
as office assistant in the
Teaching Learning Center
(TLC). He earned a B.A. in
English. As a student, Yancer
worked in Union’s Campus
Ministries department. 

In Memory

LeRoy Wasemiller  (’37),
Loma Linda, Calif., died May
17, 2005, at age 89. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Martha
Cook Wasemiller  (’38); two
daughters, Shirley Field and
Janet McKeehan ’63 ; five
grandchildren; and nine
great-grandchildren.

Vivian Meyers Kemper  ’44 ,
Napa, Calif., died April 11,
2005, at age 85. She taught
church school for 24 years
and was a pastor’s wife for
more than 60 years. Vivian
loved music, reading, teach-
ing and family. She is sur-
vived by her husband, Paul
’43; children, Gwendolyn
Forrester, Brenda Purdy and
Eddie; six grandchildren; and
three great-grandchildren. 

Clarence Hilliard ’46 ,
Calimesa, Calif., died April 26,
2005, at age 84. During World
War II he served in an evacu-
ation hospital. After returning
from the army he married his
college sweetheart, LaVonne
Cozad (’46). The couple
moved to California for
Clarence to attend Loma
Linda University School of
Medicine. After graduating in
1951 he practiced medicine in
Fort Collins, Colo., until 1987.
He was a member of Rotary
International and had been
chief of staff at Poudre Valley
Hospital. Clarence is survived
by his wife, LaVonne; sons
Duane ’70 and Dennis ’72 ;
daughter-in-law Jolene Lang
Hilliard ’72 ; six grandchil-
dren; and three great grand-
children.

Virginia Haecke Eccles ’48 ,
Shreveport, La., died April 8,
2005, at age 79. She spent her
life as a housewife and a
part-time secretary in various
schools and hospitals. She is
survived by her husband,

Floyd ’50 ; sister, Betty; son,
Terry; daughter, Becky
Dedon; and two grandchil-
dren.

Robert McCorkle ’49 ,
Tappahannock, Va., died May
1, 2005, at age 79. After leav-
ing Union he graduated from
Loma Linda University School
of Medicine in 1958. He prac-
ticed medicine in Kansas,
California and Virginia. In
1985, he had a heart attack
and retired soon after. He
enjoyed gardening, reading
and traveling. He is survived
by his wife of 53 years,
LaWanda; three sons; one
daughter; and three grand-
children. 

Jim Van Horn ’50 ,
Bellingham, Wash., died Nov.
20, 2004, of a heart attack at
age 82. He is survived by his
wife of 57 years, Lucille
Kendall Van Horn (’50);
four children, Marvin (’67),
Rhonda ’73, Rita ’81 , and
Denise Rottacker  ’81 ; and
four grandchildren.

Mabel Saunders Beck ’51 ,
Springville, Utah, died May
27, 2005, at age 76. Her hus-
band, Reuben Beck ’52 , pre-
deceased her in 1998. They
are survived by son Robert
Beck ’76 and daughter
Donna Bullock; seven grand-
children; and one great-
grandchild.

William Murphy ’52 ,
Healdsburg, Calif., died May
18, 2005, at age 76. William
spent 36 years teaching music
in various academies and at
Walla Walla College. During
retirement he taught part-time
woodshop at Armona
Academy. He is survived by
his wife Doralee Kaufman
Murphy ’51 ; two sons, W.
Jay and Tyler; and two grand-
children.

Anna Eisenman ’53 ,
Monroe, Wash., died Sept. 10,
2004, at age 95. She dedicat-
ed 21 years to teaching ele-
mentary school. She is sur-
vived by one brother, Alber t
(’32); four sisters, Isabelle
Reile, Lillian Binder, Minnie
Hagele and Elsie Binder
(’44). 

Carolyn Jeanne Rhodes
Bisel ’60 , Rancho Cordova,
Calif., died Feb. 27, 2005, fol-
lowing heart surgery. She
taught music at Pacific Union
College and later at Andrews
University. Carolyn was
known for her beautiful
soprano voice and was wide-
ly featured as a soprano
soloist across the country.
Her most recent choir,
Cantare Musica, has been per-
forming for the past several
years in Napa, including a
Christmas concert in
December 2004. She is sur-
vived by her husband, Stan;
brothers, Ken ’58 and
Harold; children, Stacey and
Steven; and one granddaugh-
ter.

Richard (Dick) Hancock
(’65), Knoxville, Tenn., died
April 23, 2005, at age 59 after
a 13-week battle with a
glioblastoma brain tumor.
Dick taught and coached
girls’ basketball for 30 years
at the Tennessee School for
the Deaf. He was an active
soldier with a rank of master
sergeant in the Tennessee
National Guard and accom-
plished his dream of traveling
the entire length of the
Mississippi River in a canoe

Clarence Hilliard

Jim Van Horn

Death dates and/or obituar-
ies have been received for
the following individuals.

I n  M e m o r y

(People Placements continued)
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from the boundary waters in
Minnesota to the Gulf of
Mexico in Louisiana. Dick
was gifted in the art of canoe
building. He also taught his
deaf students to construct
paddles and canoes. He is
survived by his sister, Mary
Ann Russell (’73). 

Jim Gregerson , friend and
former board member of
Union, died June 12, 2005, in
Ute, Iowa. He is survived by
his wife, Kay. 

Notice of the following deaths
has been received:

Nana Rosenthal Hennigar
’26 , Dover, Del., 
died Jan. 17, 2005, at age 97.

Eva Gaede (’30), 
San Diego, Calif., 
died April 14, 2005.

Dorothy Aultfather
Rosenthal ’32 , 
Rochester, Minn., 
died February 2005.

Alber t Schimke (’36),
Port Charlotte, Fla., 
died May 16, 2005, at age 92. 

Martha Meissner  Wiltse
(’36), Eagle, Idaho.

Ernest Johnson (’47),
Breckenridge, Minn., 
died April 28, 2005.

Kathryn Walling (’47),
Denver, Colo., 
died Feb. 2, 2005.

Almon Bates (’54),
Longmont, Colo. 

Gabriel Jeffr ies ’76 ,
Comayagua, Honduras.

Sandra Barr -Clunie ’77 ,
Westport Island, Maine, 
died March 26, 2002. 

Valer ius Sewer  ’83 ,
Independence, Mo. 

IN MEMORY_____________________________

Honor Classes: 1936 • 1946 • 1951 • 1956  • 1966  • 1976  • 1981 • 1986 • 1996

Make plans now to attend Homecoming 2006. 

Many special events are being planned especially for you. 

For more information contact the alumni office at 402.486.2503 or e-mail alumni@ucollege.edu. 

Or you can log on to the Union College Web site at www.ucollege.edu/advancement/homecoming. 

n 1906, the senior class had a vision  
for a display that would honor Union

College alumni who had served overseas.
That first map had just a few strings
reaching from Union College to the
world. Those seniors never could have
imagined how their simple map would
grow into a legacy lasting 100 years. 

To commemorate this special occasion
we will be Celebrating a Century of
Service ~ Golden Cords 1906-2006 during
Homecoming, April 6-9, 2006. 

We’re looking forward to some great
music, excellent speakers and creating
new memories! 

I
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applied theology minor from Southern Adventist University in 1977.
He earned a master’s from the same university with an emphasis in
teacher outdoor education.

He holds instructor certification in Basic and Advanced Disaster
Life Support, American Heart Association Emergency Cardiovascular
Care Programs, Advanced Skills and Standards for High Ropes and
Adventure Based Counseling, and he is working toward becoming an
instructor for the EMT Basic Course and Critical Incident Stress
Management.

With more than 25 years of experience as an educator, Tallman
has worked as a boys’ dean in three Adventist academies and taught
Bible classes in five academies. He worked most recently at Campion
Academy in Loveland, Colo., as chaplain and vice principal of stu-
dent services.

Tallman has coordinated and traveled with many student groups
for short-term mission trips around the world to places such as
Honduras, Mexico and the Dominican Republic. He also lived and
worked among the Navaho Indians for a year as a teacher and Bible
worker. He has worked as a fire fighter, summer camp director and
camp activities coordinator. 

“If we follow the example of Jesus, we are compelled to give of
ourselves in helping others in need,” Tallman said. “This is the edu-
cational cornerstone of the international rescue and relief program at
Union College.”

Jeff Joiner—Division of Health Sciences Chair
Jeff Joiner has been instrumental in the development of the IRR

major through his trauma-related medical experience and passion for

international mission work. 
Joiner earned an A.S. in nursing from Southern Adventist

University in 1980 and a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from
Southwestern Adventist University in 1986. He then earned a Master
of Science in Nursing as a clinical nurse specialist in critical care/trau-
ma from the University of Kentucky in 1996. He is currently working
on a doctorate in leadership studies from the University of Nebraska. 

Joiner holds national certifications in the following areas: Certified
Emergency Nurse, Certification in Disaster Preparedness Nursing,
Certification in Nursing Administration, Advanced and Basic Disaster
Life Support (instructor), Trauma Nursing Core Course, Advanced
Cardiac Life Support, and Pediatric Advanced Life Support. 

In the last 25 years, Joiner has worked in rural hospital ERs and
major university trauma centers. His hospital positions across
California, Kentucky and North Carolina have included vice president
and patient care executive, director of nursing services and head
nurse in the emergency department. He has made emergency ambu-
lance transports, flown with rescue helicopters, trained alongside
trauma surgeons and taught emergency medical technicians and
paramedics. In addition to his full-time position at Union College,
Joiner works periodic shifts as a staff nurse in the emergency depart-
ment at a local medical center. 

Since 1997, Joiner has been involved in mission trips to
Nicaragua, El Salvador, Venezuela and Peru.

“I have been personally blessed to be involved with the creation
of the IRR program,” Joiner said. “I hope to see it develop and
mature into a truly revolutionary program—preparing professionals
for service to all corners of the earth.” C

(The Making of a Major continued from page 25)

In March 2005, Union College’s
international rescue and relief program
received $80,000 in grant money from
Versacare, a nonprofit foundation devel-
oped by Seventh-day Adventists.

According to Michael Duehrssen,
program director, a portion of the funds
have been used for a vehicle and build-
ings where students will be staying dur-
ing a semester of training in Venezuela.
Grant money also provided training and
disaster response equipment, such as the
cardiac LIFEPAK® monitor, which will
enable Union to respond to disasters
around the country.

Versacare provides approximately
$500,000 in grant money each year to
organizations primarily in North and
Central America. Priority is given to proj-
ects that advance education and science,
promote health care activities, assist the
distressed and underprivileged, and pro-
vide general community benefit. To
learn more about Versacare, visit
www.versacare.org.

Versacare grant provides
resources for IRR 

Mike Lowe – Mike has taught survival for
eight years for the Air Force. He has an asso-
ciate degree in wilderness survival and a
master’s in biblical studies. Certifications:
instructor for Rescue 3 International in Swift
Water Rescue Technician and Advanced, and
Rope Rescue.

Mark Foster – Mark is a physician assistant
who currently works in the Durango
Emergency Department and is an avid rafter
and climber. Certifications: instructor for Basic
Trauma Life Support, instructor candidate for
Rescue 3 International in Swift Water Rescue
Technician and Advanced, and Rope Rescue.

Brent Cass – Brent is associate director of
Basic Trauma Life Support for Colorado,
director of Platinum Medical Ambulance
Service and captain for Denver’s Hazardous
Material and Bioterrorism Colorado Task
Force 1 Team for FEMA. He is a technical
rescue instructor for Colorado University and
a colonel for Homeland Security.

Bill Davis – Bill is one of the developers of
river rescue protocol and has been teaching
river rescue since the 1970s. He is a Butte
County fire fighter, an instructor for the
California State Fire Marshal’s office, and an
instructor trainer for Rescue 3 International.

Vince Moffitt – Vince is training captain for
Farmington Fire and Rescue and serves with
New Mexico’s FEMA Urban Rescue Team.
Certifications: instructor preceptor for Rescue
3 International in Swift Water Rescue
Technician and Advanced, and Rope Rescue.

Anthony Repka – Tony serves as the British
Petroleum Emergency Response and Crisis
Management advisor for South America. He
has 28 years of experience in eight countries
in safety and health for the oil and gas explo-
ration and production business. He has been
primarily responsible for emergency response
crisis management development and execu-
tion for South American operations, with
ancillary safety and health responsibilities.

Jon Parker – Jon has worked at British
Petroleum Oil Toledo Refinery for 17 
years. He is the deputy chief of the ER and
captain for Washington Township 
Fire Department. Certifications: State Certified
Fire Instructor, Structural Firefighter,
Advanced Exterior Firefighter, Emergency
Medical Technician, HAZMAT Technician,
Rope Rescue and Confined Space.

Susan Duehrssen – Susan coordinated the
meals for the IRR group and served as sup-
port staff. She is a registered nurse and a
Basic Trauma Life Support instructor.
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nion’s student missionaries    

know the meaning of 

sacrifice. Leaving friends and

family behind to venture to a 

foreign land requires determina-

tion and dedication. Union’s

Campus Ministries staff not only

assist young people before they leave,

but they also make it a priority to stay

connected during each student’s term of

service. Through frequent letters, e-mails,

packages and, at times, even personal visits,

Union’s student missionaries understand why

“Union never forgets her own.”

Dr. Leo ’52 and Claudine( ’52) Herber recently

funded the Herber Student Missionary Endowment as a

demonstration of their commitment to the student 

missionary program. Each year the income from this

endowment will assist student missionaries with their initial

travel expenses as well as enable Union students and 

employees to stay connected with them throughout the year.

Rich Carlson, campus chaplain, said, “The ongoing nature of

this endowment ensures that year after year dedicated student

missionaries from Union will be able to serve.”

The Herbers chose to fund their endowment with a gift

of long-term appreciated stock. Gifting stock instead of cash is

an excellent method for donors to realize their philanthropic

Current student missionary, Sandy Nazario,
with some of her first graders on Majuro in
the Marshall Islands.

It takes
ForeSight...

goals. Not only will a stock gift make it possi-

ble to give a larger gift for less cost, but it will

also provide valuable tax benefits.

Have you considered the advantages of

gifting stock to Union College? We encourage

you to speak with your own financial advisors

or contact Todd Mekelburg, director of leader-

ship giving at Union College, 3800 South 48th

Street, Lincoln, NE 68506, 402.486.2503, e-

mail tomekelb@ucollege.edu or visit 

ucollege.edu/advancement/plannedgiving.
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Union College celebrates student missions with a
dedication service for those chosen to serve around

the world during the 2005 – 2006 school year.

The SM shirt shows the flags of the countries 
where Union students have served.

Read memories from former 
student missionaries on page 28.


